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Sermon preached by Pastor Ben Kuerth on John 11:45-53 at Victory of the Lamb on March 1, 2015. 

Series: People of the Passion 

Today’s Focus: The Schemer 

“In the Grand Scheme of Things…” 

1. Caiaphas had a plan to preserve an earthly nation  

2. God has a plan to provide eternal salvation  

In the weeks leading up to the Super Bowl there was Deflate-gate, remember that? I wouldn’t blame 

you one bit if you’re thinking, “Ugh, how I could forget? It’s all anybody talked about for 2 weeks on the 

news!” Footballs belonging to the New England Patriots were found to be slightly underinflated 

Did someone intentionally scheme to gain an unfair advantage? Was it the quarterback with the golden 

boy looks? Was it the coach with the persistently prickly demeanor? Was it an anonymous locker room 

attendant? And what kind of advantage would this have even gained them? Was it perhaps part of 

larger, grander scheme across the organization? Was there a deliberate scheme even to cover up the 

scheme? Oh the suspicion and the outrage! 

Now maybe you don’t care about the air in a couple of footballs for a team not named the Packers 

anyway. But how do you feel when it seems that someone is trying to take advantage of you? How do 

you feel when it seems like no matter what you do you just can’t seem to win? Or how do you feel when 

you aren’t able to get your own way? When your advice goes unheeded? When your plan gets picked 

over? When your idea gets dismissed? When your needs go unmet? When you want something, but you 

don’t get it? Are you ever tempted to plot in order to get what you want? 

If there’s something common to all human beings, it’s the capacity for crafting schemes. Now of course 

there are grand schemes and there are personal schemes. There are improvisational schemes and there 

are deliberate schemes. Sometimes they’re complicated. That was perhaps the case for the man we’re 

going to hear about today in our series People of the Passion. His name is Caiaphas. He was the Jewish 

High Priest. A very powerful, important man. And we’re going to learn today about The Grand Scheme of 

Things from this story. Here’s the story from John 11:45-53: 

45 Therefore many of the Jews who had come to visit Mary, and had seen what Jesus did, believed in him. 
46 But some of them went to the Pharisees and told them what Jesus had done. 

47 Then the chief priests and the Pharisees called a meeting of the Sanhedrin. 

“What are we accomplishing?” they asked. “Here is this man performing many signs. 48 If we let him go 

on like this, everyone will believe in him, and then the Romans will come and take away both our temple 

and our nation.” 
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49 Then one of them, named Caiaphas, who was high priest that year, spoke up, “You know nothing at all! 
50 You do not realize that it is better for you that one man die for the people than that the whole nation 

perish.” 

51 He did not say this on his own, but as high priest that year he prophesied that Jesus would die for the 

Jewish nation, 52 and not only for that nation but also for the scattered children of God, to bring them 

together and make them one. 53 So from that day on they plotted to take his life. 

Friends, where did this grand scheme to kill Jesus start? Let me suggest to you that it started like this, “If 

we don’t…then we won’t.” “If we don’t do this now, we won’t have that later.” This is where just about 

all schemes start, isn’t it? You want something, but you’re afraid that if you don’t do something then you 

won’t get what you want or you won’t get to keep what you got. So you scheme. If we don’t do 

this…then we won’t have that. If I don’t…then I won’t. 

If I don’t cover up the truth, then I won’t be able to get out of this situation that I’m in. If I don’t cheat a 

little bit over here, then I won’t have what I want over there. If I don’t say this about that person, then I 

won’t get those people to do that for me. If I don’t push my agenda on this, I won’t get that to happen 

to my own advantage. If I can just heap up enough guilt on so and so, then maybe I can get what I want 

them to do. Isn’t that how schemes start? Of course what we often tell ourselves is that what we want is 

really what’s best for everybody when it’s really just what’s best for us. 

It’s funny how hard wired we all are to think this way. We have a wonderful little foster daughter whom 

we love very much. And she’s so smart. She has figured out that if she gives me that cute little smile of 

hers and says, “Huggie” with her arms outstretched, as soon as I pull in for a hug she’ll say, “Uppie” or 

“Car” or “Book” or or “Cookie” or whatever else she really wants to get.  Of course that’s a pretty cute 

scheme. I have a hard time not giving in. But the problem is we’d all like to think our personal plotting is 

more like that—just kind of cute—and not as sinister and soul destroying as it can be. 

Caiaphas actually thought his plot was a good idea.  49 Then one of them, named Caiaphas, who was high 

priest that year, spoke up, “You know nothing at all! 50 You do not realize that it is better for you that one 

man die for the people than that the whole nation perish.” Now why did he say this? Well have you ever 

wondered why, if Jesus was so awesome, people wanted him dead? I’ve wondered that. How come 

everybody wanted Jesus dead? Well the answer is they didn’t. Most people loved Jesus. They were crazy 

about Jesus.  

Our story started out by saying, 45 Therefore many of the Jews who had come to visit Mary, and had seen 

what Jesus did, believed in him. What had they seen? They saw Jesus raise Lazarus, who was dead and 

buried 4 days, from the grave. It was an undeniable miracle! In fact it was so spectacular not a single one 

of Jesus’ enemies tried to discredit it. And that was case with most of Jesus’ miracles. People couldn’t 

deny them. They couldn’t discredit them without losing their own credibility. They couldn’t just explain 

them away. So they schemed instead to do away with Jesus. “If we don’t…then we won’t!” 

46 But some of them went to the Pharisees and told them what Jesus had done. 47 Then the chief priests 
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and the Pharisees called a meeting of the Sanhedrin. “What are we accomplishing?” they asked. “Here is 

this man performing many signs. 48 If we let him go on like this, everyone will believe in him, and then the 

Romans will come and take away both our temple and our nation.” 

What were they afraid of? They were thinking, “Goodness gracious, Jesus is becoming so popular that 

when the Romans hear everybody saying, “Our Messiah has come!” they might just send their mighty 

legions and put an end to our Jewish nation and our religion and then we’re all doomed.” Now before 

you think, “Oh well it sounds like they were so just concerned for the spiritual and physical welfare of 

their people like good leaders should be,” remember that these chief priests and Pharisees enjoyed the 

position and the power they had as leaders. When they say, If we let him go on like this, everyone will 

believe in him, and then the Romans will come and take away both our temple and our nation… the 

Greek word here for “temple” is literally “place.” It may refer specifically to the temple. It may refer also 

to their “place” of power and authority. So what did Caiaphas propose? 

It is better for you that one man die for the people than that the whole nation perish. Notice he didn’t 

just say, “It’s better for me” although it was. Sneaky! He said, “It is better for you.” In the grand scheme 

of things Caiaphas had a plan to preserve an earthly nation but it was also a plan to preserve his own 

self-interests. And in his mind Jesus was getting in the way of that plan. The expedient thing to do was to 

get rid of Jesus as if the end justifies the means.  

This is what ISIS thinks too. They have a scheme to destroy what they call “the nation of the cross”—

Christians who won’t convert and submit to Islam. They have a plan to so publicize their atrocities 

through social media that they use to recruit others to their cause. They have a financial scheme for 

funding. They have a scheme to create a nation. For them the end justifies the means if it helps them get 

what they want. Well Caiaphas had a plan that to help him get what he wanted too. He had a plan to 

protect his own self-interest. He had a plan to preserve an earthly nation through killing Jesus of 

Nazareth. 

What he didn’t know is that God had a bigger and far better plan! In fact what he didn’t know, and what 

we so often fail to see also, is that in the grand scheme of things, God knows how to take the wicked 

schemes of human beings and make them work out for the ultimate good of many. This is true even if 

we don’t see how in the here and now. 

When Caiaphas said, “You do not realize that it is better for you that one man die for the people than 

that the whole nation perish,” he thought he had a grand scheme. What he did not understand is that he 

was acting as God’s mouthpiece to announce a grander one!   

51 He did not say this on his own, but as high priest that year he prophesied that Jesus would die for the 

Jewish nation, 52 and not only for that nation but also for the scattered children of God, to bring them 

together and make them one. 

So here’s Caiaphas—cold and calculating. His scheme evidently was to have Jesus put to death as quickly 

as possible. He thought by killing Jesus they would not only get rid of a troublesome person but they’d 
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perhaps also gain favor from the Roman authorities for their loyalty. Little did he know that his words 

would hang on in the air as a prophecy. 

Jesus would indeed die just as Caiaphas planned. Caiaphas and the chief priests convinced the Roman 

Governor Pontius Pilate to send Jesus to the cross where he died. But who did Jesus die for? Not just for 

Israel. Not just to preserve the Jewish nation or the people as if to save them from the Romans. Oh no, 

that would’ve been too small a thing for the very Son of God. But for the world! For the whole world of 

sinners past, present, and future Jesus hung on the cross even as the chief priests stood there and 

mocked him. For the sins of the whole world Jesus endured this great travesty of justice. To make it 

possible for the whole wayward world to come back to God, Jesus died. He sacrificed himself so that no 

one would perish. Anyone and everyone could become a child of God and through baptism receive 

citizenship in the kingdom of heaven. 

You see in the grand scheme of things…Caiaphas had a plan to preserve an earthly nation, but God has 

a plan to provide eternal salvation! Ironically Caiaphas’ plan backfired (as all human schemes do 

eventually). The Jewish nation was ultimately destroyed 40 years later when the Roman army came to 

Jerusalem and leveled the temple. So the earthly nation, it was destroyed anyway. But God’s plan to 

provide eternal salvation is so much bigger. It’s a plan to preserve a heavenly nation of believers that 

can never be destroyed. 

You see extremist Muslims can destroy crosses. But they cannot destroy the work that Jesus 

accomplished on the cross. They can kill Christians, but they cannot kill their souls. In the grand scheme 

of things it can often be said that God has got the best planned for those who seem to suffer the worst. 

For even in the case of a Christian martyr, God has in store that their death is just the beginning of 

eternal life. The same of true for all who die in the Lord Jesus Christ.  

How do I know this? Because on Good Friday when Jesus died on the cross, it didn’t look like a grand 

scheme at all, did it? It looked like Caiaphas’s plan had prevailed until just as Jesus predicted on the third 

day he rose from the dead. Where human schemes failed, Jesus prevailed. Caiaphas had a plan to 

preserve an earthly nation. But God has a plan to provide eternal salvation for all who trust in Jesus—do 

you? Friends, do you trust in Jesus? There’s a reason you’re here today, able to hear this message of 

God’s love for you in Jesus…and it’s not by chance. Believe and be saved! 

You know there’s a promise that our gracious God has for each of us. It goes like this:  And we know that 

in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his 

purpose (Romans 8:28). What does this mean? You might call it “The Grand Scheme of Things.” In the 

long run of life, you don’t have to be a schemer always trying to get what you want out of fear because 

God’s got your back. Just as Jesus worked out the cross for your eternal good, so too God promises to 

work out all the crosses that you have to bear for your ultimate, eternal good as well. God’s got the 

grand scheme of things in mind. His goal is to bring you home to heaven.  

What does this mean practically? Let me just make a couple pointed applications. Personal agendas—

they have no place, especially in the church. None. And planning—planning can be good. But remember 
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that God has a plan beyond what you personally think you need to be happy. Be content with what God 

provides. Also remember that God has a plan for our church well beyond the walls of our church and the 

things we might personally want. Caiaphas had a little church perspective—looking out for #1 sort of 

thinking. God has a big perspective—looking out for those who are lost and in need of Savior.  

Finally, if we trust that God’s got a grand scheme of things, that his grace explodes into every aspect of 

our lives, then it can’t help but change how we think and talk and act towards one another as members 

of God’s family. Instead of suspicion, offer support. Instead of criticism, offer encouragement. Instead of 

privately complaining, offer prayers and petitions. That’s what it’s like in the grand scheme of things. 

Amen.  

 

My Next Steps  

Question to Ponder: When does fear sometimes lead you to personal plotting instead of putting your 

trust in God? 

Treasure to Share:  “And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who 

have been called according to his purpose” (Romans 8:28). 

Action to Take: The story of Joseph in the Old Testament is a great example of how God works to 

accomplish his saving purposes in spite of evil schemes. Read Genesis chapters 37-50.  Keep track of any 

parallels you notice between the life of Joseph and the life of Jesus. Do you see any  

connection to how God has worked for good in your life? 

Key verse: “You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now  

being done, the saving of many lives” (Genesis 50:20). 

  

 


