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Sermon preached by Pastor Ben Kuerth on Luke 1:46-55 on December 20, 2015 at Victory of the 

Lamb Lutheran Church in Franklin, WI. 

 

Series: Anticipation 

Today’s Focus: Rejoicing 

 

“The Lord Has Done Great Things For Us!” 

1. For he is mindful 

2. For he is merciful 

3. For he is mighty 

 

“The LORD has done great things for us, and we are filled with joy” (Psalm 126:3). 

 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

 

When people congratulate me on the completion of our building project, they often say things like, 

“Pastor Ben, you must be so proud” Or “You must feel a great sense of accomplishment.” And I do. 

This is literally a dream come true. I mean once upon a time, I dreamed of playing in the NBA. 

Obviously though that dream didn’t pan out!, so my dream eventually shifted instead to one day 

being the pastor of a mission church and sharing the gospel of Jesus with lost people. Isn’t that what 

every little boy dreams of? Making it even more rewarding is that this journey has been more like a 

great adventure with many twists and turns along the way. Who could have possibly foreseen all this 

just a couple years ago? But now we’re here in this beautiful, brand new ministry center. And so, 

sure… I feel a great sense of accomplishment. And being here today is a great reason to rejoice. 

 

Yet I find that when people say things like, “Pastor Ben, you must be so proud”… something spooks 

around deep within my soul that kind of scares me. You know what it is? It’s my ego. Yeah I know 

pastors aren’t supposed to have one, right? But then again neither are you. Yet you have one too, 

don’t you? It gets puffed up once in a while with an unhealthy pride that looks down on others, 

doesn’t it? It gets bruised by the slightest criticism sometimes, right? But what scares me about my 

ego most is that most of the time I’m pretty sure I’m not even aware of it or worst case…I don’t think 

it even exists. Sinful pride is what other people have. Being overly sensitive is what other people are 

when they react unjustly to my helpful coaching or my constructive comments. So my ego startles me 

sometimes because most of the time it’s like a stowaway aboard the ship of my mind hiding as I go 

sailing along through life. I don’t notice it until all of a sudden, I do. Like I did when I was confronted 

by this song that we’re going to study today from God’s Word in the Bible. 

 

This might sound a bit surprising but the song that’s going to confront our egos today is the song of 

Mary. Mary of course was the gentle, devoted mother of Jesus. And her song from the end of Luke 
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chapter 1 has been sung repeatedly and beautifully by Christians for over two millennia now since 

Jesus’ birth. Some of you may have heard of it by its Latin title, The Magnificat, because the whole 

point of Mary’s song is to magnify God. And you know what it means to magnify someone or 

something right? I mean my two year old daughter knows this very well. On a smart phone, to 

magnify means you pinch out on the screen. Because what happens then? Whatever or whomever 

you magnify becomes bigger! And that’s what Mary’s song is all about. It’s about magnifying God. It’s 

about making God bigger. Maximum magnification. It’s about super sizing God. Sounds good, right? 

The only problem is that this means my ego needs to get shrunk down to size. 

 

That’s where Mary’s song comes in. It’s an ego shrinker and a God magnifier. From the very first lines 

of Mary’s song the Holy Spirit compels us not to make too much of her but instead to make much of 

God her Savior. In fact as we will see, it would be entirely wrong to make too much of Mary because 

in so doing we’d be making much too little of God. And yet if we follow Mary’s song and focus on God 

as she does then we can certainly and fittingly make Mary’s song our own and say: The Lord has done 

great things for us!  

 

So here’s the song which the Holy Spirit inspired Jesus’ mother Mary to speak at the end of her first 

trimester when she went to visit her cousin Elizabeth. Remember, The Lord has done great things for 

us! And in particular there are three things I want to talk about with you today from this song. The 

Lord has done great things for us! 1) For he is mindful. 2) For he is merciful. 3) For he is mighty.   

46 And Mary said: 

“My soul glorifies the Lord 
47     and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior. 

See what I mean? From the get go, where does Mary direct our thoughts? To God. She doesn’t say, 

“Yeah, I’m so blessed. God wouldn’t just pick anyone to be the mother of his Son I suppose.” There’s 

no ego here. Instead she says immediately points us to God. “My soul glorifies the Lord.” The words 

translated “glorifies” in Greek—that’s the word that means “magnifies”. My soul magnifies the Lord. 

Or to put it another way, “I’m not trying to draw attention to myself. I’m trying to direct you to God. 

To God the glory. To God the praise. Holy is his name, not mine. My spirit rejoices in God, my Savior.” 

I mean if you think about it, there is no greater ego shrinker than to admit that you need a Savior, 

right? But right up front Mary wants you to know that she’s no better or no bigger a deal than any 

poor and needy sinner like us all. 

48 for he has been mindful 

    of the humble state of his servant. 

From now on all generations will call me blessed, 
49     for the Mighty One has done great things for me— 
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    holy is his name. 
50 His mercy extends to those who fear him, 

    from generation to generation. 
51 He has performed mighty deeds with his arm; 

    he has scattered those who are proud in their inmost thoughts. 
52 He has brought down rulers from their thrones 

    but has lifted up the humble. 
53 He has filled the hungry with good things 

    but has sent the rich away empty. 
54 He has helped his servant Israel, 

    remembering to be merciful 
55 to Abraham and his descendants forever, 

    just as he promised our ancestors.” 

The Lord has done great things for us, for he is mindful. In Mary’s case she says that God was 

mindful of “the humble state of his servant.” I was surprised in studying this text in the Greek that the 

word which is translated as “mindful” literally means “to look at carefully, to pay attention to, or to 

consider”. In other words “to be mindful” is “to pay careful attention to.” 

You know though there were times in starting this church it felt like God wasn’t paying a lot of 

attention to me. Have you ever felt like that? When I received my assignment out of the Seminary to 

start this church, I was told there would be about 50 excited mission minded people from area 

churches ready to be a part of this exciting new mission church. Well as it turned out, there were 

actually about eight. Then for a couple months after my family and I got here, we tried to find a place 

to worship, but it seemed like there was no room in Franklin. The library said no. The movie theater 

said no. All the schools said no. We didn’t have money to rent a storefront. There were no 

warehouses or commercial buildings we could use. 

I was actually working out at Innovative Health and Fitness up the road one day, sort of bemoaning 

the fact that here I am trying to start this church and we didn’t even have a place to have church! (I 

didn’t realize that this was all part of God humbling me, which I’m grateful for now.) And that’s when 

this guy spotting me on the bench press said, “Well, have you checked out the Polonia Soccer Club?” I 

hadn’t because at that time I didn’t even know where it was even though I had been driving past it for 

three months. And yet as it turned out, that was the tip that started this church after all my great 

ideas came to naught. At the time it was the only place we could meet in Franklin. It wasn’t my first 

choice. It was my last choice. Yet from God’s point of view it was the perfect choice. He hadn’t 

forgotten about me after all. He was mindful of our mission church all along.  

I don’t know about you but I haven’t always been very mindful of God’s promises or his track record 

of faithfulness in keeping his promises. Over just the past couple years I’ve been forgetful, fretful, full 
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of worries and stress, and yet… God has never forgotten me. His promises have never failed. And 

even when I have fallen short, he has been mindful of his servant. Friends, scan the record of your life 

through this lens of God’s faithfulness and you will find it to be true for you too. The Lord has done 

great things for us for he is mindful. And he is mindful because he is merciful. 

50 His mercy extends to those who fear him, 

    from generation to generation. 

It’s no secret that right now we’re in the midst of a dramatic cultural shift in our country. People who 

were once nominal Christians—in name only—are no longer even identifying as Christians. Church 

attendance across the land is declining. And the millennial generation is the most unchurched and 

biblically illiterate generation in our country’s history. Timeless truths are up for grabs in the 

marketplace of ideas. A healthy respect for God’s holiness and his word is being abandoned all 

around us. And yet here we are today because God is merciful. His mercy extends from generation to 

generation to those who stand in awe of him and tremble at his word.  

What is mercy? Mercy is a characteristic of God whereby we don’t get what we deserve. I can’t even 

begin to tell you how many mistakes I’ve made in starting this church. I came in as a rookie pastor 

and sure, now I’ve got both a few years under my belt and, as my wife reminds me, more than a few 

silver hairs already on my head!I like to say it’s the wisdom finally coming out. But the truth is I’m just 

as needy as when I first became a pastor—which is to say, I need a Savior more desperately than 

ever. I’ve tried my best to save the world and I’ve come to realize I cannot even save myself. The 

good that I want to do, I don’t. The bad I don’t want to do, I do. So in the end I’m left to admit that 

there is only one Savior of the world and his sure name isn’t Pastor Ben.  

But the good news is we know his name. It’s Jesus Christ, the son of Mary, the Son of God. Only he 

could live life perfectly handling every situation, administering to everyone exactly according to their 

needs, delicately balancing his busy schedule with a life of devotion and constant conversation with 

his Father in heaven. I have not prayed every prayer request as frequently or fervently as I would 

have liked. Have you? How many times have you said, “I’ll pray for you” but then you found it too 

inconvenient or too easy to forget? I have not witnessed as boldly I would have always liked. I have 

not always maintained a perfectly cheerful attitude towards those with whom I live and work. Have 

you? Yet we can say The Lord has done great things for us…for he is merciful. In Christ Jesus, you 

and I don’t get what we deserve. Why? Because Jesus did. Our guilt, our shame, our suffering, our sin, 

our death. That’s what Jesus took for us.  

See this cross on stage? Dan from Catalyst Construction made this for me Friday. A couple weeks ago 

he overheard me saying how I really wanted to have a cross up here on stage because even though 

we have this nice comfortable, welcoming, beautiful new building I want to continually point people 

to Jesus. And so you can see we have an altar and a font up here too which for now are furnishings 
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we have received from another church to use until we can afford to build our own along with a 

special art piece on the wall to tie them all together. But Dan behind the scenes went about planning 

this special cross for me. 

The pieces of wood were actually cut and carefully made by a guy named Tony. Tony was recently 

released from prison and has found peace and forgiveness through Jesus. Working through a non-

profit in Waukesha called The New Man Project, Tony helped make this cross for our church. Why am 

I telling you this? Because Tony, an ex-offender, found mercy through the cross of Jesus Christ! 

Because through the cross of Jesus Christ anyone can! Maybe you’re here thinking, “God has 

forgotten about me.” Maybe you’re here thinking, “God cannot possibly love me or forgive me.” But 

friends, he already does love you and he has not forgotten you. Believe this good news. In light of 

Christ’s resurrection the empty cross of Jesus Christ means that God is not angry with you. He is 

merciful to you. His face shines upon you and he wants to be gracious to you. Friends, the Lord has 

done great things for us! For he is mindful. He is merciful. And he is mighty. 

The final part of Mary’s song is what my self-centered ego finds scary. It’s about how God casts down 

the mighty from their thrones, how he scatters those who are proud in their innermost thoughts, and 

about how the rich will ultimately go away emptyhanded. Well what’s this all about? Well I think you 

would agree that sometimes it seems like the way to get ahead is all about grabbing as much as you 

can—whether power, money, or fame—doesn’t it? Sometimes it seems like only the bullies survive, 

only the cheaters win, only the manipulative and the worldly find success. And it’s true, to an extent, 

of life here on this earth.  

But it won’t stay true forever. Because in the final end, when Christ the King returns there will be no 

more rivals to his lordship. There will be more sinful pride, no more oppression, no more exploitation, 

corruption, politicking, or illicit gain. Why? Because King Jesus will one day reign supreme. He will flex 

his mighty arm to right all wrongs. And in the end only repentant, humble believers will see the glory 

of heaven. Only those who didn’t care if the rest of the world called them losers, will ultimately be 

seen as the winners. Only those who are hungry for forgiveness, mercy, and grace through Christ will 

have it. Those who crave only worldly treasure but don’t care for Christ will have nothing. 

So let’s allow our egos to shrink as we magnify God today and sing, The Lord has done great things 

for us! For he is mindful. He is merciful. He is mighty. This Christmas it’s not matter of what you have 

or don’t have under the tree. It’s not a matter of whether your life feels full of warmth and family. It’s 

a matter of if you have faith in Jesus. It’s wonderful that we have this nice new building full of people, 

but it’s infinitely more important to know that here we encounter a merciful God for Jesus’ sake. In 

Him, God takes us from humble beginnings to glorious endings. Amen. 
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My Next Steps  

A Point to Ponder: God takes us from humble beginnings to glorious endings. This is the path for all 

who follow God with faith in Jesus.   

A Verse to Treasure: “The LORD has done great things for us, and we are filled with joy” (Psalm 

126:3). 

 

Action to Take: Join us for our special Christmas Eve service this Thursday evening and invite a friend! 

Service times are at 4:30 and 6:30 pm. 

  

 


