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Sermon preached by Pastor Ben Kuerth on March 13, 2016 at Victory of the Lamb on Luke 20:9-

19. 

Series: Scandal 

Today’s Focus: The Decision 

“Don’t Treat Jesus Like Junk Mail” 

 

What do you do with your junk mail? I don’t know about you, but I have this routine. I get the 

mail from the mailbox. I walk up the driveway…slowly. As I walk, I’m sorting the mail. In one 

hand I put ads, flyers, and things like phonebooks (because who needs those heavy 

paperweights anymore). And by the time I get into the garage right before I’m about to go 

inside I toss this pile of junk mail into our recycling bin never to be seen again. 

 

How about you? What do you do with your junk mail? Do you look at it? Study it? Or do you 

just glance at it long enough to determine that it’s junk mail so that you can throw it away and 

get on with things you’d rather be doing? 

 

Over the next two weeks as a church we’ll be mailing out 30,000 postcards to people from our 

community—inviting them to our Grand Opening next Sunday and to our Good Friday and 

Easter services. This got me thinking…I wonder how many postcards we’ve sent over the last 10 

years? And wouldn’t you know, I’ve got a file folder with just about every postcard we’ve ever 

sent. Here in my hand are the postcards, almost 50 of them. That means some people here in 

Franklin have been invited to our church services or outreach events up to 50 times! 

 

Don’t you wonder though, How many of them just get thrown away? How many of these 

postcards, carefully designed, prayerfully sent, and in some cases personally and lovingly 

delivered, end up getting thrown into the recycling bin? 

 

Of course those postcards are just pieces of paper. But the story Jesus tells us today is about 

sending people. Messengers whom God sent but who were treated like pieces of junk mail. 

Would you ever do that to one of God’s messengers? Would you dare treat Jesus like junk mail? 

“God forbid,” right? 

 

Our sermon text before us today is a story that Jesus told in the middle of Holy Week. What 

that means is he told it just days before he was crucified. The City of Jerusalem had welcomed 

him on Palm Sunday (the kids learned about that yesterday), but the religious leaders were 

furious and conspiring to kill him. So in telling this story that I’m going to read in just a minute, 

Jesus holds up before their eyes the very crime they were plotting in their hearts even as he is 

pleading with them to reconsider. It’s a powerful story. But it’s not just a parable for 1st century 
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Jewish folks. It’s a parable for 21st Americans like us so that we don’t treat Jesus like junk mail. 

Let’s listen to Jesus as Luke records it, the Parable of the Tenants. 

9 He went on to tell the people this parable: “A man planted a vineyard, rented it to some 

farmers and went away for a long time. 10 At harvest time he sent a servant to the tenants so 

they would give him some of the fruit of the vineyard. But the tenants beat him and sent him 

away empty-handed. 11 He sent another servant, but that one also they beat and treated 

shamefully and sent away empty-handed. (So they add insults and humiliation to the previous 

violence) 12 He sent still a third, and they wounded him and threw him out. 

Put yourself in the shoes of Jesus’ original audience. For centuries God had used the metaphor 

of a vineyard to describe all that he had done for the people of Israel, the Jews. He had given 

them everything—a beautiful land, his law, miraculous protection, and special promises. So in 

this story, Jesus wants the ears of his hearers to perk up. He wants them to think, “He’s talking 

about us. We are the tenant farmers in God’s beautiful vineyard that he has leased to us.”  

And in Jesus’ story, the vineyard owner (God) makes a very reasonable request. He sends a 

messenger to merely ask the tenants to share fruit from his vineyard. But how did the tenants 

respond? They gave him a beating and sent him away empty-handed. The vineyard owner 

countered with amazing patience as he sent one messenger after another—apparently armed 

with only his patient appeal. But the tenants gave these additional messengers only more 

bruises and insults, no fruit. They continued to treat these emissaries from the owner like junk 

mail postcards. 

Throughout history this is how the people of Israel treated the prophets of the LORD. Just as 

we’ve been sending out one postcard after another for years now to the people of our 

community, so God kept sending his people prophets. These prophets, these messengers from 

God, came to communicate God’s word. They called people to repent of their idolatrous ways 

and to obey God’s commandments. They called people to trust in the coming of the Messiah, 

their Savior, for forgiveness. They called people to produce fruits of repentance in keeping with 

their faith. This wasn’t an unreasonable request at all from the One who had graciously given 

them everything. But by and large, how did the people of Israel treat them? Like junk mail. 

Remember John the Baptist, the great prophet, the forerunner of Jesus? He told King Herod 

that he was committing adultery. He told Herod to repent. But Herod didn’t like that sermon 

and so John ended up having his head cut off in the king’s dungeon at the request of a stripper.  

But Jesus goes on, 13 “Then the owner of the vineyard said, ‘What shall I do? I will send my son, 

whom I love; perhaps they will respect him.’   
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Friends, if you were the owner of the vineyard… is this how you would respond to those tenant 

terrorists who not only wouldn’t share any fruit from your vineyard but who arrogantly thought 

they could just keep it all for themselves? I mean does this even make sense? Does it seem 

reasonable for the owner of the vineyard to send his son, his beloved son? Of course not. It 

seems naive. It seems foolish. And that’s the point. If we were running our own vineyard 

business we wouldn’t do this. We humans don’t act like this. But we see here revealed by 

contrast in Jesus’ parable the incredible patience of God. We see the extent to which God is 

willing to go not to force people to do what he wants but to woo and to win over people’s 

hearts and lives so that they would gladly return sweet fruits of faith in thankfulness for all that 

he has done. And the fact that this son, God’s Son, is willing to go, reveals his determination to 

do his Father’s will and to give these unworthy tenants one more chance, one more 

opportunity to respond and willingly bring forth the vineyard’s fruit.  

How do you think the tenants will respond to this kind of incredible patience? How should we 

respond if God were to do the same for us?  

14 “But when the tenants saw him, they talked the matter over. ‘This is the heir,’ they said. ‘Let’s 

kill him, and the inheritance will be ours.’ 15 So they threw him out of the vineyard and killed 

him. 

Can you believe this? The owner’s final overture to the tenants is greeted with their most 

violent act yet. They kill the owners’ son. They scandalously mistreat and murder him. And 

why? Because they think they’ll be able to continue to possess the blessings of the vineyard 

apart from the vineyard owner and they think, “We can get away with it.” Now think carefully, 

friends. Can a person reject the owner’s messengers, discard the owner’s son like junk mail, and 

still get away it? Can a person reject the owner of the vineyard who is the source of all its 

blessings in the first place and still get to enjoy the vineyard’s fruit? Can you outsmart God? Can 

a person get away with opposing God in the end? Here’s what Jesus says… 

“What then will the owner of the vineyard do to them? 16 He will come and kill those tenants 

and give the vineyard to others.” 

When the people heard this, they said, “God forbid!” (They think, “No one’s that stupid to think 

they can outsmart God. No one’s that bad to do what you suggest.) 

17 Jesus looked directly at them and asked, “Then what is the meaning of that which is written: 

“‘The stone the builders rejected 

    has become the cornerstone’? 
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18 Everyone who falls on that stone will be broken to pieces; anyone on whom it falls will be 

crushed.” 

19 The teachers of the law and the chief priests looked for a way to arrest him immediately, 

because they knew he had spoken this parable against them. But they were afraid of the people. 

This is intense, isn’t it? But by telling a parable and then citing a well-known psalm, Jesus warns 

all people everywhere against rejecting him as the Son of God, our only Savior. He warns 

against treating him like a piece of junk mail that has no ongoing relevance for your life.  

Yet in only a matter of hours many who were listening to Jesus would do just that. They would 

shout, “Crucify him!” They would call out, “Let his blood be on us and our children!” This very 

parable which was meant to lead people to repentance became a further reason for the leaders 

to kill God’s beloved Son. Many others in Jerusalem would join them in the rejection of their 

only hope—bringing nearer the very judgment that horrified them! 

The math of the parable’s equation seems utterly ridiculous: abusing the owner’s messengers 

plus killing his son somehow equals their rights to continue to enjoy his property? Who would 

be so foolish as to believe that someone can continue to possess the blessings of God’s 

vineyard without acknowledging God who is the source of all those blessings?! 

Well what about you and me? I confess that there is a little tenant terrorist in my sinful heart 

that wants to believe that God’s vineyard with all its blessings are mine to do with as I please—

yet somehow still wants to insist that God is asking too much if he asks for its fruit. “He expects 

me to live in daily repentance?!” My sinful heart believes I can live as I please while still 

claiming the blessings of God’s kingdom. It believes the lie that the blessings of life are mine to 

serve my own purposes and whatever makes me happy that I’m free to do. What about you?  

Yet if you believe these lies of your natural heart, what else are you doing than claiming a proud 

squatter’s rights to the vineyard without the inconveniences of dealing with the vineyard 

Owner? If you pick and choose only the Bible verses that best help justify your attitudes and 

actions, or if you look at God’s grace as a license to sin or to treat people however you want, 

what else are you doing but treating Jesus himself like junk mail? 

But friends, the good news in this parable is that just like how this week as a church we’ll again 

be sending postcards to the very same people who’ve thrown them away in the past, so God 

keeps reaching out to people like you and me through his word and sacraments. God keeps 

reaching out through faithful pastors who proclaim the full truth of both law and gospel. And he 

is doing so again today.  
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What do you think his patient sending of one messenger after another means in the parable? 

What do you think it means that he was willing to send his son? What do you think it means 

that the son was willing to go when any reasonable person would have known that only 

wounds and blows and death awaited him? 

It means God loves us so much. He sent his Son into this world in spite of this world. It means 

God sent Jesus for us in spite of us. God sent his beloved Son for people like you and me who’ve 

been so unlovable. Jesus came to die so that we could overcome death and one day live with 

God in heaven. It means that so long as we have life and breath, God is giving us a time of grace 

here on this earth to woo us and to win us over by his Word so that we might trust exclusively 

in his Son, and then by the power of his Spirit working in our hearts produce sweet fruits of 

faith out of sheer gratitude. And this fruit isn’t then something that feels forced because it 

springs up from the soil of God’s forgiveness and grace. 

A friend shared this story with me this week. There was once a young man who walked two 

hours every day to lead a Bible study in a coal mine in England. One day when he returned 

home having walked in the rain, his father said, “I wouldn’t walk there and back for 20 pounds.” 

The young man said, “I wouldn’t either.”  

What was his point? He wasn’t doing this because of what he hoped he might get. He was doing 

this because of what he’d already been given. Friends, it’s the same thing we’ve been given. 

God’s very own Son. How could we even think to treat him like junk mail? Amen.  

Take Home and Apply 

Think: How does the little “tenant terrorist” that lives in your heart try and trick you into 

treating Jesus like junk mail? 

Share: “God is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to 

repentance” (2 Peter 3:9). 

Challenge: Hand deliver a postcard for our Grand Opening and Holy Week services. Invite a 

friend, neighbor, or co-worker to hear about God’s love in Christ.  


