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Sermon preached by Pastor Ben Kuerth on July 10, 2016 at Victory of the Lamb on 1 Corinthians 

4: 

Series: 1 Corinthians – a 21st Century Church 

Today’s Focus: Led By Fools 

 

The Wisdom of Following a “Fool” 

What if we could create the perfect NBA basketball player? Perhaps someone with the 

athleticism of LeBron James, the length of Kevin Durant, the quick release of Steph Curry, the 

shot making ability of Kobe Bryant, the leadership of Michael Jordan, the passing of John 

Stockton, the court vision of Magic Johnson, the size of Wilt Chamberlain, the footwork of 

Hakeem Olajuwon…I could go on but you get the picture, don’t you? Who wouldn’t be fighting 

to get that player on their team? Of course any conversation about whose skills are the GOAT 

(Greatest of All Time) is going to end up hotly debated on social media, right?  

So dare I ask, what if we could create the perfect pastor? What qualities do you think people 

would be looking for? Perhaps if we asked around we’d get answers like someone who is a 

captivating preacher, yet someone who is also a compassionate listener, a wise counselor, a 

bold leader, maybe an outside the box visionary, a masterful administrator, a social advocate, 

an agent of change in the community, an encouraging teammate, a patient teacher, a skillful 

delegator, someone with a gentle bedside manner who you’d want to visit you when you’re in 

the hospital, yet someone with lots of energy who is good with kids, teenagers, and the college 

crowd, someone with a ready smile and a great sense of humor. Friends, what would be the 

qualities of the perfect pastor?  

Recall for a minute that in our journey through the book of 1 Corinthians so far, we’ve seen 

how the Corinthians were playing this very game in their church and how it led to sinful 

jealousy and quarrels. The church was being torn apart because the game “Who’s my favorite 

pastor?” became very divisive. And in their spiritual immaturity of picking their favorite pastors 

based on what qualities they were personally looking for, they forgot the #1 quality God is 

looking for in a pastor: Faithfulness. Faithfulness to Jesus and his word even when that means 

being looked down upon and judged a fool. 

So today we’re talking about the wisdom of following a “fool” – that is, following pastors like 

the apostle Paul, men who are faithful to Jesus and his word even when looked down upon or 

judged as fools for doing so. From 1 Corinthians chapter 4 today: 

This, then, is how you ought to regard us: as servants of Christ and as those entrusted with 

the mysteries God has revealed. This verse says a lot about the public ministry of the word, the 

preaching office that God has established for the good of the church. Real quickly, the word 
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“mysteries” here doesn’t mean that pastors have some sort of special access to secret inside 

info that they get straight from God. (I wish this was true. Trust me, it’s not!) Rather the word 

“mysteries” in the New Testament refers simply to things that human wisdom cannot discover 

on its own but that are now revealed by God to his people in his Word—in the Bible.  

So things like the fact that human beings are by nature sinful from birth and that we deserve 

nothing but God’s wrath and punishment from the moment our lives begin. That’s the message 

of the Law. This is a mystery to human reason. In other words you and I wouldn’t come up with 

this on our own. We’re all worse off than we would’ve ever concluded using just our brains. Yet 

God reveals this to us in the Bible. The Bible says that we human beings have a problem called 

sin and this is the ultimate reason why humans do horrible, evil, racist things sometimes and 

the reason why we shouldn’t be surprised that society isn’t just getting better and better all the 

time like evolution advocates want us to believe will happen. And so every human solution that 

doesn’t acknowledge the underlying problem of sin is like just trying to put a Band-Aid on 

cancer. 

The good news however, the Gospel, is that the actual solution to our sin problem isn’t 

something that we would come up with on our own either. It’s a solution in fact that can’t be 

found in anything that we do because it is found exclusively in what our Savior Jesus Christ has 

done for us. This message is revealed only in the Bible. And it’s what makes Christianity actually 

the most inclusive, beautiful, wonderful religion there is because it’s the only one that says it 

doesn’t matter who you are or where you come from…it doesn’t what you’ve achieved or 

haven’t achieved…what matters is what Jesus Christ, the sinless Son of God, has done for you 

through his life, death, and resurrection as your substitute. So no matter who you are…your life 

matters to God because Jesus Christ gave his life for yours.  

Heaven then is described in Revelation 7 as this wonderful place of peaceful and perfect 

diversity in the presence of God where gathered around his throne are people of every tribe 

and every race and from every nation here under the sun because Jesus died for everyone’s sin. 

There is then but really one race after all in the eyes of God, the human race, bought with the 

precious blood of Jesus Christ. And so that everyone would believe the good news of Christ’s 

victory and be saved and go to heaven… God has given us his word in the Bible. And to preach it 

is the chief reason God has given pastors to his church so that you might hear it and believe it 

and be saved by it. 

In the eyes of the world I know this might not sound like much, it might even sound foolish, but 

God has turned upside down the wisdom of this world so that all the glory would go to him. 

Remember what we heard in chapter 1: 18 For the message of the cross is foolishness to those 

who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. …21 For since in the 
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wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did not know him, God was pleased through 

the foolishness of what was preached to save those who believe. (1 Corinthians 1:18,21). 

Friends, there is wisdom in following a fool if that person is preaching the foolishness of God’s 

Word that saves those who believe! 

2 Now it is required that those who have been given a trust must prove faithful. 3 I care very 

little if I am judged by you or by any human court; indeed, I do not even judge myself. 4 My 

conscience is clear, but that does not make me innocent. It is the Lord who judges me. 
5 Therefore judge nothing before the appointed time; wait until the Lord comes. He will bring 

to light what is and hidden in darkness and will expose the motives of the heart. The 

Corinthians were criticizing Paul, judging his heart even, and impugning him with evil motives. 

Fortunately Paul knew he didn’t need their approval or the world’s applause when after all, 

what really mattered is that he had God’s approval in Christ.   

But I mean, what else is new? How quick our world is right now to judge the motives of a 

person’s heart, right? It’s as if we’re all judge and jury of a person’s heart and motives from the 

moment we hear the next bad thing on the news before any investigation or any of the facts 

are brought to light even. Our world is so quick to judge the motives of people’s hearts and how 

often isn’t our knee jerk reaction to assume the very worst of someone? On social media it’s as 

if everyone has forgotten that it’s not our job to judge people’s hearts. Of course it’s quick and 

easy to label a person or even whole groups of people as racist or bigoted or intolerant or 

liberal or whatever but it’s rarely that simple and this is no solution anyway. 

And so you and I would be wise to follow the apostle Paul who advises us to leave the judging 

of people’s motives up to Jesus on Judgment Day. At that time each will receive their praise 

from God. Jesus will one day right all wrongs. He will bring to light what is hidden in darkness. 

6 Now, brothers and sisters, I have applied these things to myself and Apollos for your benefit, 

so that you may learn from us the meaning of the saying, “Do not go beyond what is written.” 

Then you will not be puffed up in being a follower of one of us over against the other. 7 For 

who makes you different from anyone else? What do you have that you did not receive? And 

if you did receive it, why do you boast as though you did not?  

8 Already you have all you want! Already you have become rich! You have begun to reign—

and that without us! How I wish that you really had begun to reign so that we also might 

reign with you! You get what Paul’s saying here? Without naming names he’s rebuking the kind 

of attitude that would say, “Why would I study the Bible with a pastor like Paul? I mean what 

could I possibly learn from a guy like that that I don’t already know when clearly I’m smarter 
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than he is anyway?” Or “Why should I get up and go to church and listen to that boring 

preacher when I’ve got much more important things than hear what I’ve already heard 

before?”  

You get it? Paul here is saying, “Some of you Corinthians think you’re so self-sufficient and so 

smart that you don’t even need the ministry of the word anymore. Some of you Corinthians act 

like you know it all already as if you were self-made Christians and came up with this all on your 

own without me telling you about it. Some of you think you’re so important all of a sudden that 

like kings in your castle you can look down on the commoners around you who aren’t spiritual 

as you. I guess if only I knew what you know then I could be as a wise and wonderful as you! 

Then I could be a spiritual titan like you all puffed up full of pride ready to evaluate and judge 

everyone’s motives but your own!” 

9 For it seems to me that God has put us apostles on display at the end of the procession, like 

those condemned to die in the arena. We have been made a spectacle to the whole universe, 

to angels as well as to human beings. 10 We are fools for Christ, but you are so wise in Christ! 

We are weak, but you are strong! You are honored, we are dishonored! 11 To this very hour 

we go hungry and thirsty, we are in rags, we are brutally treated, we are homeless. 12 We 

work hard with our own hands. When we are cursed, we bless; when we are persecuted, we 

endure it; 13 when we are slandered, we answer kindly. We have become the scum of the 

earth, the garbage of the world—right up to this moment. 

In love, as their spiritual father who first shared the gospel with these them, Paul wants to help 

the Corinthians see the danger of their sinful pride and self-reliance in order to lead them back 

to Jesus and away from the divisions and sinful games they were playing in the church. In love 

Paul wants to help them see that they still have much to learn. In love Paul wants to help them 

stay connected to Christ and never lose their confidence in the foolishness of the simple gospel 

message. Because at the moment, these self-sufficient Corinthians felt like they lacked nothing 

and were sitting on top of the world. But meanwhile the apostles, like Paul, servants of Jesus 

who risked everything to go and share the gospel with people like the Corinthians who had 

never heard it before… were being treated like prisoners of war dragged in chains. That’s sure 

no way to treat a faithful pastor. But that’s the picture that Paul uses here. 

When Rome won a battle, such prisoners of war were paraded through Rome in chains behind 

the victorious army to be insulted and jeered at by the crowd along the route. Such prisoners of 

war were doomed to die in the public executions carried out by the Romans in the coliseum 

where they were tormented and killed by wild animals in front of cheering crowds. Paul is 

pointing out to the Corinthians that the whole world and the holy angels themselves are 

witnesses to the humiliation of God’s servants being treated like this for no other reason than 
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that they were remaining faithful to Jesus and his word. And so with biting sarcasm Paul 

contrasts the Corinthians lofty evaluation of themselves with the world’s evaluation of him as 

scum and refuse and a fool. 

And yet through all this Paul shows us the proper response to unjust evaluation and unfair 

criticism. When we are cursed, we bless; when we are persecuted, we endure it; 13 when we 

are slandered, we answer kindly. Does that sound like something we need to hear today after 

all that’s going on in our world? Absolutely. Because who does that sound like? Like Jesus, 

right? Remember what Jesus said, “Love your enemies. Pray for those who persecute you” 

(Matthew 5:44). Remember Romans chapter 12 where it says: “Do not repay anyone evil for 

evil…but overcome evil with good.” Remember Jesus who suffered ridicule and insults but did 

not retaliate. Who endured physical hardship, persecution, and pain but instead of fighting back 

prayed for their forgiveness. Who remained faithful to his Father and the mission he was given 

to rescue us all from our sins and from ourselves, to take upon himself all the injustice, racism, 

and hatred that the world has to offer to obtain forgiveness for our sins and peace with God. 

So what do you want from a pastor? What kind of things do you look for? A charismatic 

communicator? An outgoing personality? A strong leader in the community? Someone who is 

outwardly successful and can draw a big crowd? Those were things that the Corinthians started 

to think they wanted. Instead Paul in this chapter reminds us first of all what God wants—

someone who is faithful to Jesus and his word. That’s who I strive to be and pray that I 

remain—someone willing to look and sound foolish, for Jesus’ sake, and for yours. Amen.  


