
  

Discussion Starters for the week of May 11, 2014 

Life application materials for use in  
Sheep Squads, home devotions, & other small groups 

 

 
Stonework: The Touchstone  

1. Getting to Know Each Other:  Have you ever been scammed? What happened? When did you realize 
it was a scam? What were the signs? 

 

John 10:1-10 
 (HCSB) 

“I assure you: Anyone who doesn’t enter the        

sheep pen by the door but climbs in some other         

way, is a thief and a robber. 2 The one who           

enters by the door is the shepherd of the sheep.          

3 The doorkeeper opens it for him, and the sheep         

hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by name          

and leads them out. 4 When he has brought all          

his own outside, he goes ahead of them. The         

sheep follow him because they recognize his       

voice. 5 They will never follow a stranger;        

instead they will run away from him, because        

they don’t recognize the voice of strangers.”  

6 Jesus gave them this illustration, but they did         

not understand  what He was telling them.  

 

7 So Jesus said again, “I assure you: I am the           

door of the sheep. 8 All who came before Me          

are thieves and robbers, but the sheep didn’t        

listen to them. 9 I am the door. If anyone enters           

by Me, he will be saved and will come in and go            

out and find pasture. 10 A thief comes only to          

steal and to kill and to destroy. I have come so           

that they may have life and have it in abundance.  

 

 

2. The Text: How do we avoid being scammed? 

a. Touchstone: “A touchstone was for centuries a popular method of testing silver purity. It was 
often made from a wedge of thick slate upon which the silver item was rubbed. The colour of 
the resulting stripe was compared to the results from known metals. If the colour was similar, 
then further testing could be undertaken by applying ‘Aqua Regia’ which was a solution of 
Nitric and Hydrochloric acids.” (http://www.silverstall.com/testing-silver.html) 

b. When we hear a preacher or teacher speak, what should we use as our “touchstone?” 

c. It has been said that the best way to learn to detect fake money is it spend  a lot of time 
studying real money. Jesus says, “The sheep follow him because they recognize his voice.” 
We get to know Jesus’ voice by spending a lot of time listening to it. 

i. What time have you spent this week getting to know Jesus voice? 

ii. Jesus not only is our shepherd, but he is the Good Shepherd. When he speaks, he 
tells us how we might have life.  Spend a minutes to think of your favorite words of 
Jesus that speak about how he has given you life. If you can’t think of any, page 
through the book of John. When you have one, write it down. 

d. One key to telling if the message that we hear is true is by telling if both the law and Gospel 
are being preached. How do you define what “The Law” is? How about “The Gospel?” 
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i. One question Pastor said we can use when comparing preachers to the touchstone is, 
“Do they hate sin as much as Jesus hates sin?” What types of sins do some churches in 
our society take lightly? Why might they do so? 

ii. On the other hand, many false preachers preach the law, but use it for the wrong 
purpose. They use the law to try to coerce or guilt people into action. They use 
religion to “bind you up.”  

1. Can you think of an example? 

2. What is the correct use of the law? 

iii. Jesus says he is the gate to life. What “life”is he talking about? How is he the “gate” 
to this life? 

iv. Jesus is the only gate to life.  

1. What do some false teachers say are other ways to get to living life to the 
fullest here on earth?  

2. What other gates do they give as ways to get into heaven? 

v. Discuss: If Jesus is the only “gate” to life, do we still need to follow God’s law? 

3. The Shepherd: (As time permits) In each of the following passages, answer the following questions: 

● What characteristic of a shepherd is being used in this image? 
● In the picture, who is the flock? Who is the shepherd? 
● What is God teaching us about himself? 
● What is he promising to do for us? Or  What is he teaching us to do? 
● What is he teaching us to pray for? 

a. Ezekiel 34:1-10 

b. Ezekiel 34:11-16 

c. Matthew 18:12-14 

d. Acts 20:28-31 

4. “With thanksgiving let your requests be known to God.”  Let everyone take a time to pray for one 
thing they are thankful for and one thing they would like to ask God for.  

 
My Next Steps 

Point to Ponder: Staying close to Jesus through his word is the only way to avoid becoming the victim of a 
spiritual scam. 

Treasure to Share: “My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal life, 
and they shall never perish; no one can snatch them out of my my hand. ” John 10:27-28). 

Action to Take: We get to know the voice of our Good Shepherd, Jesus, when we spend time daily in his word. 
Tonight before you go to bed, search the Gospel of John for one verse that speaks to you about how much 
God loves you. Read it out loud. Write it down. Try and memorize it as you lie in bed letting your mind think 
about what it means. Then try to recall it first thing Monday morning to start your week following your 
Savior’s voice! 
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