
  

Discussion Starters for the week of June 15th, 2014 

Life application materials for use in  
Sheep Squads, home devotions, & other small groups 

 

 
Modern Family: Off Center  

1. Getting to Know Each Other:  What are you looking forward to this summer? Any plans? 

Philippians 2:3-8 
 (HCSB) 

Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others better 

than yourselves. Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the 

interests of others.  

 Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus:  Who, being in very nature God, 

did not consider equality with God something to be grasped,  but made himself nothing, 

taking the very nature of a servant,  being made in human likeness. And being found in 

appearance as a man,  he humbled himself  and became obedient to death—  even 

death on a cross!  

1. Reflect: What gaps have you seen between God’s perfect principles and your family and relationships? 
Care to share? Pause and pray. 

2. A family is off center when Children become the parents. 

a. Pastor Ben warned about making children the center of the family. What responsibility do 
parents have with regards to the 4th commandment? 

b. What (well intentioned) things do parents do for their kids that can take center stage instead of 
Jesus? 

c. Parents may be tempted to find their identity in their children. How is this setting the parent up 
for failure? 

d. You may not be a parent. Where else may we try to find our identity and base our happiness? 
How is this setting us up for failure? 

3. Christ-centered homes produce God-Centered people. 

a. Re-read the lesson from Paul’s letter to the Philippians. Isn’t Paul saying we should make others 
the center of our life? 

b. What’s the difference between doing things for others and making others the center? 

c. "Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others." 
(Philippians 2:4) - What does this look like? 

i. In your household? 

ii. In your family? 

iii. Among your friends? 

iv. Within your workplace? 

Feed Your Faith. Fulfill Friendships. Seek to Serve. 
 



d. What was the outcome of Jesus humiliation? (Lookup Philippians 2:9-11) 

i. Does this mean we should expect glory if we humble ourselves? 

ii. What does this mean for us? 

4. “With thanksgiving let your requests be known to God.” Have each person name someone they 
would like to pray for. Have each person list something that they would like to thank God for. 

 

My Next Steps 

Connect: How would children's lives in the modern family context today be different (and better) if their lives 
were focused on knowing Christ and on serving others? 

Treasure to Share: "Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others." 
(Philippians 2:4) 

Challenge:  Take some time to ask yourself who is really the center of your home. Is it the kids? Is it you? Or is it 
Christ? 

Talk about implementing at least one of the following ways (or make up your own) to make your home more 
Christ-centered this week: 

● Pray together as a family. Read the Bible. Use the resources we send home with the kids at Bible Quest. 
● Stop rescuing your kids. Let them feel the consequences of their actions and lead them to repent. 
● Say no. Every desire is not a need. 
● Set and enforce boundaries that are informed by the Bible. 
● Help your children serve others emphasizing Christ's love for us as our motivation. 
● Others? 

Feed Your Faith. Fulfill Friendships. Seek to Serve. 
 


