
  

Discussion Starters for the week of June 1st, 2014 

Life application materials for use in  
Sheep Squads, home devotions, & other small groups 

 

 
Modern Family: Picture Perfect 

1. Getting to Know Each Other:  What was your family like when you were growing up? What were 
your parents like? Did you grow up with siblings?  

2.  “None of us has the Picture Perfect family.” Pastor Ben reminded us that not even the families in 
the Bible were without problems. That is because they, like us, were sinful. Have each person pick 
one of the families listed in Genesis and summarize for the group the problem the family was having: 

a. 4:1-12 
b. 6:1-8 
c. 9:18-27 
d. 12:10-20 
e. 25:27-34 
f. 37:12-28 

3. Instead of perfect examples in scripture we find a bunch of perfect principals - God’s blueprint for 
families. 

a. Who are a part of your family now? Maybe the are family by blood. May they become family. 
Maybe they are your friends. In other words, what role in life has God called you to in relation 
to those around you. 

b. Paul in his letter to the Colossians, which Pastor read, shows us God’s blueprint (3:18-4:1): 

● Wives, submit to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord.  
● Husbands, love your wives and do not be harsh with them.  
● Children, obey your parents in everything, for this pleases the Lord.  
● Fathers, do not embitter your children, or they will become discouraged.  
● Slaves, obey your earthly masters in everything; and do it, not only when their eye is 

on you and to win their favor, but with sincerity of heart and reverence for the Lord... 
● Masters, provide your slaves with what is right and fair, because you know that you 

also have a Master in heaven.  
 

c. How does God show his love for us in his blueprint for our families and our society? 

4. Showing Love in Our Families 

c. As you see God’s description, you realize that this is not your family. God shows us 

there is a gap between our real and our ideal family. - And it hurts. We are tempted 

to normalize it.   “That’s just the modern family today.” What types of attitudes and 

activities does our society ask us to normalize?  

d. For each item listed above, what instead is God’s blueprint? 

 

 

Feed Your Faith. Fulfill Friendships. Seek to Serve. 
 



e. Jesus never compromised the ideal, but never condemned those who came having 

fallen short - in faith. 

i. In what ways did Jesus show his love for us, his adopted children? How 

does he still show us his love today? 

ii. How do you show love to your family? 

iii. What can you do this week to show your love to those in your family this 

week? Fearlessly pursue the ideal - through Jesus message of hope! 

 

My Next Steps 

Connect:  Share some examples of how our culture tries to portray a dysfunctional family as being normal and 
acceptable. Why is family dysfunction so readily embraced? How does this impact your pursuit of the ideal in 
your family? 
 
Treasure to Share: God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world from 
him.” (John 3:17) 
 
Action to Take: Think about your family or your position in life right now. Think of one glaring spot where it is 
out of line with God’s blueprint. Pray for guidance to address this issue. Then make the change fully embracing 
God’s grace! 

Feed Your Faith. Fulfill Friendships. Seek to Serve. 
 


