
1 
 

Sermons preached by Pastor Ben on August 4, 2014 at Victory of the Lamb on John 14:1-6. 

Series: Good Questions – Honest Answers 

Today’s Focus: Don’t All Paths Lead to God? 

“Only Jesus Call Pull You Out of the Pit.” 

Many of you know that earlier this summer both my Grandma and then my Grandpa died, two weeks 

apart. Years ago they had asked me, as their grandson pastor, if I would do their graveside committal 

service. Of course I said Yes and that I’d be happy to do it even though I sure wasn’t thinking it would 

happen the way it did. But it was a unique privilege, me literally standing in the same place at the same 

cemetery next to the same tombstone in the same month with the same family members gathered 

around reading the same words. 

So what does one say in such a situation when people are sad? Fortunately God has designed words for 

just a time like that. Words to bring comfort. And not just wishful thinking or turn-that-frown-upside-

down kind of comfort. Real comfort. The Christian committal service in my little pastor’s companion 

book is so cool because it starts off with straight up promises of Jesus like these verses I’m going to read 

to you in just a little bit that reminded my grieving family that we don’t have to be troubled. We don’t 

have to be afraid. We can be sad, but at the same time have confidence that Grandpa and Grandma 

have a home prepared for them in heaven and one day we too we will be with them there in glory when 

Jesus comes back to take us also to be with him. Here is this comforting promise spoken by Jesus for you 

too as it’s recorded in John 14. This is what I read to my family at the graveside of my grandparents… 

1 “Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God; believe also in me. 2 My Father’s house has 

many rooms; if that were not so, would I have told you that I am going there to prepare a place for you? 

3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may 

be where I am. 4 You know the way to the place where I am going.” 

Friends, are these not some of the greatest words of comfort you could ever hear? Jesus of course spoke 

these words knowing his own death on the cross was just around the corner. He knew he was going to 

that cross to suffer and die for the sins of the world. That’s why he came, on a mission from God, to save 

sinners like us. In love he pressed on to do his Father’s will all the way until the bitter end. Yet he also 

knew that the end wouldn’t be on a cold stone slab in a tomb. Instead Jesus predicted that three days 

after his death he would rise from the dead—which he did. Forty days after his resurrection he then 

ascended to the right hand of the Father in heaven. And as he was going up into the sky he promised 

that one day he will come back down here in glory. Meanwhile he also promised that he would be 

preparing a place for all those who believe in him so that we will be with him forever one day in the 

new, renovated heavens and the new earth—the home of glory. Are these not incredible words of 

comfort!? 

They are!...except that for a lot of people today these words of comfort draw fierce criticism the 

moment anyone suggests that believing in Jesus is the only way to get to that place called heaven where 

Jesus said he was going. It’s a decidedly American way to react like this apparently—to say “All paths 
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must lead to God.” Perhaps just this one quote from ever popular Oprah Winfrey can sum up what the 

majority of Americans today believe. She has repeatedly said on TV things like this: “There are many 

paths to what you call god.”  

Now on the one hand that sounds like a very tolerant, reasonable, idea, doesn’t it? There are many 

people who would agree with that statement and would further say that anyone who would claim that 

there is just one path must be narrow-minded or intolerant or bigoted or worse. Maybe you’ve been 

accused of being like that and you didn’t know what to say. You weren’t trying to be offensive. Or 

maybe you’ve just plain wondered about this yourself. “Don’t somehow all paths eventually lead to 

God?” I think it’s a good question that deserves an honest answer. I’m going to try and give one today. 

And for me that means especially today my goal is to try and keep this short and sweet by sticking to the 

words of Jesus himself and what makes his claims entirely unique and, I would add, entirely comforting. 

Because in considering this question today, “Don’t all paths lead to God?”, a good starting point is what 

Jesus himself said about this. Here’s what he says in fact in the verses that come right after what I read 

before.  4 You know the way to the place where I am going.” 5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we don’t know 

where you are going, so how can we know the way?” 6 Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and 

the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 

Now there’s our key verse today. Obviously Jesus didn’t get the memo from Oprah that you aren’t 

supposed to say things like that. So something isn’t lining up here, right? “Hey, Jesus aren’t there many 

paths to what you call god?” “No, because I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the 

Father (God – I know who he is!) except through me.”  

So you heard Jesus’ own words. As a Christian pastor I suppose I could just say Amen now and be done. 

“Hey, Pastor Ben, don’t all paths lead to God?” “Well Jesus says No, so Amen.” But I think we need to 

understand why Jesus is saying this and how he isn’t saying these words to try and offend people but to 

bring us comfort. Let’s break down his words. The first thing Jesus said is, I am the way.  

Now of course if you’re climbing a mountain like Mt. Everest there are various ways of getting to the 

top. Not everyone takes the same route. And that’s why a lot of people think it works the same way with 

religion. Whether you are Christian, Muslim, Jewish, Buddhist, Hindu, Sikh, or whatever, each path is 

supposed to be able to get you to God. The Chinese philosopher Confucius once said, “There are many 

paths to the top of the mountain but the view is always the same.” The problem is that this is just a 

human analogy. Anyone can come up with a human analogy.  

Let me illustrate. Imagine your goal is to get to Lambeau Field from Showtime Cinema here today. What 

path will you take to get there? Well you could take I-43 north until you get to Green Bay. That would be 

a good path. Or you could take I-41 and go through Oshkosh. But what if you someone told you, “Hey, 

just take I-94 West as far as you can drive and you’ll eventually get there. For all paths eventually lead to 

Titletown?” Really? Because even if you really truly with all your heart sincerely believe that… it’s not 

going to be a happy moment when you run out of gas somewhere in the middle of Montana! 
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Jesus says, “I am the way.” How can he say this with a straight face? You see because only Jesus offers us 

heaven as a free gift of pure grace! Those of you who’ve been in Bible 101 class with me know I often 

ask the question, “How many religions do you think there are in the world today?” And most of the time 

these are the answers I get: “Oh there are so many of them. Who can even count them?” Or “Well 

aren’t there a couple main ones like you’ve got Islam, Hinduism, Judaism, Buddhism, and Christianity?”  

And I’ll say, “Those are good answers. I understand why you’d say that. But what if I told you that I think 

there are really only two religions?” And everyone usually kind of looks at me funny. “What I mean is I 

think you can take every religion that’s out there and boil them down into one category because they all 

basically say the same thing. They say that you need to try and be good by following these rules so that 

god—whoever he, she, or it is—will be happy with you and you can one day go to a happier place 

somewhere in the sky by and by.” That’s basically what every religion out there teaches. So you can spell 

this kind of religion like this: D…O. Do. You do. It’s about what you must do.  

Every religion is like this, except for Christianity. Because Jesus didn’t come and say, “Here’s what you 

must do to make God love you so that you can go to heaven.” He came to say, “Here’s what I’m going to 

do for you because I am God’s Son who loves you so much that I’m going to live without ever sinning as 

your substitute. I’m going to die the death that you have deserved. I’m going to remove the punishment 

that your sins have rightly earned. And I’m going to conquer even the grave itself so that all by grace as a 

free gift you can also win the victory over death, be resurrected in glory, and go to heaven.”  

And so Christianity isn’t a religion spelled D…O. It’s a religion spelled D…O…N…E. Jesus has done it all. 

DO vs DONE. That’s why on the cross he cried out, “It is finished.” It’s the difference between a gift given 

and wages earned. It’s the difference between a religion of God’s grace and a religion of your own good 

works. It’s the difference between a beautiful diamond and a lump of coal. It’s the difference between 

being able to have confidence instead of constant uncertainty. Jesus says, “I am the way” because he 

loves us and wants us to have confidence that we will be with him in heaven. If I gave you the correct 

route to get to Titletown USA, that would not be narrow minded, would it? 

Jesus says, “I am the Truth.” “Oh well isn’t that now so narrow minded, Jesus? How could anyone claim 

to have the truth?” But you know the more I think about this the happier I am that Jesus claims to bring 

the truth. I mean, I don’t know about you, but if I were sick and I went to the doctor, I would want a 

doctor who’s going to tell me straight up what’s wrong. In fact I want a doctor where even if I’m feeling 

fine and I go in for a routine test that they’re going to be honest with me if something is wrong.  

Just imagine that you went in for a medical test. The doctor looks over the tests and finds that you have 

cancer. But he doesn’t have the heart to tell you the truth. So instead he says something that sounds 

nice. He tells you, “Everything looks pretty good. Just keep doing what you’re doing and it’s all going to 

work out eventually. The power of positive thinking you know.” Well at first that might sound nice, but is 

it true? And if it isn’t true then it’s harmful no matter how nice it may sound at first. I don’t think you’d 

say it’s loving that’s for sure. “So Jesus, ‘Don’t all paths lead to God?’” He says, “Here’s the truth. You all 

have a sin problem. Your diagnosis is terminal. You can’t save yourselves. But I’ve come bringing you the 

cure. The way to get it is simply to believe in me. I am the way, the truth, and the life.” 
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Friends, what all other religions fail to grasp is the truth about our condition. None of us wants to 

believe we are so far off from God that we can’t save ourselves—that we have inherited sin from Adam. 

That we are by nature hostile to God. That we are in a hole, a pit, and we can’t climb out. But Jesus? He 

says, “I am the way, the truth, and the life.” 

What makes Jesus unique? For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever 

believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life (John 3:16). What makes Jesus unique is that Jesus 

alone of any so-called prophet, philosopher, teacher, guru, or scholar predicted his own death and 

resurrection and then pulled it off! The tombs of the founders of every religion are filled with their 

founders’ bones except for Jesus Christ. His tomb is empty! His resurrection proves his victory. His 

victory is the gift of eternal life to all who believe in him and him alone who is God’s Son our Savior.  

So in John chapter 14 today, Jesus gives a nice little explanation of what our faith is all about. It is a 

journey with a real destination. As we pass through real sadness and worry, Jesus tells us to trust in him. 

Why? Because he is preparing a place for us. And no matter how difficult our trials may be, what awaits 

us is a heavenly home. A place of true rest and peace. A place where we will finally be in the visible 

presence of Jesus and God our Father. A place of endless joy. He promises that when our home is 

finished he will come back for us, so that we may be where he is.  

Now is this belief too exclusive? Too narrow for you to believe? Well I can’t soften it for you. Jesus says 

he is the way. Actually Jesus once also used the analogy of a door which I really like. He said, “I’m the 

gate” or “I’m the door” (cf John 10:7). “I’m the door to heaven.” But here’s the thing, friends, that I want 

to emphasize. This is an all-inclusive message! In fact it’s pretty much the most inclusive message of any 

religion. You see, yes there is one door. It is a specific door. The door is Jesus. But this door is open to 

everyone! Not just religious people who seem to have their lives all together on the outside. Not just 

hard working people. Not just “good” people. But bad people. Confused people. Conflicted people. 

Sinners like us. Anyone and everyone who turns to Jesus Christ in repentance for their sins and trusts in 

Him! 

That’s why our church is here. This door is open to everyone in our community. We are not just a 

Lutheran church here to reach out to other Christians who are already Lutherans. We are a hospital for 

sinners. So everyone is welcome at our church. We want to invite everyone in our neighborhoods to 

come here to hear this good news of great joy. Jesus loves them! The door is open to all nations and all 

people! 

So you can choose to complain about the door. You can say that it’s too narrow. You can say, “How 

come there’s only one door?” And you can stand there outside the door yourself...if you want. But then 

understand, the only one keeping you outside the door is you. Or you could see today that your 

heavenly Father is calling you too. Your room also is almost ready. Jesus has just shown you the way in. I 

pray that the Holy Spirit would convince you again and again not to complain, “Hey how come there’s 

only one door” but to see the door and to run through it! Come join the party!  

I’m going to close today with a video clip that I think pretty well illustrates how uniquely comforting the 

message of Jesus Christ our Savior is! Take a look:  
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https://www.bluefishtv.com/Products/Downloadable_Video_Illustrations/1617/A_Man_Fell_in_a_Hole 

 

My Next Steps: 

Connect:  There are approximately 1 billion Muslims, over 650 million Hindus, over 300 million 

Buddhists, over 200 million followers of Chinese folk religion, in addition to the world's 1.6 billion 

nominal Christians. These are not just statistics. They represent real people; people who are born, live, 

and die every day firmly believing that their religion teaches the truth. 

Aha:  Despite the statistics, there are only two religions. One makes us responsible for making things 

right with God; the other affirms that God has made all things right through Jesus. The former makes 

any realistic hope of heaven impossible. The latter opens heaven to everyone. 

Treasure: Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to mankind by 

which we must be saved (Acts 4:12). 

Challenge: Come up with and commit to memory 3-4 constructive responses to people who ask: Don’t 

all paths lead to God? 

https://www.bluefishtv.com/Products/Downloadable_Video_Illustrations/1617/A_Man_Fell_in_a_Hole

