
Sunday Leftovers! 
  
(Here are some thoughts from my sermon study this week that didn’t make it into the  
message but which I thought some of you might find interesting and beneficial, and because I 
had an extra page I could fill in the worship folder...so enjoy!)  
— Pastor Ben 
  
Today our sermon text from Colossians 2:16-23 teaches us about both the security and the 
freedom we have in Christ through the gospel. Uniquely and wonderfully the Lutheran church 
has historically maintained this freedom in the face of pressure from those who would insist 
that you need to keep certain man-made rules and traditions—even to do church in certain 
ways.  
  
Article VII of the Lutheran Augsburg Confession of 1530 states clearly: And to the true unity of 
the Church it is enough to agree concerning the doctrine of the Gospel and the administration of 
the Sacraments. Nor is it necessary that human traditions, that is, rites or ceremonies, instituted 
by men, should be everywhere alike. As Paul says: One faith, one Baptism, one God and Father 
of all, etc. Eph. 4:5-6.  [citation from www.bookofconford.org] 
  
In other words the Lutheran church has historically always taught in line with the Bible that 
complete agreement in the teachings of God’s Word is indeed essential for true fellowship, but 
complete agreement in human customs is not essential. In the arena of human customs and 
traditions we have glorious freedom! 
  
So what then is our guide for exercising our freedom from all human rules and man-made 
requirements? Paul told the Galatians: “You, my brothers and sisters, were called to be free. But 
do not use your freedom to indulge the flesh; rather, serve one another humbly in love” (Gal. 
5:13 NIV2011). 
  
Love is our guide in those areas where God has neither commanded or forbidden something. 
Love for my neighbor should always trump what I want just for myself. Sometimes this means 
even if I have the freedom to do something, I might refrain from doing it if it would cause 
offense to someone who is weak in their faith and  who doesn’t yet understand the freedom 
we have in Christ. Paul told the Corinthians: “Be careful, however, that the exercise of your 
freedom does not become a stumbling block to the weak” (1 Cor. 8:9 NIV84). 
  
Article X of the Formula of Concord speaks more about this. In particular it speaks to the careful 
exercise of freedom guided by love in regard to the customs and ceremonies of a church’s 
worship: 
  
2. We believe, teach, and confess that the congregation of God of every place and every time 
has the power, according to its circumstances, to change such ceremonies in such manner as 



may be most useful and edifying to the congregation of God. 

3. Nevertheless, that herein all frivolity and offense should be avoided, and special care should 
be taken to exercise forbearance towards the weak in faith. 1 Cor. 8:9; Rom. 14:13. 
  
It is just this attitude of using our gospel freedom out of special care for those weak in faith that 
I believe drives our vision of “loving people enough to meet them where they are.” Take a look 
at our next page and see how our mission and core values line up with this idea. 
  
  

  
  

 

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Cor.%208.9
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom.%2014.13

