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There’s still hope for Christianity, right?  Like, not everything is going wrong yet… Oh sure, 
Christians are being shot by terrorists and Christians are dying before they are even born.  More 
and more people have really no idea what the Bible is about.  Church attendance is declining, 
either because our reputation is be drug through the mud or because we’re putting a negative 
image of ourselves out there…blah blah blah.  You’ve heard it all before, and you’re worried, at 
least a little, right?  But there’s still hope for Christianity.  There are still a lot of Christians in this 
country and many faithful pastors and churches that just want to preach God’s grace.  There are 
brave Christians who stand up for the faith and those who rally around the martyrs of our time.  
On the whole, no one really thinks the Christianity is going anywhere, but what if we really were 
worried about Christianity ceasing to exist in this country? 

In Jeremiah’s time, this was a serious concern.  Let me just set the scene for you.  Jeremiah 
was living about 600 years before Jesus came, in the time right before Babylon was going to come 
wipe out Israel.  The reason Babylon was coming was because the Israelites were practicing 
idolatry.  Now, what does that mean?  Well, they had actually given up following God and 
changed their national religion to a worship of idols.  This of course does not sit well it God, so he 
sends Jeremiah to talk to his people and to tell them that they gotta stop being so dumb!  
Jeremiah’s ministry was really tough, mostly because no one wanted to listen to him.  There a 
number of places throughout the book that Jeremiah is just pleading with the people to repent of 
their sins and come back to God.  Why?  Because he had the 30,000 foot view of what was going 
down.   

See, sin very rarely is something that comes into our lives full force, it is almost always very 
sneaky.  In fact, I was just talking to the catechism class kids about this last Sunday, but Satan does 
not want you to notice him.  In the same way that the church of Satan is very concealed in a lot of 
communities and how we create these images of Satan as a red man with horns and a pitchfork or 
as an attractive young man like in that new show, Lucifer, Satan wants to be sneaky.  For the 
Israelites, idolatry had snuck its way into their culture.  They had been on this downward 
trajectory for over 100 years.  Sure, there were upswings.  There were kings like Josiah who 
brought back the practice of reading from the first five books of the Old Testament regularly in a 
public way, but on the whole, the bad outweighed the good.  And as sin chipped away at the 
church, God used Jeremiah to help his people see their fall, but they would not listen.   

What Jeremiah saw was the inevitable.  Now, granted it was directly revealed by God, 
Jeremiah was not some sort of future predictor by his own power, but he could see it.  He could 
see that God was going to punish Israel if they would not turn back to him.  He knew that the 
Babylonians were going to come in and crush the nation.  He knew that by the end of this thing, 
the nation was going to be nothing but a dry dead stump like he describes just a chapter earlier.  
Check this out, this is from Jeremiah 32…  

30 “The people of Israel and Judah have done nothing but evil in my sight from their 
youth; indeed, the people of Israel have done nothing but arouse my anger with what their 
hands have made. 31 From the day it was built until now, this city has so aroused my anger and 
wrath that I must remove it from my sight. 32 The people of Israel and Judah have provoked me 
by all the evil they have done—they, their kings and officials, their priests and prophets, the 



people of Judah and those living in Jerusalem. 33 Though I taught them again and again, they 
would not listen or respond to discipline. 34 They set up their vile images in the house that bears 
my Name and defiled it. 35 They built high places for Baal to sacrifice their sons and daughters to 
Molek, though I never commanded—nor did it enter my mind—that they should do such a 
detestable thing and so make Judah sin.  

Yeah, they’re in trouble.  They are about to wiped out…not by terrorists…not by churches 
that don’t preach the truth…but by God himself because God will not stand for being second place 
in the life of the church.  The church was going down, and no one seemed to have the sense to 
see it happening.  They just let whatever idol they felt like worshipping at the time come in…and 
they were destroyed. 

There’s still hope for the church though, right?  In 2015, we aren’t really like them though.  
We have a pastor and senior vicar who preach directly from the Bible and let it say what it says 
even if it isn’t culturally acceptable.  We don’t have to worry about idolatry.  I mean, go over to 
the ministry center and look, there isn’t a statue of Aaron Rodgers in the worship space.  We 
aren’t worshipping anyone but the true God there!  But are we just looking at the wrong things?   

Do we think that things are going pretty well because occasionally we see upswings in our 
religious climate?  How about all those people who went back to church after 9/11?  How about 
the return to gospel predominant preaching that has grown back into many non-denominational 
churches?  How about if a candidate with biblical values wins the presidential election?  Plus, we 
don’t sacrifice our children to false gods or anything like God was ticked about in Jeremiah 32!  
Are those upswings that will somehow fix the problems we see, or are we just fooling ourselves?  

Friends, I think too often we forget to see the sneak y ways that Satan sets up idols in our 
lives in hopes that we will just laugh them off as not a big deal, in order that what it is takes a little 
bit of attention away from God.  We are refusing to see the dangerous things we let into our lives.  

See, things are going to get worse.  That’s a fact. The Bible says that to the Israelites, and it 
says it to us as well.  We just ended the series, “It’s the end of the world…and I feel fine.”  When 
we start talking about the end of world, it’s easy to start drawing lines.  Well, the world wouldn’t 
be so bad if the Muslims would just…. This would all be fixed if the Republicans did this, or the 
Democrats said this, or the Third Party folks would take the White House….  It would be better if 
people didn’t keep messing up the Bible….  It would be better if music and TV didn’t hyper-
sexualize our children….  And yes, this is all true, but before we blame the Babylonians for coming 
to destroy the Israelites, let’s remember that the Israelites were sinful.  They had their idols, and 
they were the ones who were God’s chosen people!   In other words, remember, sin is part of 
who we are. 

Like them, by our actions, we can be a lot like a dry stump.  Dead.  Useless.  Stuck.  But God 
makes a promise to dead stumps. 

14 “ ‘The days are coming,’ declares the LORD, ‘when I will fulfill the good promise I made 
to the people of Israel and Judah.  

15 “ ‘In those days and at that time  
I will make a righteous Branch sprout from David’s line;  
he will do what is just and right in the land.  

16 In those days Judah will be saved  
and Jerusalem will live in safety.  



This is the name by which it will be called:  
The LORD Our Righteous Savior.’  

 
Now, remember the context.  God has just told the Israelites how terrible their sins are, but 

in the midst of terrible disobedience, God promises righteousness.  He promises that even though 
the reign of David’s family that had lasted for 400 years was going to end because of the 
disobedience of the Israelites, God was going to preserve his people and forgive them.   

Now, here’s the point. Tune in right here.  God forgives the pious failure, which I am all too 
often.  God forgives the knowingly disobedient, which I am more than I care to admit.  God 
forgives the justification I offer for my sins.  He does all this because he wants you to see the 
enormous nature of his love.  When things are darkest, God shines brightest. 

If we think Christianity is doing well for itself right now, or if we think we’re pulling the 
Christian life off, we don’t need God so much.  We can put off falling to our knees to pray or 
taking time to teach our children what Jesus has done for them.  But when we realize how dark 
things are, we can help but be hopelessly devoted to the only option we have: The promise of the 
Lord, our righteous savior.  

For Israelites, when the world was darkest, and no stone of the temple was left on another 
and it seemed that everything they held dear was gone, they had the promise that there was 
going to be a king who would save them.  They knew he would be the Lord, their righteous savior.   

We know him too, because he has already come.  God has brought a savior for every sin 
and every danger.  What can human beings do to us?  We know our savior’s name.  Jesus, the 
righteous savior. 

Jesus came to bring justice and righteousness, and although the justice that Jesus bring 
terrifies us because it reminds us that our idolatry runs deeper than any of us care to admit, we 
know that the righteousness that he gives to us makes all that sin go away. 

Christmas is coming.  What are you going anticipate?  You know, it’s interesting, at 
Christmas we don’t anticipate the things that we have all the time, we anticipate the things we 
desperately want, the things we long for.  I personally look forward to Christmas music (which I 
can finally listen to know that Thanksgiving is over).  I look forward to it because it reminds me of 
the wonderful things that are true about Christmas time that are not true about the rest of the 
year.  I anticipate gifts from family and friends.  I anticipate Christmas cookies.  I anticipate being 
with family.  But I anticipate those things because I don’t have them otherwise.   

So, this year, let’s build the anticipation.  Let’s remember that the baby coming to the 
manger in Bethlehem isn’t just cute, isn’t just going to get an angel chorus to welcome him, isn’t 
just going to grow up to do some amazing things.  Let’s remember that the baby in the manger is 
God himself stepping into our destructive sinful lives to us make us whole again, to forgive for 
every pious failure, every outright disobedience and every sinful justification.  Let’s long for that, 
brothers and sisters. Amen. 

 


