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Sermon preached by Pastor Ben Kuerth on 1 Corinthians 1 at Victory of the Lamb on June 26, 

2016. 

Series: 1 Corinthians – a 21st Century Church 

Today’s Focus: A Church of Nobodies 

“Your Savior Makes You a Somebody!” 

Name a city famous for its many forms of entertainment, its night life, the obsession of its 

people with outward appearance and beauty, its chapels of love, its celebrity culture, its 

glorification of sex, where people from all over come to spend a few days passing through. 

Sound like 21st century Las Vegas? Actually I’m talking about 1st century Corinth. It was the Las 

Vegas of Greece. It was Sin City of the 1st Century.  

So what do you think…sound like a terrible place to start a church? Or does it perhaps sound 

like a strategic place to showcase the life transforming power of the gospel of Jesus Christ? Can 

you imagine going there to start a church from scratch? 

Yet that’s exactly what a man named Paul did. And today we’re beginning a summer long 

journey through this book of the Bible called 1 Corinthians. It’s a letter that Paul, the Apostle 

Paul, wrote back to this Christian church that he had started in Corinth a couple years earlier. 

He’s writing them this letter to help answer some of their honest spiritual questions but also to 

deal with some reports that he had received about some serious problems within their 

congregation. Because as you can imagine, living in a society like Corinth’s…it was easy to 

become desensitized to sin. It was easy to slip into a very self-centered, instant gratification 

way of thinking. And because most of the Corinthians were relatively new believers in Jesus, 

they still had a lot of growing up to do.  

So over the next couple weeks we’re going to see how amazingly similar the culture of this first 

century society is to ours and how absolutely relevant the message of God’s Word still is to our 

world. Basically the culture and the issues of the 1st century…we’re going to see how similar 

they are to our 21st century culture. So let’s get into it. We’re going to waltz through chapter 1 

today. It starts out like this:  

Paul, called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and our brother Sosthenes, 

2 To the church of God in Corinth, to those sanctified in Christ Jesus and called to be his holy 

people, together with all those everywhere who call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ—

their Lord and ours: 

3 Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  
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So what I want you to notice here is that right away Paul sets their identity bar very high, 

doesn’t he!? I mean we’re going to hear later in this series how messed up and immature this 

church is. We’re going to hear how much these people were struggling with sins of every kind. 

And yet Paul begins by reminding them who they really are “in Christ Jesus.” In other words 

despite their selfishness, despite their sins, despite their struggles with their sexuality, they are 

“those sanctified in Christ Jesus”.  

That word “sanctified” means “set apart by God to be his special people.” And what was true 

for the Corinthian Christians is also true for all of us who are Christians today. It doesn’t mean 

that we never sin. It doesn’t that we’ve got it all figured out or that we’re perfect. Look, I’m not 

perfect either. I myself am in daily, deep need of a Savior. But a Christian isn’t someone who 

tries harder and harder to become holy one day by their own efforts. A Christian is someone 

who finds their identity in the fact that they are a forgiven child of God through faith in Jesus 

Christ who lived in a perfect life in their place. So the Corinthians, like you and me, were made 

holy through faith in Jesus their perfect Savior and they were called to show their thanks to God 

by trying to live holy lives in a godless society. 

So who are the Corinthians? Who are we? Despite all our sins, we are recipients of grace—

God’s undeserved love. Like the Corinthians we are people who are at peace with God.  

4 I always thank my God for you because of his grace given you in Christ Jesus. 5 For in him you 

have been enriched in every way—with all kinds of speech and with all knowledge— 6 God 

thus confirming our testimony about Christ among you. 7 Therefore you do not lack any 

spiritual gift as you eagerly wait for our Lord Jesus Christ to be revealed. 8 He will also keep 

you firm to the end, so that you will be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 God is 

faithful, who has called you into fellowship with his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Let’s pause here a moment. It’s easy to find people’s flaws, isn’t it? Some of you live in homes 

where you perhaps feel like everything you do is quickly found to be at fault or where you 

yourself are quick to find fault in everything everyone else does. But note how the Apostle Paul 

starts out this letter by focusing on the good that God has done in the Corinthians and what he 

is confident that God will do for the Corinthians.  

I mean when we focus on people’s faults exclusively…do good things usually result? No. 

Discouragement usually sets in. Coaching 6 year olds at soccer camp teaches one this. Of course 

6 year olds have a lot to learn. But if as a coach you just point out flaws in technique or criticize 

attitudes…is that going to be very helpful to a child? No. It’s more likely to discourage them. At 

best it might make them better soccer players but it won’t inspire them to love playing the 

game of soccer or respect their coach. So also just finding fault with Christians is easy to do. 
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Criticizing them might change outward behavior…a little bit, but it won’t change the heart or 

give them long term hope. 

But when we focus first not on what we’ve failed to do but what God has done for us like Paul 

does here with the Corinthians, even the darkest moments can be filled with hope and praise. 

That’s one of the things we highlighted this week at soccer camp. Even when we face dark 

times, Jesus always gives us reason to hope because he is the light of the world. He is a Savior 

who loves us. Jesus gives us courage. Jesus gives us power.  

So here Paul praises God who is still powerfully at work in the Corinthians. And because it’s God 

who is powerfully at work, Paul expresses his confidence that it is God who will bring them 

across the finish line into heaven. Isn’t this a wonderful truth? Some of you need to hold onto 

this truth that even when you feel weak in faith, have no fear because God is in fact holding on 

to you! “He will also keep you firm to the end, so that you will be blameless on the day of our 

Lord Jesus Christ.” 

But then of course we do start to find out this has church has some problems that needed to be 

addressed.  

10 I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you 

agree with one another in what you say and that there be no divisions among you, but that 

you be perfectly united in mind and thought. 11 My brothers and sisters, some from Chloe’s 

household have informed me that there are quarrels among you. 12 What I mean is this: One 

of you says, “I follow Paul”; another, “I follow Apollos”; another, “I follow Cephas”; still 

another, “I follow Christ.” 

13 Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Were you baptized in the name of Paul? 14 I 

thank God that I did not baptize any of you except Crispus and Gaius, 15 so no one can say that 

you were baptized in my name. 16 (Yes, I also baptized the household of Stephanas; beyond 

that, I don’t remember if I baptized anyone else.) 17 For Christ did not send me to baptize, but 

to preach the gospel—not with wisdom and eloquence, lest the cross of Christ be emptied of 

its power. 

So do you understand the problems here? Apparently there were some people who were upset 

because they didn’t get to make all the decisions. There were some people who got upset 

because they didn’t see eye to eye with others and were causing divisions in the church based 

on their disagreements and personal agendas. So Paul encourages them to put this all aside so 

that they can be perfectly united and all on the same page. And then we find out they were 

playing a very dangerous game—a game called “Who’s your favorite pastor?” We’ll talk more 
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about that next week. But for now Paul’s point in all this is an encouragement not to let 

anything empty the cross of Christ of its power.  

Because what is it that we as a church have to share with you? With the world? Simply…it’s the 

message of the cross. And what you do with this message means the difference between 

perishing and living forever with God in paradise. 

18 For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are 

being saved it is the power of God. 19 For it is written: 

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise; 

    the intelligence of the intelligent I will frustrate.” 

20 Where is the wise person? Where is the teacher of the law? Where is the philosopher of 

this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21 For since in the wisdom of 

God the world through its wisdom did not know him, God was pleased through the 

foolishness of what was preached to save those who believe. 22 Jews demand signs and 

Greeks look for wisdom, 23 but we preach Christ crucified: a stumbling block to Jews and 

foolishness to Gentiles, 24 but to those whom God has called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the 

power of God and the wisdom of God. 25 For the foolishness of God is wiser than human 

wisdom, and the weakness of God is stronger than human strength. 

Friends, I have a picture hanging on my office 

that has already sparked a few conversations, 

including one with my two year old daughter. 

One day when she came to visit me in my 

office, she looked at this picture and asked, 

“Why [did] Jesus get poked?” Honest question. 

And a really, good one!  

Because it’s startling to look at, isn’t it? And let’s not sanitize it for a moment. If you think about 

it, why is the cross, an instrument of torture and execution, at the very heart of Christianity? 

Why is this painting something I would want as a reminder on my wall of what I should preach? 

Why would that man in the painting, Martin Luther (on the right), be preaching to a group of 

people (on the left)…pointing them to that outcast Jew (in the middle) named Jesus who was 

condemned to die on a Roman cross like a disgraced criminal all bruised and bloodied? In the 

words of my daughter, “Why [did] Jesus get poked?” 
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For the simple fact that this, dear friends, is how our God choose to save us from our sins and 

that this message is actually good news—the Gospel! Of course this gospel message is not one 

that we would’ve ever come up with on our own but that’s so that all the credit and praise for 

believing it can properly belong to God. And so God has displayed his wisdom and power in that 

most unlikely place—the cross of Christ. In the message of the cross, God has reached down 

and dirtied his hands with our sins fully taking them all upon himself. God’s love is revealed by 

the depths of disgrace to which he is willing to go to rescue humans like us from the 

punishment of our sins so that we can be with him one day in paradise. 

Paul says, 22 Jews demand signs and Greeks look for wisdom, 23 but we preach Christ crucified: 

a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles. Today I suppose he might’ve been said, 

“Atheists demand scientific proof and Americans listen for political correctness.” But God 

decided to give us the message of Christ crucified—offensive to everyone. Because the message 

of the cross cries out that we have a problem, that there is something is deeply wrong with 

each of us, that it is a problem that we can’t fix it on our own, that the problem is our sin, that 

our sin deserves punishment…but that Jesus loved us anyway, that Jesus died for everybody, 

and that in the light of his resurrection the cross has been transformed into a symbol of his 

victory.  

Don’t scoff at it. Don’t dismiss it. Believe it and be saved! The good news is that we are all 

forgiven at the foot of the cross of Christ. Friends, there is room here for you no matter who 

you are or what you’ve done and no matter if this is the first time you’ve ever heard this 

message preached. This is the wisdom and power of God that this forgiveness is given freely 

through the “foolishness” of preaching like this just as Paul says. 

Of course the world scoffs at sermons like this. Of that I’m well aware. And of course the world 

thinks that what we in the church have isn’t worth a hill of beans just as it looks at us 

sometimes as if we’re a bunch of naïve idiots, foolish nobodies. But the big truth I want you to 

take home and live out today, friends, is that Your Savior Makes You a Somebody! 

26 Brothers and sisters, think of what you were when you were called. Not many of you were 

wise by human standards; not many were influential; not many were of noble birth. 27 But 

God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of 

the world to shame the strong. 28 God chose the lowly things of this world and the despised 

things—and the things that are not—to nullify the things that are, 29 so that no one may boast 

before him. 30 It is because of him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom 

from God—that is, our righteousness, holiness and redemption. 31 Therefore, as it is written: 

“Let the one who boasts boast in the Lord.” 
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I don’t know all of your backgrounds here today. But apparently in the church in Corinth there 

weren’t a lot of Ivy League grads or people with Phds. There weren’t a lot of TV celebrities. 

There weren’t a lot of royal blue bloods. There weren’t a lot of successful business people or 

descendants of the wealthy elite. There weren’t a lot of star athletes or people with political 

clout. They were ordinary folks most of them, from ordinary families. Working class, middle 

class kind of people. In the eyes of world…a bunch of nobodies. You ever felt like that? Like 

you’re not smart enough? Not strong enough? Not pretty enough? Not wealthy enough? Not 

good enough? Like you’re a nobody? 

But friends, if your faith is in Jesus Christ, the Son of God, your Savior…you’re not a nobody. 

Don’t let anybody tell you that. Because your Savior makes you a somebody in the sight of God! 

Don’t forget this message, friends. God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the 

wise; God chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong. So even if the world says 

you’re weak, you’re a nobody, etc…then know this: God says you are a somebody! You are 

somebody who is special. Somebody who is loved. Somebody who is cherished. Somebody who 

is saved. Somebody who is no loser, but a winner through the cross of Jesus Christ and his 

empty tomb. You Savior Makes You a Somebody! Amen.   


