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Sermon preached by Pastor Ben Kuerth on Acts 2:42-47 at Victory of the Lamb on June 5, 2016. 

Series:  Real-ationships Make All the Difference 

Today’s Focus: The Church 

“Fellowship Makes a Church a Family” 

1. Connected to God by a common faith 

2. Connected to each other by an uncommon love 

Imagine for a moment, no matter who you are, that this week your family was all of a sudden 

going to quadruple in size and that this would come as a bit of a surprise to you. Imagine that 

out of the blue you were going to be adopting a large sibling group—a couple teenagers, a 

couple toddlers, maybe an infant for good measure. (Some of you don’t have to imagine this 

because you’ve lived it!). And now picture them as being perhaps from a different culture, 

maybe speaking a different language as their primary language and used to different kinds of 

foods. Do you think there might be some challenges? Do you think there might be some 

learning opportunities and some growing pains? Do you think that everyone, including you, 

might have to adapt? 

In some respects this is what we’ve experienced as a church family. Since starting with a group 

of less than ten when all of us could comfortably meet in a condo living room, now we’re a 

church that regularly worships over 300 on a Sunday here in our 16,000 sq. ft. ministry center. 

It’s taken 10 years to get to this point and yet in some respects it feels like it’s happened 

overnight. God has grown our church family and this is a good thing. Yet it hasn’t been without 

some challenges, without some growing pains, without some changes the same as with any 

growing family. Those challenges and changes are going to multiply as we grow. 

But now imagine that we grew not by 300 over a decade but by 3,000 literally overnight! And 

imagine that many of these people were new believers from different places with different 

personalities and different backgrounds. Do you think we’d be facing some challenges?  

Well this was the situation that the early Christian church faced the day after Pentecost. On 

Pentecost, the apostle Peter was filled with the Holy Spirit and he preached a sermon to a 

diverse crowd of people who’d come from all over to Jerusalem. He convicted people with the 

Law; and he comforted them with the Gospel—the same tools God has given preachers like me 

today. He told them, “You killed Jesus. You killed the sinless Son of God. Your sins put Jesus on 

the cross. But God raised him from the dead and we are witnesses of this fact. He won the 

victory over sin, death, and the devil. Now he is in heaven sitting at the right hand of the Father. 

Now he has poured out the Holy Spirit is calling all people everywhere to repent and turn to 

Jesus.” 



2 
 

And you know what happened? People were cut to the heart. They realized just like all of us 

should that even though we may not have personally shouted, “Crucify him!” … our sins 

contributed to the death of God’s one and only Son. And so they wanted to know, “What shall 

we do?” And Peter said, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus 

Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. The 

promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off-- for all whom the Lord our 

God will call” (Acts 2:38-39).  

Friends, the good news is that this promise of the Gospel still stands today. The forgiveness of 

sins and the eternal victory that Jesus won is for all people! It’s for you and me and our families. 

It’s for people in the city and the suburbs and the countryside. It’s for people of other countries. 

It’s for people of all backgrounds and cultures—regardless of where they come from, regardless 

of how much money they make, regardless of the baggage they might bring. Through Holy 

Baptism God wants to bring all people into his family through faith in Jesus Christ as their 

Savior.  And here’s what happened for those who listened carefully to Peter’s sermon, “Those 

who accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand were added to their 

number that day” (Acts 2:41). 

Can you imagine what that must have been like the next day for Peter and the other apostles of 

Jesus? I mean they didn’t have a convenient 5 year vision all mapped out for the church. They 

didn’t have a staffing plan. All of a sudden their small group that had been meeting in a single 

family home was going to have to expand…a lot! Their private lives were about to go public 

quickly. Would the church that grew so quickly fall apart just as fast? Would the church that 

grew overnight fail because of differences of opinion and different preferences about how to 

do things? Would this wonderful Gospel movement fizzle out because of frustrations?  

Well what actually happened is something beautiful and wonderful and inspirational. The 

Christian church came together as a church family. And we’re going to hear how it was a family 

that met together publicly for worship in a large group setting and in small group settings in 

each other’s homes meeting privately during the week. It certainly wasn’t going to be a family 

free from all difficulties and drama either but a family that was based on some pretty special 

things—God’s unconditional forgiveness and authentic relationships where people loved one 

another.  

What we’re going to see is this truth: Fellowship Makes a Church a Family. Fellowship is a word 

in the Bible that means “a close relationship” or “sharing”. So we’re going to see how 

Fellowship Makes a Church a family…a family that is 1) connected to God by a common 

faith…and 2) a family that is connected to each other by an uncommon love. Here are the 

verses that come right after we’re told that 3,000 people were added to the church on 

Pentecost: 
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42 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of 

bread and to prayer. 43 Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs 

performed by the apostles. 44 All the believers were together and had everything in common. 
45 They sold property and possessions to give to anyone who had need. 46 Every day they 

continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate 

together with glad and sincere hearts, 47 praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. 

And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved. 

So they became a church family connected to God by a common faith. What do I mean by that? 

I mean they had a shared faith, a faith that they had in common with each other. In other 

words they were united in what they believed. Their faith had a solid foundation. Truth 

mattered to them. And how did they come to having a common faith? They devoted 

themselves to the apostles’ teaching. Of course it was kind of nice that the apostles were alive 

and you could invite them over to your house to spend time with you and your friends.  

But where do we today find the apostles’ teaching today? In the Bible. In the New Testament 

we have the reliable eye-witness testimony of Jesus’ apostles—those men who spent time with 

Jesus and personally learned from Jesus and saw him alive after his resurrection. It’s their 

teaching that the Holy Spirit, sent by Jesus, inspired them to record for us. The Apostle Paul 

says, “All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and 

training in righteousness” (2 Timothy 3:16).  In other words the Bible teaches us what to 

believe and what not to believe, how not to live and how God wants us to live. 

Friends, this is why the Bible is important to us here at Victory of the Lamb. As a Lutheran 

church all our teaching is based on the Bible. No human tradition is more important than the 

teachings of the Bible. No human authority can trump the teachings of the Bible. This is why I 

preach Bible based sermons instead of just sharing cute stories that I could find on the internet. 

This is why the first step in becoming a member of our church family is to participate in one of 

my Bible 101 classes where you get to learn what we believe and teach from the Bible. This is 

why even after becoming a member of our church we want you to keep gathering with other 

people in small groups so that you can keep growing in the teachings of the Bible and learning 

how to put them into practice in your real world lives. And it’s why we’re calling a second 

pastor to help organize you into groups and equip leaders with resources so that you can keep 

growing in the Bible together. 

Why is the Bible so important? Because the Holy Spirit uses it to connect you to God through 

faith in Jesus Christ. Your relationship with God is without a doubt the most important 

relationship you or I could ever have. But then here’s the thing. As soon you become connected 

to God through faith in Jesus, you also become connected to other believers in Jesus. In fact 
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teaching God’s Word creates the fellowship that makes a church a family—a family with a 

common faith. The beautiful, precious thing about having a common faith is that we can 

express it through doing common things together like celebrating the sacrament of Holy 

Communion together and praying together. God doesn’t want us to do these things with people 

who don’t believe what we believe and therefore do not share our common faith based on the 

Bible. But these things flow naturally out of having a common faith just as they did for the early 

Christians: 42 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the 

breaking of bread and to prayer. 

Fellowship Makes a Church a Family…a family that is 1) connected to God by a common 

faith…and 2) a family that is connected to each other by an uncommon love. Permit me to 

reread a couple verses here: 44 All the believers were together and had everything in common. 
45 They sold property and possessions to give to anyone who had need. 46 Every day they 

continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate 

together with glad and sincere hearts, 47 praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. 

And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved. 

So let me ask this question, How did the early church grow? Well first of all it needs to be said 

that it was God’s work as it always is. “The Lord added to their number.” It’s a good reminder 

that only God can grow his church as people are brought to believe in Jesus. But what drew 

people to want to learn more about Jesus? Was it the church’s nice facilities? Or their 

marketing materials? Or their contemporary music? Was it because of how trendy they were 

using technology or how skilled they were using social media? Obviously not. And of course I’m 

not saying these things today can’t be used by God to draw people in to hear more about Jesus. 

But make no mistake. What drew people from the community to the early church was an 

uncommon kind of unconditional love that found expression in meaningful relationships. These 

weren’t phony or superficial relationships where they shared things that aren’t important like 

we tend to do sometimes on social media or where they spent time gossiping about other 

people which we should never do. Rather these were meaningful relationships where people 

showed the love of Jesus to each other and shared their lives.  

In other words it was the kind of love that people outside the church community lacked. It was 

the kind of love that made outsiders take notice. It was a love that Christians showed each 

other as they shared meals together in their homes and sometimes made sacrifices to take care 

of each other when times were tough. It was such uncommon love that it stopped people in 

their tracks, caused them to lean in, and say, “What would it be like to experience that? That 

kind of relationship? That kind of love?” 
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Think about this, friends. You and I are a lot like Legos. We’re built for connection. A Lego by 

itself is kind of lame. It was never meant to be all by itself. And as human beings, God made us 

to be happiest when we’re connected to him and with other people who are made in his image. 

God didn’t make us to be alone just as our Triune God himself has never been alone but has 

always existed as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. So he actually 

created us to be connected too just like a Lego was not made 

to be alone but to be connected to other Legos. And with 

Legos that are connected, you can make some pretty cool 

things…like this giant life sized Star Wars X Wing Fighter that 

they unveiled in Times Square that drew a crowd. 

But, friends, in reality what the Holy Spirit does is even cooler! Through a common faith in Jesus 

Christ he connects us together as the church “built on the foundation of the apostles and 

prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone” (Ephesians 2:20). He brings into 

fellowship with each other. Start putting a bunch of people together who are connected by a 

common faith who start showing each other uncommon love…and you’ve got a church family 

that can do some pretty amazing things together. Things that cause people to look around, lean 

in, and to ask, “What would it be like to experience that? That kind of relationship? That kind of 

love?” And that’s when we get to tell them about the love of our Savior, Jesus Christ, who loved 

us first and best. Friends, this is what I dream about. It could start with you just inviting 

someone over for dinner and sharing a meal. Amen.  


