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Sermon preached by Pastor Ben Kuerth on Isaiah 49:1-6 at Victory of the Lamb on June 12th, 2016. 

Series: Real-ationships Make All the Difference 

Today’s Focus: The Community 

“Find Your Place in God’s Big Picture Plan!” 

In this series we’ve been talking about how important relationships are in God’s big picture plan for 

our lives. We started out talking about the most important relationship of all—our relationship with 

God. How blessed we are to find out that God is a relational being; he’s the one who made us to be 

connected in relationships; and he has actually reached out to us so that we can have a relationship 

with him—one based on his unconditional love. In a world that is constantly telling us we’re not good 

enough, not talented enough, not pretty enough, not wealthy enough…how comforting that we can 

know that we are enough through Jesus Christ! And so the last couple weeks then we’ve talked about 

how this good news impacts our relationships with each other in our homes, in our church, and today 

as we wrap up this series…in our community. 

A couple years ago I first heard a question that I’ve thought about many times since. “If your church 

suddenly disappeared…would anyone in the community notice?” Now when we met at the movie 

theater this was especially poignant to me because if we disappeared from the movie theater, I knew 

the movie theater would still be there. Movies would still be shown. Popcorn would still be 

purchased. Nacho cheese would still goop up those comfy chairs. But would anyone miss the gospel 

message that was preached there at 9:09 am if our church just disappeared? Would anyone in the 

community feel a sense of loss or even say, “Whatever happened to that church…what was it called… 

Victory of the Lamb? Because I really miss __________.” That question always had me thinking. I 

didn’t want to just start a church that would be inwardly focused like so many churches and have 

minimal impact in the community but one that would be outwardly focused and make a difference as 

part of God’s big picture plan. 

Which brings us to our sermon text today from the Bible. What we see in the first couple verses of 

Isaiah chapter 49 is that God has always had a big picture plan. In other words it’s always been God’s 

plan to reach outwardly to all people with the message of their sin and his solution—a Savior. Have 

you found your place in God’s big picture plan? 

Now first a little bit about the context of Isaiah chapter 49. Isaiah, who was he? He was a prophet, a 

preacher who lived 700 years before Jesus was even born. Isaiah was a called servant of the Lord like 

any of the Old Testament prophets were. And yet Isaiah often speaks about another “servant of the 

Lord.” This is one of his recurring themes that he talks about someone called “The servant of the 

Lord” – the truest servant of the Lord who would in particular be pierced for our transgressions and 

sins so that by his wounds we could all be healed. So when we look at the four “servant songs” (cf. 

42:1-9, 49:1-13, 50:4-11, 32:13-53:12) in the book of Isaiah it becomes clear that Isaiah was pointing 
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ahead to a special servant, someone who wasn’t just part of God’s big picture plan, but the very 

embodiment of the Plan itself! 

Isaiah chapter 49 is one of these “servant songs.” So as we listen to it, we need to ask ourselves, who 

is this about? And we’ll see it’s really a prophecy all about Jesus—his life, his ministry, his 

message…God’s big picture plan. 

So let’s walk through these verses together, dig in and learn, and then we’ll talk about what this 

means for all of us, ok?  

Listen to me, you islands; 

    hear this, you distant nations: 

Before I was born the LORD called me; 

    from my mother’s womb he has spoken my name. 

So the message starts like this: “Pay close attention, all people everywhere on this planet!” (That’s big 

picture!) Why? Because this is a universal message and because who’s talking? One who was called 

by God before he was born. One whose name was made mention of from the time he was conceived 

in his mother’s womb. Who is this? It’s Jesus. Think of how an angel appeared to Joseph and told him 

not to be afraid to take the virgin Mary as his wife because the child which was conceived in her was 

from the Holy Spirit and the angel said:  “She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the 

name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins” (Matthew 1:21).  

2 He made my mouth like a sharpened sword, 

    in the shadow of his hand he hid me; 

he made me into a polished arrow 

    and concealed me in his quiver. 

You think about a sword and an arrow…they’re weapons, right? They are weapons that can be used 

to put an enemy to death. But look what it says… He made my mouth like a sharpened sword. So 

here the weapon to go against the enemy is the Servant’s mouth—the words of a powerful message 

spoken by a messenger. This is what Christianity is about, friends, a powerful message spoken by 

messengers. Christianity does not conquer nations through warfare and violence and enforcing sharia 

law like Islam. Instead it conquers hearts and changes lives one person at a time through the 

preaching of the gospel of Jesus which sets people free when they come to faith in Jesus. The idea 

here is that Jesus comes as a preacher chosen and equipped by God the Father. Jesus comes to 

proclaim God’s Word to the nations. In his mouth is the gospel message that is for all people to set 

them free from sin and death and the power of the Enemy. God unleashes Jesus into the world at just 

the right time according to his big picture plan. 
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3 He said to me, “You are my servant, 

    Israel, in whom I will display my splendor.” 

In other words God is saying to his Son, “You are my true faithful servant. You, my Son, are the true, 

perfect Israel. You are to be what the people of Israel were supposed to be, but weren’t. You will 

bring me glory.” This is to say that God’s plan was that Jesus would be our perfect substitute. He 

would not fall short and fall into sin like us. The splendor of God’s holiness would be perfectly 

displayed in the life of Jesus and this is why he was qualified to be our perfect Savior. 

4 But I said, “I have labored in vain; 

    I have spent my strength for nothing at all. 

Yet what is due me is in the LORD’s hand, 

    and my reward is with my God.” 

Now wait a minute. If this is a prophecy about Jesus, could we even imagine Jesus saying something 

that sounds like this? “I have labored in vain; I have spent my strength for nothing at all.” Does that 

sound like something that the Son of God would say? It absolutely does when we remember that 

Jesus, the eternal Son of God, humbled himself and was born into this world fully human like us. So 

for him to experience potential disappointment or heartbreak or discouragement…Jesus knows what 

that’s like. So he has empathy for you and me. He can relate. Because when he preached, did he 

always enjoy great success?  

I think of the time Jesus did a great miracle and he fed 5,000 people with the food in a little boy’s 

lunchbox. After that miracle everybody wanted to make Jesus their king. Here in our country they’d 

have wanted Jesus to run for president as third party candidate. And that’s when Jesus preached a 

sermon that would’ve turned out to be a very unpopular campaign speech. He said, “I am the bread 

of life. I am the only way to heaven. Unless you eat my flesh and drink my blood, none of you will 

have eternal life” (cf. John 6). 

And how did the people react? On hearing it, many of his disciples said, “This is a hard teaching. 

Who can accept it?” (John 6:61). Ouch. And just a couple verses later it says, From this time many of 

his disciples turned back and no longer followed him (John 6:66). Ouch again. People who had been 

followers of Jesus flocked to unfriend him from Facebook. Do you think Jesus ever got discouraged 

that his preaching the truth in love and all his hard work sometimes had so little positive effect? Sure.  

Have you ever felt like that? Have you ever felt discouraged or thought, “Is it even worth the bother 

to serve God anymore?” I have. It hurts when your service to the Lord goes unnoticed or worse, 

unappreciated, doesn’t it? It hurts like crazy when you love somebody and try and share your faith 

with them but they refuse to believe, doesn’t it? Have you ever felt like that—like it’s been in vain to 

try and teach your kids to love the Lord? Like it’s been in vain to try and convince your coworkers to 
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come to church? Like it’s been in vain to try and talk your spouse into having faith? Like you’ve spent 

your strength and you’re tired and you’re on the verge of quitting? Listen to this… 

Yet what is due me is in the LORD’s hand, and my reward is with my God.” 

It’s so comforting to me that the Servant of the Lord, yes even Jesus, faced discouragement as if he 

was going to accomplish nothing significant…and yet at the same time he knew that the success of his 

mission depended upon God and therefore his confidence never wavered. Here he’s saying, 

“Sometimes it feels like I have labored in vain, but that is not possible because the mission that was 

assigned to me is not mine, but my Father’s, and the success of my efforts are in his hand and he will 

vindicate me.” And that, my friends, that’s super comforting, isn’t it? Because if Jesus is vindicated 

and you’re with Jesus, that means you’ll be vindicated too! 

5 And now the LORD says— 

    he who formed me in the womb to be his servant 

to bring Jacob back to him 

    and gather Israel to himself, 

for I am honored in the eyes of the LORD 

    and my God has been my strength— 

Ok so one part, one small part, of God’s big picture plan is that through the servant of the Lord, 

through Jesus, some of the Jews would be brought back to God and believe in Jesus as their Savior, 

the promised Messiah, and they would become part of the Church—the Christian church to which we 

belong by faith in Jesus also. But I say that this was just a small part of God’s big picture plan 

because… 

6 he says: 

“It is too small a thing for you to be my servant 

    to restore the tribes of Jacob 

    and bring back those of Israel I have kept. 

I will also make you a light for the Gentiles, 

    that my salvation may reach to the ends of the earth.” 

It would be too small a thing, too small a plan, for Jesus to be a Savior just for those with a Jewish 

background. Instead God has a big picture plan, a bold plan which he’s always had, where Jesus 

comes into our sin broken world and he says, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will 

never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life” (John 8:12). God has always had in mind to 

reach out to rescue from eternal death and hell all people through the preaching of the good news 

about Jesus—people of every nation and neighborhood who would turn from sin and trust in Jesus. 

This is God’s big picture plan. 
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Have you found your place in it? Friends, find your place in God’s big picture plan! What does this 

mean? First of all, find assurance! Find yourself in God’s big picture plan right where God found 

you…through the water and word of your baptism where God called you by name and began a 

relationship with you based on his unconditional love. Find joy in this relationship with God that 

through the cross of Jesus Christ your sins are gone, you are forgiven, God is your Father, you are 

loved, and just as Jesus rose from the dead so also will you. All this has been given to each of us 

through the work of Jesus who came as the Savior of the world. Believe that what he did, he also did 

for you. God worked from eternity, in history, to share with you Christ’s victory! Find your place in 

God’s big picture plan as you hear me as a called servant of Christ speak his words as you receive his 

true body and blood in the sacrament: “This is for you, for the forgiveness of your sins, go in peace.”  

And then? And then you are ready to find your place in God’s big picture plan in another sense. I 

mean it’s easy to compartmentalize our lives, isn’t it? Like there’s our church life and then there’s the 

rest of our life. But then we fail to realize that our entire life serves as a witness to everyone around 

us. How can we make the most of the relationships we have with friends, coworkers and our 

neighbors down the street? And I don’t mean in a phony or superficial way. I don’t mean in a 

manipulative way. But what’s an authentic way for you to connect with people in the community to 

let your light shine? 

Because when God begins a relationship with you, he also invites you into the adventure of his big 

picture plan for the world. You see just as Jesus said about himself, “I am the light of the world” now 

he says to us who belong to his church:  

“You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden. Neither do people light a 

lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the 

house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and 

glorify your Father in heaven (Matthew 5:14-16). 

Friends, I don’t know quite yet what the big picture plan looks like for our church, Victory of the 

Lamb. At one time I thought it included hosting a wonderful all-inclusive, all-accessible playground 

but that worked according to a different plan. And that’s ok. God’s bigger picture plan is still going to 

be carried out just as it always is and the joyful thing is you and I get to keep being a part of it! 

I believe it would be too small a thing for us to become a church that only gathers people who are 

already Christians from other churches. Some of that happens, and that’s ok. We’re glad you’re here 

too if that describes you. But I believe that together God has called us to be part of something bigger, 

something bolder, and that’s to be a part of his big picture plan to reach the unchurched people in 

our community who don’t yet believe in Christ. Join me in finding your place over time in God’s big 

picture plan. How can you let your gospel light shine this week in our community? Amen.    


