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Good morning!  I hope you had a fantastic Thanksgiving celebration.  Some of us no doubt did some 

traveling over the holiday weekend.  And as we were on the highway I am sure you noticed these signs 

that said:  Speed Limit 70mph.  The sing is clear and unmistakable. Yet some apparently thought that the 

sign was not for them.  As cars were pulled over by other cars with red and blue lights signified.  

Speaking of clear signs. The digital church sign out front is amazing, isn’t it! If you want to see your 

pastors get amped up just mention the new church sign.  It is exciting.  An amazing opportunity to 

communicate and build relationship with our community.  We can use it to publicize, invite, and share 

the good news of Jesus!  Pastor Ben and I and the rest of the team are looking forward to learning how 

to best use it to reach our community with the love of Jesus!!    Today we are going to go back in time 

and see an unmistakable sign of God’s grace through the eyes and mouth of Isaiah the prophet.  

Through an eye opening, trembling encounter with God, Isaiah would be catapulted onto the world 

scene and moved by the Holy Spirit to say things no one had ever said before about the glory and 

majesty of God and an unmistakable sign of the one whose birth that we will celebrate in just four 

weeks.  So let’s turn our attention to Isaiah as he tells the story of God intervening into human life with 

an unmistakable sign of God’s grace.   

Good morning.  The people of my day would know who I am but I fear that many of you may not.  I am 

Isaiah, a prophet.  I lived about 700 years before you started the calendar you use beginning with year 

one. God chose me not because I am such a wonderful man of integrity, in fact he said to me, “Come 

now, let us reason together, “Though your sins are as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow, though 

they are red like crimson, they shall be like wool.” God stooped down to me in kindness.  He chose me 

by kane – grace to be his spokesman. And speak I did.  One of the people I spoke to recorded in my book 

was a young king, who was anything but a good role model.  His name was King Ahaz.  King Ahaz was so 

wicked that not only did he not walk in the ways of God, who made king, not only did he not walk in the 

way of God but he also worship an idol called Baal, and he burned his son to death in a sacrificial fire.   

King Ahaz was not only young and wicked but he was facing a desperate time, a time where God so 

wanted to reach out and rescue him from his path of destruction.  Do you know anyone who is on a path 

of destruction and needs rescue?  Maybe they are even like King Ahaz and don’t realize they are on a  

path to ruin?  But anyway, King Ahaz was in a spot where options were few and time was running out. 

What was making King Ahaz squirm was due to his wickedness God had previously sent the kings of 

Syria and Israel to fight against him.  Ahaz and his people were soundly defeated.  Many of the people of 

Judah were taken into captivity as prisoners of war to Syrian. And that was the easy part because in one 

day the King of Israel killed 120K soldiers, including the kings son and 200K wives and children were 

taken to Israel and held captive.  Well these same forces were ready to go back for more against King 

Ahaz.  This is what I wrote about it:  (When Ahaz son of Jotham, the son of Uzziah, was king of Judah, 

King Rezin of Aram and Pekah son of Remaliah king of Israel marched up to fight against Jerusalem, . . 

. so the hearts of Ahaz and his people were shaken, as the trees of the forest are shaken by the wind. 

– Isaiah 7:1-2) As you can well imagine, Ahaz was super nervous.  The enemy was so strong, so 

impressive.  He and the people were shaking as if a strong low front from the north brought 30 to 40 

mph shakes trees, blows flags and knock over lawn furniture, and scatter leaves throughout the 



neighborhood.  As King, Ahaz go busy making preparations for the coming siege and securing a water 

supply for Jerusalem.  But he didn’t take the time to utter a prayer to the LORD.  Do you know anyone 

who gets so busy they don’t take to pray? Someone who is so busy, so stressed out, so many things to 

do that they don’t take time to pray?  Anyway, in addition, he sent out messengers to Assyria asking for 

help. He was thinking by getting Assyrian on his side, he would not only be protected but he would get 

his conquered land and people back.   

Be careful, keep calm and don’t be afraid. Do not lose heart because of these two smoldering stubs of 

firewood—because of the fierce anger of Rezin and Aram and of the son of Remaliah. 5 Aram, Ephraim 

and Remaliah’s son have plotted your ruin, saying, 6 “Let us invade Judah; let us tear it apart and 

divide it among ourselves, and make the son of Tabeel king over it.” 7 Yet this is what the 

Sovereign LORD says:‘It will not take place, it will not happen, God told me to say to him, Ahaz you are 

correct with your concerns.  Your enemies are poised and they want to come in and conquer you and 

divide your kingdom into two.  Each taking a part and leaving you with nothing. But they will not defeat 

you.  So God told them to Keep Calm and Don’t Be Afraid!  (picture of a shirt that says Keep Calm – don’t 

you think) ‘One of these days they should make a shirt that says Keep Calm and don’t be afraid.  God is 

always bigger than what you fear.  What you fear most is not too difficult for Him. When the chips are 

down and your resources are spent and your tired and its tense at home God is greater! As human 

beings crime and violence and sickness are all around us.  Our sins also threaten us.  We know that we 

have sinned that all of our righteous acts are like filthy rags.  We begin to worry that our sin will put us 

outside of God’s love, outside of his grace.  We begin to worry that our sin will destroy our eternal 

future.  God always has a word of wisdom and love for you when you face troubles.  God has promised 

he will work through all things for good; he promised to meet all our needs, that he would be with us 

always – even in the dark times; he has promised.  But I am getting ahead of myself. 

God wanted to comfort, assure and strengthen Ahaz as a father does his son.  So (Isaiah 7:10-12) Again 

the LORD spoke to Ahaz, 11 “Ask the LORD your God for a sign, whether in the deepest depths or in the 

highest heights.”12 But Ahaz said, “I will not ask; I will not put the LORD to the test.” To strengthen him 

and encourage God said to him ask for any sing.  You name it.  Ahaz was given carte blanche.  I will do it 

so that you know you are going to be ok.  But Ahaz said he wouldn’t “test” God by asking for a sign, 

which in reality was testing God with his fake piety.  Ahaz chose cunning and convenience over God’s 

faithfulness. He was not going to ask God for a sign because he actually had already made up his mind 

on what he was going to do: He was going to seek alliance with the even more dangerous and powerful 

Assyrians.  He trusted his five senses over five hundred divine promises. 

But God’s kindness would not be deterred by the king’s foolishness.  God gave him a sign of Christmas 

intentions.  An incredible sign and this is what it was:  Therefore the Lord himself will give you a 

sign: The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel. (Isaiah 7:14)  This sign 

would prove God can do whatever He wills. This sign points us to a deeper truth, namely that God is 

intervening, that He's at work, that He is on duty, accomplishing what He intends in every situation. This 

sign involves the birth of a son after an impossible pregnancy.  The word for virgin refers to an 

unmarried woman who hadn't had sexual relations with a man. I was telling Ahaz and you to be looking 

for a miracle of creation that transcends natural laws. A sign that that is of unusual importance and 

significance was going to take place.  A virgin, not just a young woman, but a virgin will have a 

child.  Because you see if a young woman would have a child this would not be out of the ordinary, it 

would be common place, expected.  The birth of this child will be special, the result of the unexpected.  



It would be an unnatural conception.  This not science.  This is not something you can predict, assume, 

or measure.  This is God at work! The Son to be born would be God in the flesh.  The name Immanuel 

literally means, "God with us." In other words, it is God Himself who is coming. He will dwell among us. 

He will set right what is wrong. He is change everything! What do you make of the sign of Immanuel – 

God with us?  If you reject this your reject God and his grace, like Ahaz and that is a sign of judgment.  

But if you believe, that changes everything.   

Seven hundred years after Isaiah spoke these words, a teenage girl who was betrothed to marry a man 

named Joseph had a visit from an angel, who told her that she was to be the human vehicle through 

whom the Messiah of God would come. Matthew 1:18,23 This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah 

came about[a]: His mother Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, 

she was found to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit . . .  The virgin will conceive and give birth to a 

son, and they will call him Immanuel”[g] (which means “God with us”). God himself entered human 

history and life through this miraculous birth.  Can there be anything greater than God with us.  Can you 

imagine that!!  God is with us, counseling us, feeding us, forgiving us, loving us, putting his arms around 

us, walking with us.    God with us means no matter the challenge, you are not alone. You may be down 

and out, but you are not without. Whatever your need — He is your deliverance, strength, hope 

— Immanuel is present. He is not some far-off God. He is right there beside you this very moment. You 

are not without His love or His all-sufficient strength. You are not without His safety. You are not 

without His care or provision. And you are not without His presence.  He is with us to take our conflicts, 

fears, sicknesses and sins.  There is nothing too difficult for God. Trust Him with your problems, believe 

His promises. God with us is the Christmas miracle.  This is our hope, our comfort, our joy, our salvation.  

As we make our way to Christmas this year we think about 2700 years ago to the promise God made of 

an unmistakable sign! We look back some 2k years ago when God fulfilled the promise in the most 

perfect way.  But now we not only see the baby Jesus in the manger, we see Jesus in our hearts, minds 

and lives.  It changes how we think and live. We now live in the present reality that God and his power 

are with us.  Friends as we acknowledge his presence in our life, it changes us on the inside and for the 

world to see the difference that makes.  .  When we mess up sin, Jesus has it covered on another 

unmistakable sign – the cross.  But Jesus didn’t stay dead, there is the unmistakable sign of the empty 

tomb which proves we will live forever.  Our God is the God of the unmistakable sign 
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