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Tree up?  Office Christmas party yet? Christmas cards mailed?  Cookies and goodies baked (want some of my 

grasshoppers or honey).  Shopping done? Presents wrapped?  Travel plans made?  That’s a lot of prep isn’t it?  

What is on your Christmas gift list?  Gold jewelry?  Perfume? Cologne?  Clothes? Silver or black AWD Lexus with 

a big red ribbon on it? Tools? Family togetherness?  There is a lot to do before Christmas.  And I haven’t even 

mentioned the most important one, Christ’s coming?  Are your prepared for Christ’s coming? You see if you and 

I were to go to the most amazing Christmas party yet, have the most beautiful trimmed tree, the tastiest cookies 

baked, the shopping completed, the presents perfectly wrapped and yet not be prepared to receive Jesus we 

will have missed-out on the salvation love of God. So friends check your Christmas list twice.   

My name is John. You met my father last week, Zechariah. His name means the Lord remembers and God has 

remembered his promises to send a forerunner for the Savior full of the Holy Spirit and power like Elijah.  And 

that is where I come in.  I am the forerunner.  I am a contemporary of Jesus.  The first time I met him, I didn’t see 

him but I leaped for joy because even before I was born the Holy Spirit filled my heart.  I spent a lot of my life in 

the desert wilderness.  It is like a metaphor for the natural human condition of all people who by nature live in a 

spiritual wilderness. Of course, the sad thing is that many don’t recognize their spiritual poverty.  All they know 

is that something is missing.  And they set out to find by their might and strength, power and money but they 

never find the satisfaction that lasts for longer than just a season of life.  Into this spiritual wilderness God in his 

desire to reach all people where they are at sent me (Luke 1:17) to make ready a people prepared for the 

Lord.” 

My message is simple yet powerful: “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.”   I came to make sure 

you are prepared for Christ’s coming by announcing an imperative for all people no matter their position or 

status in life.  The imperative is to repent. The meaning of repentance is to turn around.  Change your way of life 

in thought, word and attitude with regard to sin and righteousness.  Don’t merely hear the word and deceive 

yourselves.  Do what it says.  What do you need to repent of?  We often get our life upside down and make it 

about ourselves and not Christ.  We can do a lot of things for ourselves but not so much for Christ.  We all are 

born with a brain and spirit disease that is intensely interested in my agendas, my appetites comfort, my 

feelings, my pleasure, my way, my wishes.  And the word of God says: “Do nothing out of selfish ambition or 

vain conceit, but in humility consider others better than yourselves. Each of you should look not only to your 

own interests, but also to the interests of others” (Philippians 2:3,4). Those words convict me.  How far I have 

fallen short.  How my own ego has kept me from fulfilling my calling as a servant of God.   He must become 

greater, I must become less.  I know your Pastor Bill really well.  And he feels the same way.  To a society secure, 

prosperous, and luxurious, yet in imminent danger of perishing from a hidden and festering disease of sin, 

repent. To a society that thinks if only I win the lottery or at least as rich as others, living as if money is the 

answer to bring lasting happiness, repent.  To a religious community that likes to pick-and-choose which 

teachings of God to flow, like they are in a cafeteria line at Old Country Buffet, repent.  To the religious 

community who mix the true God with false gods and call it coexisting, repent.  To the religious community who 

think they have no need to repent, repent.   To the Pharisees and Sadducees met behind people’s backs, like 

hissing snakes, and made underneath the table deals to influence the judges and their administration of justice, 

and so justice is perverted and morals are corrupted, repent.  To those who think have nothing to repent of 

because they missed out on the truth of the absolutely white hot, holy untouchable God, repent. I am told that 



Americans generally want to think of themselves as good people. That, in many respects, is where the trouble 

begins. We are all by nature more impressed by our own pious works than we are with call to confess our sins to 

the pure God.    

Let me tell you a story from your day:  A large prosperous downtown church had three mission churches under 

its care that it had started.  On the first Sunday of the New Year all of the members of the mission churches 

came to the city church for a combined Communion service.  In those mission churches, which were located in 

the down and out, dirty and tough parts of the city, there were some outstanding conversions – robbers, rapists 

and so on.  But all stood side by side for communion.  The pastor saw a former thief standing next to the judge 

that sentenced him to jail for 7 years.  After his release the thief had become a Christian.  As they stood side by 

side receiving Communion neither of them seemed to be aware of the other.  After the service the judge met 

with the pastor in his office and said to the pastor, “Did you notice who was standing by me for Communion?”  

The pastor replied, “Yes, but I didn’t know that you noticed.”  The judge said, “what a miracle of grace!”  The 

pastor nodded in agreement and said, “Yes, what a marvelous miracle of grace.”  But then the judge said to the 

pastor, “But to who do you think I was referring?”  The pastor responded, “Why, to the conversion of the convict 

of course.”  The judge said, “I wasn’t thinking of him, I was thinking of myself.”  “What,” replied the pastor.  

“Yes, it did not cost that thief much to get converted when he came out of jail.  He nothing but a history of crime 

behind him, and when he saw Jesus as his Savior he knew there was salvation and hope and joy for him.  And he 

knew how much he needed that help.  But look at me.  I was taught from little on to live as a gentleman, that my 

words were to be true, that I was to say my prayers, go to church, take communion and so on.  I went through 

law school, took my degrees, became an attorney and eventually became a judge.  Pastor, nothing but the grace 

of God could have caused me to admit that I was a sinner on a level with that thief.  It too much more grace to 

forgive me for all my pride and self-deception, to get me to admit that I was no better in the eyes of God than 

that convict that I had sent to prison.”     

What do you need to repentant of?  Repentance is not only confessing our ins but receiving the forgiveness that 

Jesus has won for us.  Jesus, the one I was sent to prepare the way for, was sent to bring peace.  He was sent to 

bring justice.  He came in faithfulness to do what was right.  What was right was to make peace between God 

and us.  God’s wisdom and counsel was a cross.  His death would take care of whatever anger and hostility God 

had against us because of our rebellion and sin.  We call it forgiveness but we can also call it peace.   Colossians 

1:19-20 For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, 20 and through him to reconcile to himself all 

things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed on the cross.  

And then came the day when he brought peace.  He rose from the dead.  The violence done to him was undone.  

Jesus greeted his frightened and hiding disciples by saying Peace.   

This is the season of hustle and bustle, the parking space Tetris game – will my car fit there?  Preparations take 

time.  Cookies take time to cook.  Trimming the tree takes time.  Even the quickest of we men shoppers take a 

half hour to get in and get out with what we want from Jerusalem Ridge Mall.  In this season of reindeer from 

Rudolph to Dasher, may we slow down, repent, and so offer up our lives to Jesus.  Check your Christmas list 

twice.  And bring your tired, your shame, your guilt, your pain in a hurry.  Draw near.  Be calm. Prepare your 

heart to receive his calm, his peace, your forgiveness. This Christmas look and see the lamb of God who takes 

away the sin of the world.   

I know some of you are frightened and hiding.  Hiding behind self-righteousness, pride, hope that God doesn’t 

know everything -   The adultery, the fantasy, the lie, the theft, the truth untold.  The underhanded business 

deal.  The gossip.  The evil intentions. And he does.  God knows. God so wants you to receive his love.  Give you 



laundry list of sins to Jesus.  His blood gets the stains out.  Come and enjoy the peace and joy of forgiveness with 

God.  When we confess our sins, God doesn’t despise us, punish us, throw us away.  He patiently forgives us, 

puts us back on our feet, and calls us to selfless service over and over again.   

Thanks for listening to my story.  I hope you saw that my story really is not all about me but about Him. In a 

selfie world, He must become greater, I must become less. I am not the light. Jesus is the light of the world. Be 

sure to check your Christmas list . . . twice.  And if you ever wonder where your story fits in.  Well your story 

intersects with his story right about here!  (go to the cross)    

 


