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Happy New Year!  Welcome 2017!  I lived at the time where historians looking back decided to change 
the year of the calendar.  How cool is that! They changed it to AD which means in the year of our LORD.  
That’s right I lived at the time of the birth of Jesus.  Speaking of which: How was your Christmas?  What 
did you get?  One of the more popular gifts again this year was video games. Video games generally 
require great hand eye coordination.   I know a lot of you got to open up the “waiting game” this year.  
You play it frequently at this time of the year.  Driving around in the parking lots of the shopping malls 
waiting to find just one open spot, please.  You pick out just the right gift and then you get to wait in line 
for like 20 minutes.  And I know that some of you were timing the people in front of you and dividing it 
by the number of cashiers to get a guestimate on how long you were going to be in line.  You know how 
to play the game!  And how about those children and grandchildren of yours, looking at all the presents 
underneath the tree with a gleam in their eye - waiting.  Some of you are still playing the waiting game, 
waiting for family to get home, for issues to be revealed. Waiting for healing to take place. I know all 
about that too.  I was waiting and waiting.  My ancestors had been waiting and had died waiting for the 
promise to be fulfilled but the waiting ended with me.  This is how it happened: 
 
It was forty days after Mary and Joseph found themselves looking for a place to stay in Bethlehem and 
Mary gave birth to her firstborn, a son; forty days after the angel proclaimed to the shepherds, “Do not 
be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the people. 11 Today in the town of 

David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. It was forty days after Jesus was born 
that Mary and Joseph came to the temple so that Mary could be purified and the baby could be 
dedicated to God, come to find out not only would he be dedicated to God, but he was God, God in the 
flesh.  Love Incarnate.  Love Divine. 
 
When Mary and Joseph walked into the temple with Jesus they came in with a pair of birds for their 
offering.  They were dirt poor.  I was there. I was blessed by God.  God had let me know that I would not 
die before I had physically seen the Savior of the world.  So, so many people for years had waited for the 
Messiah’s coming and saw the Savior only through the eyes of faith.   But me, I was so blessed that God 
after years of waiting and praying allowed me to have hand eye coordination with Jesus.  I saw him with 
my own eyes and held him with my own hands.  Those little brown eyes.   Those little bitty grimy, 
sweaty hands.  He was so beautiful, so small, so warm, so holy.  I couldn’t do anything but praise God.  I 
cried out to God, “Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you now dismiss your servant in peace. For 
my eyes have seen your salvation which you have prepared in the sight of all people, a light for 
revelation to the Gentiles.”  People knew me to be righteous and devout but I knew that while my 
morality would keep me out of jail it would not keep me out of hell. When I held that little baby Jesus in 
my hands, I saw not only ten fingers, and ten toes, and little arms and little legs, I saw the Savior of the 
world.  I saw my deliverer. When I looked into his eyes, I saw my salvation! When I saw his little hands, I 
saw the hands that would take the nails for me.  

It was so blissful.  I was ready to die – not because I had a death wish but because I was at peace, I was 
set free from my sins, not because of anything I had done or not done but because of who God is.   I was 
at peace because the one who would rescue me from the grime of my sin, the crime of this world and 
the hatred of the devil was here.  I was complete because I saw hope and held peace in Jesus.    
Understand that peace is not linked to an absence of conflict or pain, but to the assurance that God 
keeps His word.  God has kept his word and he will always keep his word.  You may or may not see some 



things you would like to see in your life but God will always keep his word. Including the word “It is 
finished.”  The work of salvation is complete.  I am at peace because I know that God has kept his 
promise.  I saw the promise in my hands.  

The beauty of the good news of Jesus is not limited to my personal experience alone.  I think a lot of 
people in your day say well what is true for you isn’t true for me.  They say this because they don’t’ 
understand just how big the truth is.  Jesus is the truth. Jesus brings hope and peace to all people.  It is 
true no ifs, and or buts.  Your past is not too big for God to overcome.  Your sin is not too big to be 
completely covered and forgiven by God.  You cannot out sin God’s grace in Jesus.  And this goes for all 
people.  He welcomes all people to drop off the darkness of their sins at the cross and receive his 
glorious light of forgiveness.    

As I held the baby Jesus in my hands, (just wait till you see those brown eyes!) God let me see there 
would be a cost to following Jesus.  This child is destined to cause the falling and rising of many in 
Israel, and to be a sign that will be spoken against, 35 so that the thoughts of many hearts will be 
revealed. And a sword will pierce your own soul too.”  This child is destined to be a part of a epic plan 
determined even before the foundations of the earth.  What do you dream of for your children? Just 
ponder that for a moment with me:  God appointed the future execution of his son.  Even the most 
unjustified, unfair, and evil event in human history was a part of God's gracious plan.  That is enormously 
comforting, especially when life seems hard and unfair.  No matter what happens in 2017 Jesus brings 
you peace.  I know that some people will turn away from God because God doesn’t act the way they 
want him too. They will turn away from Jesus even though he died for them.  People’s hearts are 
revealed by what they do with Christ. 

How is your hand eye coordination with Jesus. Do you see Jesus as the ultimate treasure?  Do you see 
the beauty of the gospel?  Do you hold on to Jesus even when people might ridicule you?  Do you hold 
on to Jesus when your sinful flesh is wanting you to grab on to sin?  Have you ever let go of Jesus when 
the cost of following him, seemed to costly?  Do you hold on to God when you are waiting for God to 
fulfill his word?  Let’s be honest, whether you are you or me or one of your pastors that have been times 
when we have taken our eyes off Jesus and have let the baby Jesus fall from our hands.  There have 
been times when our eyes thought the game was more a treasure than Christ, the party was more of a 
treasure than Christ, that money was more of a treasure than Christ. The gospel has at times become ho 
hum news because we have abused grace and taken mercy for granted.  We have kicked and screamed, 
pouted and shouted when God wasn’t doing what we wanted him to do when we wanted him to do it.  
You and I have come up with excuses to not tell others about Jesus. There have been times when we 
have looked away from Jesus and have dropped him from our hands and hearts. 

As we enter 2017 here is the beauty of the gospel, Jesus saw of our sinfulness, our brokenness, our non-
working hatchimalness, and reached out his hands in unconditional love. Jesus saw all our sinfulness and 
yet in love he still held us in his holy hands. This is perfect hand eye coordination that only God  could 
do.   The good news of Jesus is that the holy God holds on to unholy people.   While our hands and 
hearts are imperfect, his hands and his heart are perfect. Those hands not only were crucified for us, 
they held us tightly with an unconditional love.  And he holds us in his hands, hands that created the 
world, hands that were crucified for the world, hand that were lifted up in blessing for the world, hands 
that one day will receive us into heaven.  Why? Because he wants to see us eye to eye in heavenly 
peace.  My God, your God, is the God of perfect hand eye coordination and that makes all the difference 
in the whole world.   


