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It is recess time Friday afternoon at the neighborhood grade school and it is time to pick 
teams to play basketball. Some kids are expecting to be picked right away.  After all, they 
are good at basketball, tall or quick or both, good dribbler or shooter or both. Some 
aren’t the greatest but they know they will be selected somewhere in the middle. But for 
some they aren’t tall or quick, they aren’t a good dribbler or shooter. Some of the kids 
start to count people as the names are being called off hoping that there are an even 
number of kids to choose from because if there an odd number of people they know 
they might just be a leftover.  Remember those days?  What were your expectations? 

Today is Selection Sunday, when the NCAA is going to announce who made it into NCAA 
basketball Tournament. A handful of teams are going to be disappointed and grumpy, not 
only because they lost an hour of sleep last night but because they thought they were 
going to get a higher seed or because they were not selected at all. The committee, in 
their minds, will have shown them no love.  

When the NCAA tournament selection committee gets together one of the things they 
talk about is – does this team pass the eye test. These men and women watch thousands 
of games as they think about teams that are on the bubble, do they think based on 
watching them they are one of the best teams. Of late, they have tried to stay away from 
this terminology of the eye test but everyone has a bias. Another criterion the NCAA has 
for selecting teams is their body of work. Did they play good teams and beat some good 
teams? Did the play some bad teams and get beat by some of those bad teams? Friends, 
who of you did God choose to love? How do you know? 

In Luke 18 we meet two people, one who passed the eye test and the body of work test 
and one who most certainly did not.  To some who were confident of their own 
righteousness and looked down on everyone else, Jesus told this parable: 10 “Two 
men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 11 The 
Pharisee stood by himself and prayed: ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other 
people—robbers, evildoers, adulterers—or even like this tax collector. 12 I fast twice a 
week and give a tenth of all I get.’ 13 “But the tax collector stood at a distance. He 
would not even look up to heaven, but beat his breast and said, ‘God, have mercy on 
me, a sinner.’ 14 “I tell you that this man, rather than the other, went home justified 
before God. For all those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who 
humble themselves will be exalted.” 

We live in a world where we have significant stress to pass the eye test. How many 
friends and followers on social media is kind of benchmark for many. The kind of car we 
have, the kind of home we have, how well our kids behave, what kind of job we have, 
how much money we make are all a part of thinking about whether we pass the eye test 
or not. For a lot of us that creates a lot of stress because we are trying to pass 
everybody’s eye test. The eye test even goes right into our most precious relationships. 
A wife asks her husband, “do I look good in these clothes?” In case, just in case, guys, 
you haven’t figured it out yet, the expected answer is “Yes, honey, you look great.” Pretty 



much every Saturday night, I go to Jacky with clothes in my hand and ask one of the 
following: “does this match? does this look good? which one is better?” So, if I ever get 
up here and I’m funny looking, let me phrase that, if my clothes are funny looking, it’s 
because Jacky punked me. 😊   

And if we are honest we put a lot of people under the judgment of our own eye test of 
expectations and standards. Or how about this, what does your eye test say when you 
see a woman very nicely dressed with a designer satchel bag over her shoulder walking 
through the airport on her phone with attendants walking behind her. Compare that with 
what your eye test says of a woman with her arms tattooed from fingertip to shoulder. On 
Friday I went to McDonalds on 76th and Rawson for lunch because I am on this health 
food kick. I went through the drive through because that is why we have cup holders in 
the car. As I pulled out on to Rawson, I had to stop at the light on 76th. It was an older car 
and couldn’t see who was driving it. So my eye test says, this outta be great. Is anyone 
even in the car?  Is this car even running? How slow will they get off the mark. The light 
turned green and this olds 88 that was in front of me took off like crazy. In addition to the 
eye test there is the concern of the body of work.  It may sound something like this: I 
know I am not a perfect parent but at least my kids don’t ____________. Or I know I 
don’t get all of my work done on time but at least I get the important things done on time. 
When we judge others, it makes imprints on us the possibility that others are judging us. 
So we are constantly on edge knowing that we may have to cover up at any moment. In 
our inner thoughts we go back and forth between ripping ourselves and congratulating 
ourselves because we are deluded into thinking we can earn God’s love. And so the 
roller coaster ride of elation and depression continues because we never lay hold of our 
nothingness before God.  

Into the tension and turmoil of the eye test and the body of work test Jesus says, “God so 
loved the world.” It’s the world that loves people, places, things, accomplishments and 
pleasures more than God who provided all these things.  The world is the one who 
breaks laws and excuses misbehaviors or blames others for their improper thoughts, 
words and actions. It is the world that sets it course apart from God and at best expects 
God to come along for the ride and at worse fails to even acknowledge there is a God.  
The world is those who will look at another person also made in the image of God and 
treat them with contempt because of their bagging pants, tattered clothes, color, lack of 
social graces, lack of knowledge, lack of certain abilities, different language, different 
ideologies. It is the world who does these things and tries to look good doing it. The 
world is those who have been bitten by sin. In short, the world is me, is you. 

John 3:14-21 14 Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man 
must be lifted up, 15 that everyone who believes may have eternal life in him.” 16 For 
God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in 
him shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the 
world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. 18 Whoever believes 
in him is not condemned, At the cross, Jesus unmasks us as a fakes, a beggars and as a 
criminals before God.  But to the fake, the beggar, the criminal God extends his crazy 
love on the cross to include all people from the abused to the abuser, to the divorced 



and the married, to the disfigured and the athletic, to weak willed and to the mighty, to 
the lazy and the liar, to the pious and impious, to the titled and those without any title, the 
stressed out, the anxious, the depressed, those who are trying to fake it, the ones with 
misplaced priorities, who have made wrong choices, to male and female and confused, 
to people of every nation, tribe, and language,  to the leftovers.  God loves those who are 
here are every Sunday and those whom have given upon him and even those who don’t 
believe in him. Simply put God loves the world. Here is a secret, God hasn’t given up on 
those who have given up on him.  If you think you have gone too far, let me tell  you 
God’s grace is greater than any sin distance. This is love: not that we loved God, but 
that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice  for our sins. No matter who 
you are, what you look like, what you have done or left undone, God’s love embrace you 
and calls you by name.  

Donald McCullough (Walking from the American Dream) puts it this way: “Grace means 
that in the middle of our struggle the referee blows the whistle and announces the end of 
the game. We are declared winners. It’s over for all the huffing, puffing piety to earn 
God’s favor; it’s finished for all the sweat-soaked straining to secure self-worth; it’s the 
end of all competitive scrambling to get ahead of others in the game. Grace means that 
God is on our side and thus we are victorious regardless of how well we have played the 
game. Grace means we can welcome all other people regardless of how well they have 
played the game too.” God is someone who is looking to show us love constantly, and to 
use His love to help us connect and reconnect with Him, especially when we are 
struggling to do so. When we get it, that we don’t deserve it, but we get it anyway, we 
can stop the eye test and body of work test game and can see people through the eyes 
and life of Jesus.  And friends that brings us pure joy.  

But not everyone is going to go to the Dance. In 1970, Coach Al McGuire of Marquette, 
the 8th-ranked team in the final AP poll of the season, spurned an NCAA at-large 
invitation and instead played in the NIT. God loves everyone and died for everyone Jesus 
died for everyone but some reject what God has done for them, some don’t care what 
God has done for them, some have fallen in love with the world and that passion has 
blocked out God.  The problem isn’t God not loving enough, the problem is people 
rejecting God’s love. People can and do reject God’s love and plan of salvation . (John 
3:18-20) whoever does not believe stands condemned already because they have not 
believed in the name of God’s one and only Son. 19 This is the verdict: Light has come 
into the world, but people loved darkness instead of light because their deeds were 
evil. 20 Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will not come into the light for fear 
that their deeds will be exposed.  

Our mission is to share christ’s Victory loving people enough to meet them where they 
are at. We can’t make anyone believe but we can offer a compelling case because God’s 
love meets us where we are at and so we can share with people that god loves them 
where they are at. It’s all about God’s embrace of grace. Its true for you, for me, for the 
world.  Amen.  
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