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John 19:25-27 – Life Protection Policy – Pastor Bill Limmer 

One of those occupational opportunities I have as a pastor is that when preparing to preach for a 

Sunday message I usually do quite a bit of reading. Which would be fantastic except back in November I 

purchased new contacts and ever since then I need a bigger font to see. So sometimes books take up a 

little more room than in the past. So preparing for our message on the Crazy Love of Jesus I had Sammi 

get me this book.  Love Your Forever. Are you familiar with it? Some of you moms are.  And some of you 

dads are too embarrassed to admit it, right?  Well it was written by a guy.  The book begins with a mom 

of a new born son rocking him back and forth, back and forth and singing I’ll love you forever I’ll like you 

for always As long as I’m living my baby you’ll be.  And the mom continues this song to her a little boy as 

he grows into a two-year-old, a nine-year-old, a teenager and an adult.  At each stage she picks him up 

and hold him and sings I’ll love you forever, I’ll like you for always, As long as I’m living my baby you’ll 

be. One day she called her son to come visit her because she was failing, about to die.  She tried to sing 

the song to him but she couldn’t finish, she was too weak.  He son picked her up and rocked her back 

and forth, back and forth, back and forth singing I’ll love you forever, I’ll like you for always, As long as 

I’m living my Mommy you’ll be. When he got back home, he paused at the top of the stairs for a long 

time and went into his new born daughter’s room and pick her up and rocked her back and forth, back 

and forth, back and forth singing I’ll love you forever, I’ll like you for always, As long as I’m living my 

baby you’ll be. 

Love you forever – that is God’s Crazy Love Life Protection Policy for you and me. Let’s turn into 
Scripture this morning. It says: John 19:23-27 When the soldiers crucified Jesus, they took his clothes, 
dividing them into four shares, one for each of them, with the undergarment remaining. This garment 
was seamless, woven in one piece from top to bottom.24 “Let’s not tear it,” they said to one another. 
“Let’s decide by lot who will get it.” This happened that the scripture might be fulfilled that said, 
“They divided my clothes among them and cast lots for my garment.” So this is what the soldiers did. 
25 Near the cross of Jesus stood his mother, his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary 
Magdalene. 26 When Jesus saw his mother there, and the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he 
said to her, “Woman, here is your son,” 27 and to the disciple, “Here is your mother.” From that time 
on, this disciple took her into his home. What strikes you the most about these words? Is it the 
callousness of the soldiers, the absence of most of Jesus’ followers or Jesus caring for his mother with 
his last breaths? Jesus wasn’t so much bothered by the callousness of the soldiers, he prayed for their 
forgiveness.  He prophesied about the desertion of the disciples but friends he loved his mom. He 
wanted her taken care of.  Friends he loves you, too in the midst of the evil of the world with Crazy Love 
that carries a Life Protection Policy. 

And as you know there is evil in the world.  All the bad things that happen in life are because of sin.  Evil 
in the world brings many hardships into our lives which can threaten our body, our emotional well-
being, our property, reputation and soul.  Jesus protects us from the evil of storms.  For example: Jesus 
and his disciples were sailing late at night.  Jesus was asleep and suddenly a cool wind came down the 
mountain side and wafted over the warm sea water. With the mixing of cold and warm air a violent 
storm was stirred up.  The disciples, some of who were professional fisherman were freaked out.  They 
were sure they were going to die.  They anxiously wake up Jesus. They said don’t you care if we drown. 
Have you ever asked God, “Don’t you care?” And Jesus got up and told the wind and the waves, be quiet 
be still.  And boom. Stillness and quiet.  . I often remembered this story as a kid when I was making kool-



aid as a kid.  I would stir it really fast to try and dissolve the sugar and when I had created a vortex 
because of the speed of the stir, I would reverse the motion. Sooner than I could get the kool-aid in my 
two quart pitcher to even out, the Sea of Galilee was calm and the wind had died down. You heard 
about the raging flood, right.  People were warned to evacuate. As one family after another left the 
neighborhood one man stood his ground and said God will protect me. His next door neighbor left as the 
water was curb high and invited him to jump in the car.  The man replied, I will be ok. God will protect 
me. With the water rising ever faster, a firetruck came by to rescue any remaining citizens. They call to 
the man who was now standing on his porch just out of the depth of water. He responded, I will be ok.  
God will protect me. The flood waters continued to rise and rise. The man found himself retreating to 
his roof as the water consumed his house.  A helicopter came by but he refused their help because after 
all God was going to protect him. The helicopter flew off and the man drowned. He arrived safely in 
heaven but he was confused. As he was talking with God he asked, why didn’t you rescue me. God said 
to him, what do you mean? I was the one who sent your neighbor, the fire department, and the 
helicopter. Story of the tornado that skipped my grandmother’s house. Jesus’ crazy  love is a life 
protection policy being a storm-stiller  

There is not only the evil of storms in our life but also the evil of bad health. Back in Bible times the 

disease of leprosy was a horrible, death certificate.  If you had leprosy you couldn’t live with your family. 

And before people could get to close to you, you got to call attention to yourself by yelling out, 

“unclean, unclean,” so that nobody would get your contagious disease. Jesus met lepers where they 

were at. In Luke 17 he healed ten lepers and on Tuesday before Jesus would be crucified he was eating 

dinner at Simon the leper’s house.  Even though he had been healed, Simon still carried the reputation 

even though Jesus had healed him from his sickness. On one hospital after another there are stories of 

someone who should not be a live and yet is alive I do.  Maybe you have seen the picture of Jesus 

guiding the surgeon’s hands. Do you know of anyone who was as good as dead and yet is 

alive today? I know of a few. One of them lives with me.  

Jesus protects us not only from the evils of storms and health but also our own sin. One day a woman 

was caught in adultery and the Jewish law said she was to be stoned.  They brought her to Jesus and 

asked what should be done. His response was a crazy love response.  He didn’t deny the law or the 

sentence that she deserved but he said, Whoever you has no sin, you be the one to throw the first 

stone. The women was cringing in fear as one person after another left.  She will still hunched over 

when Jesus aid to her two very powerful things, “Neither do I condemn you and Go and leave your life 

of sin.”  For you and me, we can each fill in the blank for our sin here, can’t we. Jesus mingles justice and 

grace again as he took the punishment for the evil of our sin.  

In the book, the big book, the Bible, we learn that God protects us from evil by keeping it away from us 

Psalm 91:10 no harm will overtake you, no disaster will come near your tent. God protects us from evil 

by making it work out for our good 2 Corinthians 4:17 For our light and momentary troubles are 

achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all. God protects us from evil by 

strengthening and supporting us through it Psalm 23:4 Even though I walk through the valley of the 

shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 



But what about when the storms rages, the sickness seems to have won, and death comes.  What is with 

the Crazy Love Life Protection policy? Don’t fret, Jesus has that covered too in the Crazy Love Life 

Protection policy. Max Hermann. Max was a little guy.  The only son of his parents.  The apple of their 

eye.  They were so proud of him. So, in love with him. We watched a video tape of Max playing in the 

swimming pool with his mom and dad and with his floaties on. He was so happy. And so were we. And 

then VHS tape ended. And it was time to get back to planning Max’ funeral. You see there is a protection 

we need beyond, sickness, injury, or death. We need protection from our sin for the wages of sin is 

death.  That is our most dire need. For without that protection, without divine intervention for our soul, 

the consequences would be horrific and eternal.  With his hands our Savior received our sin, died our 

death, and won our victory so that when the believer in Jesus dies we really just keep on living. 1 

Corinthians 15:20-22 But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who 

have fallen asleep. 21 For since death came through a man, the resurrection of the dead comes also 

through a man. 22 For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive. 23 But each in turn:  

God has given us the armor of His word and Sacrament for protection.  He has given us the direct line of 

prayer to talk with him.  But often we drop the armor, rush out the door forget to put on.  Put off 

reading God’s Word. Put off God. Put off prayer.  Jesus didn’t put off us.  He put on us on, our sin 

included.  The price was sky high. Closing costs were high. Jesus paid it all.  He signed our Life Protection 

Policy not with ink on paper but with his blood on a cross. And so now day by day he rocks us back and 

forth, back and forth, back and forth and sings I’ll love you forever, I’ll like you for always, As long as I’m 

living (and he is eternal) my dear child you will be.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


