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Matthew 18:21-35, Luke 23:34 – Forgiveness – Nailed it 

There was 9.3 seconds left in the game on Thursday afternoon between Miami and Loyola. Miami was 

up by 1 and shooting a free throw. The shooter missed the free throw and Loyola rebounded the ball. 

Even though Loyola had a time out, they didn’t take it. The ball was passed to the left side of the court 

and the dribbler ran up the court. Three defenders were in his area when he got into shooting range. He 

had to pass the ball back to the middle of the front court to a player named Donte Ingram. Ingram 

hesitated, noticed that no one was guarding him. And with just over two seconds left in the game he 

shot the ball from about 5 feet behind the three point line. The arching ball goes into the basket and 

buzzer goes off! Ingram nailed it.  And the Ramblers of Loyola advanced in the tournament. Today we ae 

going to talk about the Crazy Love of God and nailing forgiveness.  

Real story but not real name. Greg grew up in a Christian family who took their faith very seriously.  Greg 

was the typical older brother, very protective of his younger siblings especially of his sister. When his 

sister was in the sixth grade her teacher from all outward appearances and reputation was a great guy. 

He wasn’t.  Greg sister along with numerous other sixth grade girls through the years was assaulted in 

the worst way imaginable by her sixth-grade teacher, who happened to be a family friend.  When this 

sin was found out, you can imagine, some of you more than others, you can imagine the hurt, the anger, 

the hatred, the animosity that was felt deep down.  Greg, along with his family, was devastated.  

What is your story – Has some one made fun of you? Has some one embarrassed you? Betrayed you? 

Stolen from you? Gossiped about you? Fired you for what you feel were not justifiable reasons? 

Attacked you or your family? No telling how many people have stayed away from church because there 

was a misunderstanding at church, or because there was an actual sinful action or word at church. And 

you know what, when we are hurt you know what we often do; we hurt others.  Hurt people often hurt 

other people. We know that “two wrongs don’t make a right” but sometimes we sure try.  

Some of you here today are hurting because someone has sinned against you.  Maybe t is repeated sin. 
How many times should we forgive?  Peter asked that question of Jesus. And this is so like Peter.  He 
asks the question, but he thinks he knows the answer and he wants everyone to know that he knows the 
answer, do answers his own question. Matthew 18:21 Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, “Lord, how 
many times shall I forgive my brother or sister who sins against me? Up to seven times?”  Peter 
thought he was being super generous.  Back in this day the Jewish teaching, which was incorrect, was 
that God would forgive a person three times.  And so when Peter says seven times, this is prideful based 
piety.  I will forgive even more than God does!  But Jesus answers the truth about God’s forgiveness and 
how we are to forgive.  He says, Matthew 18:22 Jesus answered, “I tell you, not seven times, but 
seventy-seven times. Some translations say 70 times 7. But the point is not to forgive just 77 nor 490 
times, but each and every time someone sins against you, in other words like God forgives us.  Jesus told 
a parable about a man who owed an unpayable debt and if he couldn’t pay it he was to die.  Matthew 
18:23-27 Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to settle accounts with his 
servants. 24 As he began the settlement, a man who owed him ten thousand bags of gold[b] was 
brought to him. 25 Since he was not able to pay, the master ordered that he and his wife and his 
children and all that he had be sold to repay the debt.26 “At this the servant fell on his knees before 
him. ‘Be patient with me,’ he begged, ‘and I will pay back everything.’ 27 The servant’s master took 
pity on him, canceled the debt and let him go. Friends you and I are the man in the parable. We can’t 
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pay our sin debt.  And God is the king and he forgives all of our sins.  How often are we to forgive 
someone who sins against us, limitless.  The same way God forgives us!   

And we need forgiveness don’t we?  We haven’t always been loving or kind or patient.  We haven’t 

always considered others needs before our own. We have a heart that beats “it’s all about me.” We 

sometimes don’t love God, sometimes we love him for what he can do for us but we don’t always love 

him for him.  We have hurt others, sometimes by mistake, sometimes on purpose. Many are the times 

we have left the good undone but the bad we have done.  And it’s not just our actions that have been 

sinful but also our minds.  There are a lot of things we haven’t done but we have thought about doing 

them. Sometimes we have even fixated on those thoughts, right. We have used the same mouth to that 

we encourage people with, the same mouth that many of us have used to pray and sing songs to God, is 

also the same mouth that we have ripped people to shreds with either to their face or behind their back. 

We sin so much, we don’t even know how many times we have sinned.  Oh, we need forgiveness.  I 

need forgiveness. 

And here is the thing, we want God to forgive us at the drop of the hat but sometimes we get real stingy 
with forgiving others.  Matthew 18:28-30. But when that servant went out, he found one of his fellow 
servants who owed him a hundred silver coins.[c] He grabbed him and began to choke him. ‘Pay back 
what you owe me!’ he demanded.29 “His fellow servant fell to his knees and begged him, ‘Be patient 
with me, and I will pay it back.’ 30 “But he refused. Instead, he went off and had the man thrown into 
prison until he could pay the debt. Yikes.  Here is what we often do.  We walk around with a bag.  Our 
sins (which are many) are behind us and the sins of others, the ones they have done against us, are few 
but they are in front of us.  We see them.  And they stand out to us.  And our sinful hearts want to make 
them pay up.   

But here is the thing: we are forgiven not because we paid the debt, not because we earned but by the 

grace and mercy of God. Isaiah 1:18 says, “Come now, let us settle the matter,” says the LORD. “Though 

your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they are red as crimson, they shall be 

like wool. He does bring our old sins back up on us. Like the kids or sometimes, the husband and wife, 

right? Jeremiah 31:34 I will forgive their wickedness and will remember their sins no more. God is not 

going to bring it up.  Hold it against you. Now understand this is not your opportunity or mine to keep on 

riding that “pet” sin of ours. In fact, his forgiveness for us is the greatest motivation to stop sinning.  It is 

the grace of God that leads us to say no to sin. No matter if this is your first time inn worship or you have 

been going to worship your whole life, God is better than you have ever imagined. 

You see some of us try to hold onto our debt that has already been paid.  And by trying to hold on to this 
debt that has already been paid many of us have walked or are walking the road of depression, anxiety, 
sadness, and anger.  We try to prove ourselves, when God has already approved us through the cross.  
Remember when I said, hurt people hurt people. Well forgiven people, forgive people. And see that’s 
why sometimes we don’t forgive is because we haven’t accepted the full and free forgiveness we have in 
Jesus Christ.  And so we hold on to the hurt and try to make others earn their forgiveness. Matthew 
18:31-35 When the other servants saw what had happened, they were outraged and went and told 
their master everything that had happened. 32 “Then the master called the servant in. ‘You wicked 
servant,’ he said, ‘I canceled all that debt of yours because you begged me to. 33 Shouldn’t you have 
had mercy on your fellow servant just as I had on you?’ 34 In anger his master handed him over to the 
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jailers to be tortured, until he should pay back all he owed. 35 “This is how my heavenly Father will 
treat each of you unless you forgive your brother or sister from your heart.” 

Are you carrying a grudge?  Not forgiving people is like drinking poison and hoping that they will die. 

Forgiveness is not saying it is ok, it is saying that the sin is paid for by Jesus!  When you forgive someone 

it may not change, them but it will change you. Forgiveness won’t change your past, but it will change 

you future. Because 

Remember Greg? Greg wanted that teacher dead. He wanted that teacher to go to hell and rot. These 

feelings were with Greg for a long, long time. One Sunday when he was at church, the pastor spoke on 

forgiveness. Greg knew what he was supposed to do, what he needed to do but he didn’t want to do it.  

Hell still seemed like a great option for the perpetrator. So, he prayed for the man, “God bless him.”  He 

didn’t mean it. But he prayed it anyway.  Over time as Greg continued to pray for the man “God bless 

him,” his heart was softening.  And he began to actually want God to bless him.  Long story short, God 

softened Greg’s and his family hearts.  They learned that the offending was dying from a disease and 

Greg wrote him a note.  Saying that the family forgave him. And sharing what Jesus did for Greg and his 

family and what Jesus had done for the man. That man came to faith on his death bed.  That man will be 

in heaven not because he is so good, obviously not, but because Jesus is so good.  Friends I will be in 

heaven, not because I am so good but because Jesus is so good. That’s true for you and all who believe 

too. 

We need forgiveness. Forgiveness is won for you at the cross of Jesus. Your debt is paid in full. As Jesus 

was being crucified he said, Luke 23:34 “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are 

doing.” Jesus nailed forgiveness.  The victory is yours to receive!  Amen. 


