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Acts 10:34-48 Act II – Teacher’s Pet and God’s Favorite 

John was the normal outgoing little boy who had more energy than anybody ought to have. Do you 
know anyone like that? John started to become a little sluggish. And he was diagnosed with Duchenne 
Muscular Dystrophy  - a progressive, cruel disease. If you have DMD, the gene that makes a protein 
called dystrophin is broken. This protein normally keeps muscles strong and protects them from injury. 
John was told it will eventually destroy every muscle in his body and within a decade take his life.  Every 
year John lost something.  One year, he lost his ability to play sports with other kids. All he could do is 

watch others play. ☹ Another year he lost his ability to walk straight. When he was in Jr. High students 
began to humiliate him for his disease.  In the lunchroom, when the teachers were not around he would 
get bullied.  No one ever stood up for him.  He would later write: we all need to feel accepted but we 
constantly reject others.  Friends what silly bunch of broken people we are. We label people and 
because our brokenness our labels can be so harmful and destructive. We have so many labels that can 
create separation and animosity, from nationalities, to race, to language, to gender, to abilities and 
disabilities, age, height, weight, customs, traditions, which teams we like, churches people go to, and 
one of the label’s that can cause great harm is the label favorite.  

Let’s see what God’s Word says about favoritism, “He (Cornelius) is a righteous and God-fearing man, 
who is respected by all the Jewish people. . . As Peter entered the house, Cornelius met him and fell at 
his feet in reverence. 26 But Peter made him get up. “Stand up,” he said, “I am only a man 
myself.”27 While talking with him, Peter went inside and found a large gathering of people. 28 He said 
to them: “You are well aware that it is against our law for a Jew to associate with or visit a Gentile. 
But God has shown me that I should not call anyone impure or unclean.” A few labels on Cornelius, he 
was Roman centurion was a professional military officer commanding a platoon of troops called a 
“century.” This could be anywhere from nearly one hundred to several hundred men. Soldiers were 
appointed as centurions by virtue of their bravery, loyalty, character, and prowess in battle. Centurions 
were held to high standards of conduct and were expected to fight on the front lines with their men. In 
fact, the centurion’s designated place in formation was at the end of the very front row. As a result, 
Roman centurions were well paid and held in high esteem, and they experienced high rates of injury and 
death during war. The combination of wealth, power, and prestige made them influential in society. 
Cornelius was also a convert to Judaism and respected not just by the Roman community but also by the 
Jewish community. Cornelius was a devout man who regularly prayed and gave to charity. But Cornelius 
had another label. He was a Gentile. He was from the other side of the tracks. Do you know of anyone 
from the other side of the tracks? 

Does God have a favorite? I have good news and bad news. I’m going to start with the bad news so you 
stick around to listen to the good news. Acts 10:34 I now realize how true it is that God does not show 
favoritism. That’s bad news because for some of us we thought we were his favorite. Maybe we thought 
we were his favorite because we have been going to church all the time. That we could go to him based 
on our past behavior and cash in on a favor. For some this is devastating because they have been 
banking on the thought that they were God’s favorite because they have done any of those really big 
sins and so they could expect some really big blessings. And some maybe even thought that even though 
they have done some of the really big sins that if they did sin A, B or C they were so on the inside that 
they were going to get blessing X, Y, or Z. For some of you, you were thinking there was no way you 
were God’s favorite. And you nailed it. You got that right. It is interesting that it is often those that don’t 



go to church very frequently that get this part right. Here is a Scripture that puts us all in the same boat. 
Romans 3:12 All have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God. We all have the same destructive 
label.  Sinful. 

That’s the bad news. The good news is God doesn’t show favoritism. No, I didn’t mess up. Acts 10:34, “I 
now realize how true it is that God does not show favoritism but accepts men from EVERY NATION.” 
In El Paso, the Rio Grande River runs right in between the US and Mexico. That river makes a label, US 
Citizen, Mexican National, rich, poor, democracy, communism. But God accepts people from every 
nation. The Christmas story, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people, today in 
the town of David a Savior has been born to you.  God doesn’t show favorites. And that is good 
because what if God showed favoritism to a nation but ours wasn’t it? What if God showed favoritism to 
a political party but it wasn’t it yours or mine? What if God showed favoritism to a race but that race 
wasn’t mine or yours? What if God showed favoritism behavior? Based on what Scripture says about sin, 
I’m glad he doesn’t do that. If God showed favoritism, he wouldn’t be just and fair. This is good news, 
this is good news for those of us who have been or are far away from God.  God is for all people.  
Friends, this is so freeing! 

That God shows no favoritism was earth shattering to Peter. Peter was taught not to hang out with 
people from the other side of the river, with different customs, different skin color, you know people 
who had different labels. Peter had always thought that God was an exclusive God, for the Jews only, 
that Gentiles were the outsiders, the second-class citizens of the world who didn’t deserve God’s 
attention like the Jews did. Now Peter sees with his own eyes that God loves all people, regardless of 
what nationality they are. He wants all people to believe and be saved. Now Peter sees that God is a 
God for every person on the face of the earth, and not just for a select few. And so he shared the good 
news of Jesus with Cornelius because God wants all people to be saved.   

You know the message God sent to the people of Israel, announcing the good news of peace through 
Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all. 37 You know what has happened throughout the province of Judea, 
beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John preached— 38 how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth 
with the Holy Spirit and power, and how he went around doing good and healing all who were under 
the power of the devil, because God was with him. 39 “We are witnesses of everything he did in the 
country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They killed him by hanging him on a cross, 40 but God raised him 
from the dead on the third day and caused him to be seen. 41 He was not seen by all the people, but by 
witnesses whom God had already chosen—by us who ate and drank with him after he rose from the 
dead. 42 He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one whom God 
appointed as judge of the living and the dead. 43 All the prophets testify about him that everyone who 
believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”44 While Peter was still speaking these 
words, the Holy Spirit came on all who heard the message. 45 The circumcised believers who had come 
with Peter were astonished that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on Gentiles. 
46 For they heard them speaking in tongues[b] and praising God. Then Peter said, 47 “Surely no one can 
stand in the way of their being baptized with water. They have received the Holy Spirit just as we 
have.” So he ordered that they be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. 

Peter shared the good news that Jesus is Savior is for all people, every nation, every age, every color, 
every language, whatever mental capacity, whatever wealth, whatever gender, you know all those 
labels that we use to keep a distance, treat differently, not pay as much attention to, not give as much 
respect to. Jesus lived and died and rose again in love for all people. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+10&version=NIV#fen-NIV-27306b


Remember John, the young boy with Duchennes? One evening he was at a fundraising dinner. He was 
there representing all who had Duchenne. A lot of items were up for auction.  But the item that caught 
his eye was a basketball signed by an NBA team.  When it went up for auction, John raised his hand in 
excitement. He kind of got carried away.  His mother quickly grabbed his hand and yanked it down with 
G-forces that astronauts don’t experience.  There was a bidding war for the basketball.  Eventually one 
man named a figure that shocked the entire room.  No one else could match it.  He went up front to 
collect his prize. But before returning to his seat, he walked across the room and placed the basketball in 
the frail, thin, small hands of John who had admired it so intently. The hands that would never be able 
to shoot or dribble or pass that ball. But those hands would cherish it. Somebody noticed. Somebody 
cared. Some body acted. Somebody gave. Do you know anyone like John? Feeling excluded. All alone. 
Made fun of?  Maybe your John.  

Jesus notices. Jesus cares. Jesus acted on your behalf. Jesus gives you himself – a price too high, a gift 
too needed, a gift that leads to eternal life. Our body has a glycol protein called laminin. Laminin is the 
protein that is sticky the keeps our body together. This is what laminin looks like. (pic of laminin) It looks 
like a cross. It holds us together. It is at the intersection of Jesus body and the nails and the wood of the 
cross that removes our sin and testifies to God’s saving love for you and for all people. Scripture says 
that Jesus is before all things and in him all things hold together. Remember that when you leave church 
today. Remember that for your life. Remember that for you. Remember that for all people as you walk 
through the labels of this life. 


