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Unshakeable – Jeremiah 31:31-34 

Summer is a time of celebrations! Here is a reason to celebrate: soccer camp. 170 campers 60 

volunteers. That is amazing let’s give them around of applause. This week I was able to celebrate coming 

in third a horse race. (see the screen).  This week Summerfest began, The largest outdoor music festival 

in the US. By the way Dave and Annie from our music team will be playing tonight at 8 on US Cellular 

stage with their band the Playlist. Summerfest continues into next week and next week we celebrate the 

4th of July and our national Independence Day. If you are around and want to have a little extra fun I 

would love to have you join me in the parade along with our teen band as we hand out candy and 

bracelets to our community. The parade begins at 11.  Summer is time to celebrate. A lot of get to go on 

trips in the summer. Raise your hand if you have ever been on a trip. How about a plane trip? A bus trip? 

Train trip? Car trip? Road trip? Guilt trip?  

Imagine that you are a radiologist and you are reading the cat scan of someone’s heart. Not the physical 

heart but the emotional and spiritual heart. You would find all kinds of diseases on every heart. Things 

people are trying to hide. Things the weigh people down every day, and I mean way weigh down way 

down. And people trudge through life with this guilt thinking they are the only ones. Nobody else can 

have such a maligned life. 

There is a cure for the common guilt trip. There is a cure for the deep guilt trip too. We are going to talk 

about that today as we continue our series Unshakeable. In this series we are being honest and 

clarifying that our faith is not unshakeable but our God is always unshakeable. Let’s see. 

Jeremiah 31:31-32 “The days are coming,” declares the LORD, “when I will make a new covenant with 
the people of Israel and with the people of Judah. 32 It will not be like the covenant I made with their 
ancestors when I took them by the hand to lead them out of Egypt, because they broke my covenant, 
though I was a husband to them,]” declares the LORD. We don’t use the word covenant a lot today but 
here is what it means. It simply means an “agreement.” Most covenants are two sided. “I will . . . and 
then “You will.”  For example an employer will have an agreement with an employee “I will pay you $15 
an hour and you will do the work listed in your job description.” If the employee doesn’t keep his or her 
part of the deal, that employees can expect to be fired. A parent may have an agreement with his or her 
child, “I will give you $20 and you will clean the house, mow the lawn etc., If the child doesn’t do the 
work, the child won’t get paid. God made an agreement with his people way back when, when he said, I 
will bless and keep you and give you eternal life if you worship me. The people all knew about this 
covenant: On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he asked, “what 
must I do to inherit eternal life?” 26 “What is written in the Law?” he replied. “How do you read it?” 
27 He answered, “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 
strength and with all your mind’; and, ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’” 28 “You have answered 
correctly,” Jesus replied. “Do this and you will live.” If the people, observed God’s law, his commands 
he would bless them. And so of course, if they didn’t love God with all that heart, soul, strength and 
mind and their neighbor as themselves they would die – in the sense of being eternally separated from 
God and his blessings. To say it is a really important agreement for the people to keep is 
understatement, wouldn’t you agree. 

Maybe you don’t know it, but they blew the agreement big time. The people living at Jeremiah’s time 
lived at a time when pretty much everything and everyone was more important than God. He was just a 



dot in the whole realm of life. They did what they wanted. The people called evil things good, and good 
things they called evil.  They would try to solve their problems with everything and everyone except 
God. And when a prophet from God would try to get them to change their ways, they went all self-
righteous and accused the prophets of judging them and being haters. By their thoughts, words and 
actions they had torn up the old agreement and were about to get what they deserved. Because the 
people had forsaken God, finally God said, “Have it your way.” Yikes. 

But that wasn’t just a problem for them. Friends, it is a problem for me and you. We often don’t even 
live up to our own standards. For those of you who are parents, how many of you were experts in 
parenting before you became a parent? There was a time when you said, “My kid will never do that.” 
Bazinga. Enough said, right?  Or maybe you said of your parents, “I will never treat my kid like that only 
to have crossed that line yourself now. Or maybe you are out at Miller Park and you were watching the 
Brewers and one of the players missing a pitch that goes right down the middle of the plate. And you 
can’t believe he missed and that is because you are not standing in the batter’s box with the ball be 
thrown around 95 mph. Or maybe you were watching the World Cup or even our soccer camp and the 
goalie let the ball go through his hands. Well of course it is easy to catch until you have to catch it. We 
don’t live up to our own standards, let alone God’s standard. Do you know what God’s standard is? It is 
100% perfection 100% of the time. The old agreement has been shredded by each one of us whether 
you are the pastor here, or if you belong to a different religion, a long time or new member, or a guest. 
Left to our devises we have a snow ball chance outside today. Despite our efforts at overcoming sin and 
shortcomings . . . despite our amateur claims to be self-sufficient without God, we fall way short of the 
demands made by the old covenant. Romans 3:23 All have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God. 

But all is not lost because and only because God came forward with a divine rescue plan. God makes a 
new agreement with us, an unshakeable agreement. It is unshakeable because it is dependent on God 
and God alone. It is one sided. It is unilateral. It is all up to God. And he does not fail. His agreement is an 
“I will” agreement. Nothing more and nothing less.  There is no “and you will.” This agreement is already 
signed, sealed and secured in the blood of Jesus.  

How can this be? How does this whole one-sided thing work? Here it is. To satisfy the demands of God’s 
law, and to make good our delinquencies and shortcomings, the Son of God was made man, became our 
substitute, lived under the Law, that he might keep it in our place. He came with the sacrifice that pays 
not only for our sin but also for the sin of the whole world. The Lord laid on him the iniquity of us all. 
Through the suffering and death of Jesus, God declared us fully forgiven because Jesus paid for our sins 
in full. But why did it have to be by blood?  Because here is a truth for you to take home: your sin is that 
bad, and God is that good. Forgiveness is our greatest need and forgiveness is God’s greatest gift to us. 
Independence!  Some of you may be thinking this is too good to be true. But I want you to know that 
nobody was overlooked, for Christ died for everyone. 2 Corinthians 5:19-21 God was reconciling the 
world to himself in Christ, not counting people’s sins against them. And he has committed to us the 
message of reconciliation. 20 We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his 
appeal through us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God. 21 God made him who had 
no sin to be sin[a] for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. Because of the 
redemption through Christ God no longer charges your or me with sin. And  God is too good to credit 
you or me with our puny, feeble attempts at self-righteousness so he credits us with the righteousness 
of Jesus Christ. Take that guilt.  

With Independence Day just around the corner, I am wondering if you are celebrating your spiritual 
independence, the forgiveness of all sins through Jesus Christ or if you are still living under the old 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Corinthians+5%3A19-21&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28899a


agreement and having it rain on your parade. If you know there is forgiveness but you are saying “but 
Bill I did this or that.” Friends, I may not know what you did but I know what Jesus did. He died and paid 
for it, whatever it is. I want to invite you today celebrate God’s gift of forgiveness in Jesus all the way. If 
you think you deserve forgiveness because of what you have or how you lived you are still living under  
the old agreement.  If you think that someone doesn’t deserve forgiveness and so you are not going to 
forgive them you are still living under the old agreement.  

When you celebrate the gift of forgiveness all the way you realize that you are set free from your sin, 

guilt and shame, you are set free from judgmentalism, and so you are set free to forgive as freely and 

completely as God has forgiven you in and through Jesus Christ. I know there are some tough things out 

there. So check this out: You may not know this but when the innocent Jesus was being crucified he 

cried out to God, not to cuss or swear or to complain about being the victim, he called out to God to 

forgive those who were crucifying him. The wonderful thing about God’s grace is that it not only forgives 

you, but it delivers you and it not only delivers you, but it works to fundamentally transform you. 

So here is the deal. There are only two deals. One is based on the old covenant and what we are able to 
do. And one is based on the new covenant and what God has already done for us. The first one leads to 
struggles, trials and stress and leaves us with nothing but eternal separation from God. The other one is 
a gift from God that he made very special just for you that includes his love, his peace, his security, and 
eternity with him forever. One is full of sin. One is drenched in forgiveness. One leads to death. One 
leads to life. I know the Holy Spirit is leading me and you to take the one-sided grace agreement. Which 
one makes sense to you?  

I want to close today with a prayer that I heard in song this week because it makes me celebrate my 
independence and I hope it will help you celebrate your independence too!                                                       

Are you hurting and broken within  Overwhelmed by the weight of your sin 
Jesus is calling   Have you come to the end of yourself 
Do you thirst for a drink from the well  Jesus is calling 
 
O come to the altar  The Father's arms are open wide 
Forgiveness was bought with  The precious blood of Jesus Christ 
 
Leave behind your regrets and mistakes  Come today there's no reason to wait 
Jesus is calling  Bring your sorrows and trade them for joy 
From the ashes a new life is born   Jesus is calling 

 


