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Excuses, Excuses – Pastor Bill Limmer 

 

Dan was driving in what he tried to explain to the police officer as a transition zone. The part of the 

street where the speed limit is 40 but up ahead you can see that that speed limit is going to go to 55. 

And Dan was just being courteous by transitioning to that higher speed before he got there so that he 

would not slow traffic down. Dan received a speeding ticket. 

Marcy was not able to turn in her homework because she did it but the dog ate it. She received an F. 

When Matt told his daughter Kelly to quit hitting her brother she responded back, “He hit me first.” She 

received a time out. 

Is morning sickness is a good reason to be late to work? Tom thought so. So when he went into Tiffany’s 

office, his boss who was just entering her second trimester and said tha the was because he had 

morning sickness, Tiffany wrote him up. 

We are all familiar with excuses wither because we have heard them or used them or both. I don’t know 
if you know it or not but Scripture is full of excuses.  Here are some: Adam said to God (Genesis 3:12) 
after the Fall into sin, “The woman you put here with me—she gave me some fruit from the tree, and I 
ate it.” After Cain killed his brother he said (Genesis 4:9), Am I my brother’s keeper?” Peter recognizing 
that there were any number of people around that barrel fire that night who were not going to be 
happy with him that he was a Jesus follower said, “I don’t even know the guy.” There are many others, 
including those we are going to look at in Luke 9:57-62 which says, “As they were walking along the 
road, a man said to him, “I will follow you wherever you go.” 58 Jesus replied, “Foxes have dens and 
birds have nests, but the Son of Man has no place to lay his head.” 59 He said to another man, “Follow 
me.” But he replied, “Lord, first let me go and bury my father.” 60 Jesus said to him, “Let the dead bury 
their own dead, but you go and proclaim the kingdom of God.” 61 Still another said, “I will follow you, 
Lord; but first let me go back and say goodbye to my family.” 62 Jesus replied, “No one who puts a 
hand to the plow and looks back is fit for service in the kingdom of God.” 

How many friends do you have on FB? How many followers do you have on Twitter? On Instagram? Katy 

Perry has over 106 million followers on Twitter. Justin Bieber has over 100.7 million Instagram followers. 

When you are following someone on Twitter or Instagram does it mean that you believe everything they 

say and think everything they do is good. Likely not. We have a filter up. Some we say is good and some 

is bad. But then there are the radical followers of Katy Perry and Justin Bieber who believe everything 

they say and do is the right thing. Let me ask you: Are you following Jesus? If so, why? If not, why not? 

What does it mean to follow Jesus? Is it the same as following Katy Perry or Justin Bieber? Do you take 

some of it that you like and follow it, while discarding others as noise. Or are you one of those radical, all 

in, followers of Jesus. And what does Jesus expect?  

Let’s go back into Scripture. - As they were walking along the road, a man said to him, “I will follow 
you wherever you go.” 58 Jesus replied, “Foxes have dens and birds have nests, but the Son of Man has 
no place to lay his head.” Jesus tells the would be followers that it is not always going to be easy. Some 
people are going to like you, if you share my word with them. Some people are going to think you are 



crazy to follow me. Some people might be a pain in your side, prevent you from getting promotions, 
ridicule you in class or at work, characturize you, if you follow me.  It is so easy to be a fan of Jesus when 
everything is going the way we think it should, when things are comfortable and convenient, when every 
is one is healthy, and so is the checkbook but when the blessings seem to be a short stick is the blessing 
of God enough? There are people today who are ready to follow Jesus who are ready to join a church, 
ready to follow Jesus but as soon as they are asked to give something up a lifestyle or a habit for Jesus, 
they turn their backs to Jesus instead of following him.   

The second section, 59 He said to another man, “Follow me.” But he replied, “Lord, first let me go and 
bury my father.” 60 Jesus said to him, “Let the dead bury their own dead, but you go and proclaim the 
kingdom of God.” This seems pretty harsh doesn’t it but let’s look at the reality of the practice of the 
day, and we will get a different picture. It was pretty common in the middle East, back then and today, 
to bury someone on the day they died or certainly within 24 hours. And for this man to be out walking 
around with his father having just died would be breaking the normal social construct of the day. So that 
man is asking for an undetermined amount of time because he thinks that this earthly responsibility is 
greater than the heavenly goal. Another view of this passage, implies that the man’s father is spiritually 
dead and so that more people don’t die spiritually it is necessary for this man to follow Jesus right away 
because God’s Word brings people to life.  

61 Still another said, “I will follow you, Lord; but first let me go back and say goodbye to my family.” 
62 Jesus replied, “No one who puts a hand to the plow and looks back is fit for service in the kingdom 
of God.” The man was saying, I want to follow you but my daughter is in the middle of sewing season 
but when that is over then I will follow you. I want to follow you but my son is on the chariot team and 
there is tournament this weekend. In fact, there are chariots tournaments prettymuch for the next 4 
months so when that is done with, I will follow you.  I want follow you but I have tickets for the javelin 
tournament and I paid a lot of money for them.  

Today our struggle becomes when we want to follow Jesus but first we would like to do something else 
and when that something else gets taken care of then we will follow. When we get that done, then we 
will follow Jesus. You see God knows our hearts and so he knows our idols.  Our idols like comfort, 
convenience, family, knowledge, money, time, sports, technology, work. Now these things aren’t bad 
until they become first, ahead of God. He knows exactly what is first in our life and he says to you and 
me, “Follow me.” And he says this because he loves us and he knows our idols are good for nothings. 
Our excuses to not place Jesus first, make us look as ridiculous as Tom trying to excuse himself from 
work because of morning sicknesses. Imagine standing before God and saying I didn’t follow you but I 
made a lot of money. I didn’t follow you but I have the high score in Halo. I didn’t follow you but did you 
check out the house. I didn’t follow you but I did you see my awards. 

Let’s be honest, we have come up with some pretty lame excuses not to place Jesus first in our lives. 
Everything from Packer games, to late night parties, to sleeping in, weddings, . . .  

But Jesus is unshakeable.  Jesus was all in even when it wasn’t easy. He left the comfort of his heavenly 
living room, as the King of kings and into his divine nature he took on human flesh. And even though he 
created all things, he was now a created being. When he was 12, his parents ditched him but he was ok 
because he was all in about his Father’s business. For three years his word and his miracles testified to 
who he was but on the night he continued his servant leadership model by washing his disciples feet, he 
told two of the disciples just how shakeable they were. One would betray him and end up not only 
losing his earthly life but his heavenly life as well through unbelief, and one would deny that he even 



knew the one who came to save him. He showed he was unshakeable by giving his very body and blood 
together with the bread and wine as he instituted the Lord’s Supper, a meal that we still celebrate twice 
a month.  He was mocked, ridiculed, whipped and beaten, yet he kept his eye on the prize of earning 
eternal life for you and me and so he stuck with it even though his comfort level was the lowest possible 
ever.  As he was crucified, he was so unshakeable that he prayed for the perpetrators forgiveness. He 
died. But didn’t stay dead.  On third day he rose again so that he could be with us with all of his 
authority of grace, mercy power of all our days and beyond.  And now he is preparing a place for us in 
heaven. Jesus followed God all of the time. Jesus didn’t make excuses. He was king over excuses. And 
check it out: it gets credited to your account and mine.   

And so having shown us the way, and more than that being our Savior, Jesus says to you and me on this 
day, an imperative he reiterates to us everyday, Follow me. Friends there are benefits to following Jesus 
that you will ot find in anyone else. With Jesus nothing in your life is wasted. Nothing is a dead end. 
Because God is coordinating everything to create something for good.  God is the Master Craftsman 
working in and through all thing s in our life. The stuff that you think may be too messy, too ugly, too far 
gone, is the very stuff that God can use to make something your mind never dreamed of. The sorrow 
that pains your heart is something God can fashion into a sustaining faith. The sin of the past is 
something that God can use to make a beautiful attracting humility. The missed opportunities are 
something God can use to reflect his grace. The trial you never expected can be the very thing that God 
uses to create a strength you can’t explain. God is even working in the worst things in our life to create 
the best things in our life.  As our Shepherd he follows us into our mess so that he can lead us to follow 
him to heaven. And so Jesus says to you and me in love and so for our good, “Follow Me.” 

  

 


