
Recently, two well-known Christians publicly renounced their faith in Jesus on Instagram. The first one 
was Joshua Harris. He is the best selling author of I Kissed Dating Goodbye. In his book, Harris was trying 
to encourage Christians to return to a biblical view of dating and sexuality. The book was a block buster 
hit and helped many people. He became a well-known writer, speaker, and pastor. But about two weeks 
ago he made the announcement that he no longer stands by what he wrote in his book. Then he posted 
that he was getting a divorce. Then finally, he posted that he is no longer a Christian.  

Then last week, Marty Sampson, the lead singer and song writer for Hillsong, did something similar. 
Hillsong is leads a church in Australia. It is one of the largest churches in the world. And their music has 
influenced almost every song that you hear on Christian radio and in more modern churches. But last 
week, on Instagram, Sampson said that he no longer considers himself a Christian.  

I was shocked and saddened by the news. Both Harris and Sampson have influenced my faith. I’ve read 
Harris’ books and listened to Hillsong’s music. I was also troubled to hear why they both left Christianity. 
They both said that parts of the Bible were offensive to them. They didn’t agree with parts of the Word 
of God.  

That’s not exactly that surprising. The Bible offends all of us at some level doesn’t it? It offends 
everybody of every culture. If you were to go to Asia and preach parts of the Bible, they would be 
offended by something. But then you go to Africa, and they were be offended by something else. Then 
you go to the Middle East and they would be challenged by something else. And if you would teach in 
Europe or the US, they would push back on something else. Every culture and every individual is 
offended by parts of the Bible.  

And when we get offended we are tempted to turn and run from Christianity. And maybe that where 
you are today. Maybe you are really struggling with parts of the Bible and you want to walk away. But 
here’s what I want you to know.  You might not want God, but God will always want you. You might 
not like God, but he always will love you. And he will do whatever is necessary to win you back.  

That’s why I’m excited to continue our sermon series called WANTED. We are going to through the book 
of Jonah to see how we are all wanted from the Lord.  

Last week Bill started these series. We got to meet Jonah. Jonah lived about 800 years before Jesus. He 
was a prophet in the northern kingdom of Israel. He was a well-known, respected advisor to the king.  

 Last week we heard how the Lord came to Jonah and commanded him to go to the capital city of the 
Assyrians, to go to Nineveh.  “The word of the LORD came to Jonah son of Amittai: Go to the great city 
of Nineveh and preach against it, because its wickedness has come up before me.” 

But Jonah ran away from the Lord and headed for Tarshish.   

The Lord gives Jonah, this well-known prophet, a clear call to action, Go to Nineveh. But Jonah runs 
away in the complete opposite direction. Why? What was so offensive about this command?  

As modern-day westerners we might not like what God says about the Assyrians. God calls them wicked. 
For modern-day westerners we might get offended when the Bible speaks about people being wicked 
and about God’s punishment on the wicked. We wonder why isn’t God more loving?  



But not Jonah. He was offended by God not because he was too strict and judgmental. Jonah was angry 
with God because he knew that God was too loving and forgiving. And we don’t know that until we see 
what happens in Jonah 4. After Jonah preaches in Nineveh and the people repent, God relents and 
doesn’t punish them but gives them grace. And Jonah says, But to Jonah this seemed very wrong, and 
he became angry. He prayed to the Lord, “Isn’t this what I said, Lord, when I was still at home? That is 
what I tried to forestall by fleeing to Tarshish. I knew that you are a gracious and compassionate God, 
slow to anger and abounding in love, a God who relents from sending calamity. Now, Lord, take away 
my life, for it is better for me to die than to live.” (Jonah 4:1-3) 

Can you imagine a modern day American saying this? I don’t like Christianity because it is too accepting. 
The God of the Bible is just too loving and forgiving and gracious and generous and patient. That loving 
God of the Bible offends me. That’s not what Americans think. But that’s what Jonah thought. He was 
angry with God for being too gracious.  

Modern day Americans think the God of the Bible seems to strict and judgmental. The God of the Bibles 
seems to condemn too many lifestyles and too many people.  

But do you see my point? The Bible seems to offend everyone of every culture at some level. Why is 
that? Well, because the Bible is not just a dead book. We are not just interacting with a book. We are 
interacting with the God of this book. We not just offended by the words of a book, but the God behind 
the book.  

The God of the Bible is a personal God and he wants a personal relationship with us. And when we are in 
a relationship, we can get offended. The people who offend us the most are those who are close to use 
and love us.  

Before I marry anyone I usually take them through a premarriage course. And when the couple sits in my 
office they are so in love and blind to the challenges of marriage. And I let them know that in a year it is 
going to get challenging. Because when you love somebody you are not willing to let the person stay in 
the status quo. You challenge them and encourage them and want them to grow. Even in go friendships 
you say hard things to each other. You speak the truth in love and he truth can be hard to hear.   

 And that is what it’s like with God. He speaks the truth to us and it can be very challenging to hear. And 
when we are offended, when someone we love tells us something we don’t want to hear, we can either 
accept it and change or we can turn and run.  

Jonah turn and ran. And last week Pastor Bill told us what happened. The Lord sent a huge storm that 
beat against the boat. Jonah knew that God was disciplining Jonah. Jonah knew that the only way to 
make the storm stop would be to jump into the water. So he did.  

In most stories that would be the end. But not in this story. God is not done with Jonah yet. At the end 
of Jonah 1 we read, Now the Lord provided a huge fish to swallow Jonah, and Jonah was in the belly of 
the fish three days and three nights. This is so cool. A sea creature of some sort, a whale or a shark, 
swallowed up Jonah not to eat him but to save him.  

Some people want to get all caught up in the fish. Well, let me tell you that there has been documented 
cases of humans being swallowed by sharks and fishermen opening up the shark and the human has 
lived. Besides, the Lord God who created the world and raised the dead and preserve Jonah’s life.  



But the story is really not about the large fish. It is about Jonah, and the change in Jonah’s life. What we 
see in Jonah 2 is much different than Jonah in the first chapter. Jonah is now praying from the belly of 
the fish and he says,  

 “In my distress I called to the Lord, 
    and he answered me. 
From deep in the realm of the dead I called for help, 
    and you listened to my cry. 
3 You hurled me into the depths, 
    into the very heart of the seas, 
    and the currents swirled about me; 
all your waves and breakers 
    swept over me. 
4 I said, ‘I have been banished 
    from your sight; 
yet I will look again 
    toward your holy temple.’ 
5 The engulfing waters threatened me, 
    the deep surrounded me; 
    seaweed was wrapped around my head. 
6 To the roots of the mountains I sank down; 
    the earth beneath barred me in forever. 
But you, Lord my God, 
    brought my life up from the pit. (Jonah 2:1-6) 

There was a time when Jonah didn’t want a God who showed mercy. He didn’t want God to be 
compassionate and gracious. But now Jonah needs that kind of God. Now Jonah calls upon the grace of 
God. As his life has been constricted by his own sin, as he was sinking to the depths of the sea, he called 
wanted the very God that was so offensive to him.  

That’s what I want you to know.  

1. We don’t want the real  God until we really need him.  

We don’t want a God who says sex is between one man and one woman until our relationships are a 
total mess, until we need God to rescue our marriage and relationships. We don’t want a God who tells 
us to be wise with his money, until we are in financial ruin. We don’t want a God who tells us to worship 
him, until we feel so empty from worshiping sports or entertainment. We don’t want the real God until 
we really need him.  

We might not want the real God. But he really wants us. God will do almost anything to bring us back to 
him. Jonah recognizes this when he prays: 

“When my life was ebbing away, 
    I remembered you, Lord, 
and my prayer rose to you, 
    to your holy temple. (Jonah 2:7) 



When Jonah got to the end of his rope, he turned to the Lord. Prayed towards God’s temple in 
Jerusalem. The temple was the hot spot of God’s presence and love. It was the place of sacrifices and 
the place of God’s holiness.  

Jonah ran from God. And the Lord let Jonah experience the consequences for his decisions. He let him 
feel what it’s like to have no God, to be on your own. And it was horrifying. But when Jonah turned to 
the Lord, he felt peace, even when he was still constricted in the belly of a fish.  

God loves you enough to let you feel the consequences of your sin. When you and I are offended by God 
and don’t want the real God. When we ignore God or actively run from him, he lets us feel the 
consequences of rejecting the real God.  

But his desire is that we turn towards him. In Jonah’s day, God’s people turned to the Temple. In our 
day, we turn to Jesus. Jesus shows us what God is really like. We turn to Jesus and we find him at the 
cross.  

At the cross we meet the real God. And he is so serious about sin that it would take nothing but the 
blood of Jesus to save us. He is so compassionate that he willingly poured out his blood to save us. Turn 
to Jesus and see the real God. See how much he loves you.  

Then Jonah closes his prayer, explaining what he has learned from his experience.  

“Those who cling to worthless idols 
    turn away from God’s love for them. 

Here’s what Jonah learned. If you are offended by the real God and turn and run from him, then you are 
making up your own version of god. You are going to cling to something empty, something made up. 
When you run from God, you are running from what’s real. And the real God loves you.  

When we run from the real God, we make up some other type of god to worship. But those made up 
versions of god are useless and empty, and they cannot save. And when you turn from the real God you 
are turning from Jesus, the one who loves you unconditionally.  

Jonah realized how foolish it was to run from the God who loved him, so he made vows to follow God’s 
commands. He rededicated himself to the Lord.  

But I, with shouts of grateful praise, 
    will sacrifice to you. 
What I have vowed I will make good. 
    I will say, ‘Salvation comes from the Lord.’” (Jonah 2:9) 

Jonah believes again in the real God. And now he wants to follow the real God. He wants to rely on the 
real God, because only the real God has faithful love. Only the real God can save. Now he promises, he 
vows, to go to Nineveh and preach what he has learned through experience that salvation comes from 
the Lord.  

Here’s what Jonah wants to tell you and me.  

2. Rely on the real God.  



Rely on the real God because only the real God can save. Only the real God is true. Only the real God 
came into this world in Jesus. I was really sad to hear that Harris and Sampson have walked away from 
God. But I’m afraid that they might be only the tip of the iceberg. I think in the years to come, many 
more people are going to walk away from Christianity. For far too long, we have allowed Christianity to 
be something that we want to mold and shape. We want to put the Bible in the courtroom. And we 
want to judge the God of the Bible.  

But Jonah has met with God. He has experienced the love of the real God. And he wants us to 
rededicate ourselves to him as well. Let’s rely on the real God. That means that we are going to look at 
the Bible differently. Instead of treating the Bible like a buffet, believing only the verses that are 
inspirational, ones that we can hang on the wall, let’s read all of the Bible, even the challenging parts. 
Instead of trying to change God’s word, let’s let God’s Word change us.  

You see Jesus has saved us. He has made us part of the family of God. We are in a relationship with God. 
And relationships are challenging. God will challenge us. And sometimes we will not always like what 
God has to say. Sometimes God will offend us. Sometimes we will not want the God of the Bible. But 
even if you don’t always want the God of the Bible, know this, he will always want you. And he will stop 
at nothing to keep you in his family. Amen.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


