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I don’t follow politics as much as I used to. I used to listen to talk radio on AM and FM to hear from both 
sides of the aisle. I used to pick up a newspaper every once and a while to see who is running for office 
and what their goals are. But I don’t do that anymore. Now I believe that the government is a good gift 
from God. But I find that I’m getting less and less engaged. I think it is because I don’t know who to trust 
anymore. I’m concerned that some politicians are just telling me what I want to hear to control me, to 
manipulate me to serve their agenda. There’s not really a leader that I feel I can get behind, so I feel 
myself checking out.  

I don’t think I’m the only one. I think more and more people are just frustrated. They don’t know who to 
believe, who to trust. There is not really a leader they can really follow without reservation. So, more 
and more of us are less engaged. More and more of you are just checking out.  

Here’s my concern. The feelings that many of us have towards politics seem to be pouring over into how 
we feel about Christianity. At one time we might have been engaged in our Christian faith. Maybe we 
were an every-Sunday, Bible-reading Christian. But over the years we began to wonder, “Is this just 
another organization looking to control me? Is Christianity just another organization trying to 
manipulate me to serve their agenda? Maybe you haven’t really found a Christian leader that you can 
get behind and follow, and so you find yourself checking out of Christianity.  

We are on the second week of this new sermon series, Start with Jesus. In this sermon series we want 
to challenge some of the assumptions we might have about Christianity. And one assumption that might 
be floating around in your heart is that Christianity is just another organization trying to control me.  
You might hear a politician from any stripe spinning the truth, trying to get your vote, trying to get 
control. And so you check out of politics. You might assume that Christianity is trying to do that same 
thing, so you check out of Christianity. If you see yourself getting less and less engaged in your Christian 
faith, then I want to encourage you to go back to the founder of Christianity, Jesus Christ. I want to 
encourage you to Start with Jesus. 

When we start with Jesus, more than anything else, we hear Jesus talking about a kingdom. When he 
preaches, he says, “Repent, for the kingdom of God is near.” When he teaches, his lessons almost 
always start out, “The kingdom of God is like…” In fact, this is a theme throughout Scripture. For 
thousands of years before Jesus, God’s people had been anticipating a king who would set up a 
worldwide kingdom of peace and prosperity.  

Jesus group of followers, his disciples, picked up on this. They left their livelihoods because Jesus told 
them he was a king who was starting a new kingdom. As they spent more time with Jesus, his twelve 
followers all seemed to be fighting for the most important positions or seats in his kingdom. And it 
wasn’t only the disciples who were concerned. In our reading today, we see that the disciple’s mother 
wanted to make sure her little boys were taken care of.  



We read,  Then the mother of Zebedee’s sons came to Jesus with her sons and, kneeling down, asked 
a favor of him.  “What is it you want?” he asked. She said, “Grant that one of these two sons of mine 
may sit at your right and the other at your left in your kingdom.” (Matthew 20:20-21) 

Most commentators believe that this woman is Salome, the mother of James and John, two men who 
were already in Jesus’ inner circle. Zebedee, their father, was a fisherman. And in that culture, you 
passed your profession on to your children. We don’t really do this that much in our culture anymore. 
The closest comparison we have is modern day farmers.  

That’s what’s going on here. Salome is concerned that her little boys left their best chance at financial 
stability, security and success. And she wanted to make sure that if Jesus really did become a king, that 
her sons would be taken care of, that their sacrifice would have been worth it.  

But Jesus responds,  “You don’t know what you are asking,” (Matthew 20:22) Jesus says, “you don’t get 
it. You don’t understand what you are asking.’ Jesus is hinting and what I’m really trying to highlight 
today. We don’t really understand who Jesus is and what his kingdom is all about. We might think that 
Jesus and his kingdom is like all the other kingdoms of this world.   

He goes on, “Can you drink the cup I am going to drink?” “We can,” they answered. 23 Jesus said to 
them, “You will indeed drink from my cup, but to sit at my right or left is not for me to grant. These 
places belong to those for whom they have been prepared by my Father.” (Matthew 20:22-23) 

Jesus is using a Hebrew idiom here. “To drink a cup” was way of saying, “To endure a specific kind of 
suffering.” So Jesus was asking them “If you really want to sit in positions of authority and power, are 
you willing to suffer with me?” They both responded with confidence, “of course we are ready to suffer 
with you.” 

He affirms their answer. They would suffer. Both James and John we would be tortured for their faith. 
James would even be executed by Herod for his faith.  

Now look how the rest of the disciples felt about Salome’s question: When the ten heard about this, 
they were indignant with the two brothers. (Matthew 20:24) They were not indignant or angry 
because James and John didn’t understand Jesus’ kingdom. They were angry because the brothers ask 
the question before they did. They wanted to first in Jesus’ kingdom. They wanted to have control over 
the people. They wanted to be a place of power.  

Jesus knew what everyone was thinking so he said, “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it 
over them, and their high officials exercise authority over them.” (Matthew 20:25) In other words, 
“You all know the stories about Julius Caesar and how he crossed the Rubicon and marched into Rome 
and took over. You know how his great-nephew Caesar Augustus ruled over Rome. You know how those 
kings and those rulers work. For them it is all about gaining power, prestige and control over the people. 
And you think my kingdom is like those kingdoms.  

We might have had the same assumption. We might have looked at the Republicans or Democrats and 
thought, Christianity is basically the same thing. It probably is all about power and control like any other 
political power. Jesus’ kingdom must run like all other kingdoms.  



But Jesus makes a very clear statement to his disciples. Not so with you. (Matthew 20:26) Jesus is 
saying, My kingdom does not run like the kingdoms of this world. I don’t set up a kingdom that is run by 
political pressure or power or prestige.  

He goes on, Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant, and whoever 
wants to be first must be your slave— (Matthew 20:26-27)  

Jesus had a vision of setting up a kingdom that looked a lot more like the Magic kingdom than Caesar’s 
kingdom. How many of you have been to the Magic Kingdom in Disney World? We used to live in 
Orlando, FL. And a member of our congregation, named Vinny, had been a waiter there for about 25 
years. Every once and a while he would take us to Disney as his guest. I remember the first time I went. I 
thought, “This is it? This is the happiest place on earth? It’s ok I guess. The rides just seem like glorified 
carnival rides. What is it that makes this place so great? Why do people cash out their children’s 
education savings to come here?”  

Then Vinny told me. Walt Disney had a vision of an amusement park that focuses on the guest’s 
experience. It was all about serving the guests. In fact, the 70K employees are not called “employees” 
but cast members. They try to embody that line from Beauty and the beast “Be our Guest”. Walt 
Disney’s vision for a whole new kind of amusement park has attracted millions of people from all over to 
experience a whole new world.  

Jesus had a vision for a different kind of kingdom. An upside-down kingdom where the greatest leaders 
were the servants and the first among the people were the slaves. He wanted to be a king over a 
kingdom that had completely different values than any earthly kingdom.  

But for Jesus this wasn’t just a vision, a hope, a dream, this was his reality. He embodied the vision of a 
kingdom of service. That’s why he ended this section by saying, “just as the Son of Man did not come to 
be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” (Matthew 20:28) 

For Jesus “service” was not just some campaign slogan. It was his life. He lived to die for you, to ransom 
you. That means he bought your freedom with his own blood. He made himself last, so that you are first 
in God’s kingdom. He made himself nothing, so that before God the Father, you are everything. He gave 
all he had, he made himself poor, so that you are now consider rich in holiness and purity before God. 
We follow a king who exchanged his crown for a cross so that you would no longer be under a curse.  

This has implications for God’s people. Because Jesus gave up everything for us, we are now rich, 
rewarded, dearly loved, children of God. And we are called to follow Jesus and embody the values of his 
upside-down kingdom.  

Paul said it this way: 

In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus: 

6 Who, being in very nature God, 
    did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own advantage; 
7 rather, he made himself nothing 
    by taking the very nature of a servant, 
    being made in human likeness. 
8 And being found in appearance as a man, 



    he humbled himself 
    by becoming obedient to death— 
        even death on a cross! (Philippians 2:5-8) 

If you work for Disney World, you are to have the mindset of Walt Disney. If you are a Christian you are 
to have the mindset of Jesus Christ. The church is at its best when it lives out the values of Jesus’ 
kingdom. The church is at its best when we act like Jesus. 

1. The church is at its best when we serve others as our guest. 

Maybe that’s why so many of us have become less and less engaged in the Christian Church. Maybe we 
didn’t understand what it was all about. Maybe we didn’t understand that it was about starting with 
Jesus, about being served by him, and serving one another.  

So whether you are a lifelong Christian or you left Christianity and got disengaged or maybe you are just 
checking it out, let’s go back to the founder. Let’s start with Jesus. Let’s 2. Start with service.  

See, here’s the thing. Some of us here thought that church was about being served. It was just about 
sitting in these seats. We thought it was about what we got out of church. But church is about following 
Jesus. And Jesus lived to serve. So have the mindset of Jesus and start serving.  

Some of us are not ready to follow Jesus because we don’t want to commit. We are concerned that the 
church is just another organization that wants to control me. You are not ready to trust in Jesus, believe 
in him, and be fully committed to him yet. If you are not a committed believer of Jesus, I would tell you 
the same thing I told the believers. Start with service. Start living under the values of Jesus’ kingdom and 
you might just start following the king, king Jesus. Start serving Jesus even before you believe in him, 
and you might just find out that he is right about everything. That is a good king with following.  

This church was founded by people who served when it began in the Polonia soccer club and then in the 
movie theater. Week after week a whole host of volunteers would set up the church, the music, the 
food, the children’s program. They would run the church service. And then pack it all up when it was 
over. They church continues to focus on serving. I’ve been blown away by all the volunteers who serve 
Jesus behind the scenes.  All the work that so many volunteers to do make sure you and I get to hear 
about our servant-king Jesus. Today we are going to give you a chance to participate in serving here a 
Victory. After the worship service, the leaders of the different serving groups are going to make 
themselves available so that you can participate in serving here at Victory. And we just want you to join 
in the fun and find a way to participate.  

Obviously, Victory is not the only place you can serve. And it is not necessarily the most important place. 
God is calling you to serve your family, to serve your neighbor, to serve your friends, and even serve you 
enemies. But I do believe serving here at Victory can help you have a mindset for a life of service.  

I know politics is a hot topic. And it’s dangerous for me to even bring up. Some of you continue to be 
fully engaged in politics and your candidate and your political party. Glory to God! That’s great. 
Government is a good gift of God. And politicians are God’s servants to bring peace and stability to 
society. But some of you are more like me. You are coming less and less engaged in politics. You are 
having a harder and harder time find a leader worth following.  



No matter how you feel about politics, I want to assure you that you can fully follow King Jesus. You can 
build your life on the values of his kingdom. You can fully support his agenda because it is all about 
service. He will never use you, manipulate you, or try to control you. Start with Jesus. Start by serving. 
And you will find that wherever Jesus is and his kingdom, that is the happiest place on earth.  


