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When What is Right Is Not Popular . . . Act With Integrity – Pastor Bill Limmer 

On June 9, 2018, a colt named Justify thundered across the finish line in Victory at the Belmost Stakes. 

By winning the Belmont Stakes Justify claimed the Triple Crown – winning the Kentucky Derby, the 

Preakness and the Belmont. The Triple Crown is  one of the most storied achievements in sports. Only a 

few people knew the secret that trainer Bob Baffert carried with him into the winner’s circle that day: 

Justify had failed a drug test weeks before the first race in the Triple Crown, the Kentucky Derby which 

should have disqualified him from running in the Kentucky Derby and so disqualified even for an 

attempt at being a Triple Crown Winner – if the rules were followed.  

They were not, according to documents reviewed by The New York Times. Instead of the failed drug test 

causing a speedy disqualification, the California Horse Racing Board took more than a month to confirm 

the results. Then, instead of filing a public complaint as it usually does, the board made a series of 

decisions behind closed doors as it moved to drop the case and lighten the penalty for any horse found 

to have the banned substance that Justify tested positive for in its system. 

By then, Justify had become just the 13th Triple Crown winner in the last 100 years, and his owners had 

sold his breeding rights for 6K, no 60K, no 600K, no 6 million, no for $60 million. Well that was a nice 

little secret right? Talk about a lack of integrity. We might expect that lack of integrity in the world but 

when it comes to church that is devastating. And there has been account after account of a lack of 

integrity in churches, sexual scandals, financial scandals, bullying, you name it. All these things have 

hurts us and they have hurt Jesus too. 

What if I were to tell you that I have a video of your darkest secret? A video that would show every 

single lie that you’ve ever told? What would you worry would show up on this video? What would you 

never want anyone to know or to see? With all that in mind, Do you, do I, live with integrity? There are 

lots of views of integrity but this is the one we are going to use: always doing the right thing, always at 

the right time, always for the right reason. 

Why all this talk about integrity? Because today we are beginning a new teaching series called, “Start 

With Jesus.” In this series we are going to put aside all those things we think are Christian, the traditions, 

the rules, and look to follow no one or nothing but Jesus. And Jesus will show us the way of and the cost 

of integrity. 

Imagine that you get home from worship today. And even before you enter your house or apartment 

you can hear a lot of commotion, a lot of noise. And as you get close to the front door there are people 

trying to get in because you house has been turned into a farmers market. I know that some of you like 

farmer’s markets but hear me out. Your house has been turned into a farmers market which includes 

buying and selling, bartering, and taking advantage of the poor? Your house is a mess. The carpet now 

has stains, the wood floors are scuffed up. Furniture has been moved. There is trash is not only over- 

flowing from the waste-paper basket but is here, there and everywhere. Your house smells. It is noisy 

and nobody really cares that you are there. Raise your hand if you are going to be good with that.  

Well that really happened and I want you to keep it in mind as I read to you about it in a book in the 

Bible known as the book of John. A book that talks about the personal life of Jesus. John 2:13-17 13 When 

it was almost time for the Jewish Passover, Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14 In the temple courts he 
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found people selling cattle, sheep and doves, and others sitting at tables exchanging money. 15 So he 

made a whip out of cords, and drove all from the temple courts, both sheep and cattle; he scattered 

the coins of the money changers and overturned their tables. 16 To those who sold doves he said, “Get 

these out of here! Stop turning my Father’s house into a market!” 17 His disciples remembered that it 

is written: “Zeal for your house will consume me.” And 23-25 23 Now while he was in Jerusalem at the 

Passover Festival, many people saw the signs he was performing and believed in his name.[b] 24 But 

Jesus would not entrust himself to them, for he knew all people. 25 He did not need any testimony 

about mankind, for he knew what was in each person. 

Here is what was going on, people coming are coming to this once a year, amazing festival called the 

Passover. The Passover takes place at the Temple in Jerusalem and people are to bring with them their 

sacrifices of unblemished cattle or lambs. But when they made the journey many were told by those in 

charge of the sacrifices that their animals were no spotless of unblemished and so they would have to 

buy one. Capitalism was alive and well back in the day too.  So cost was based on supply and demand. 

And to top it off there was the temple tax and so you would have to exchange your day to day moeny 

for pure Tyrian coins. And you were charged for this exchange as well.  

Jesus walks into his Father’s house and sees the swindlers taking advantage of the people. He was sick 

and tired of the worship of God being defamed and devalued by crooks. Jesus priority because of his 

integrity was worshiping the true God. Verse 15 and 16 15 So he made a whip out of cords, and drove all 

from the temple courts, both sheep and cattle; he scattered the coins of the money changers and 

overturned their tables. 16 To those who sold doves he said, “Get these out of here! Stop turning my 

Father’s house into a market!” 

The Temple was to be a place of worship, to pray, to hear the Bible read and preached. But no one could 

hear anything because of all the bartering and bickering and commotion outside.  Lambs were running 

and baaing and coins were clanging and rolling.  By over-turning the tables Jesus was destroying the 

idols of money, of convenience, of profiting off of God. Integrity, Jesus did the right thing at the right 

time for the right reason – even though, it was going to be a giant step toward his own life being 

destroyed.  

For Jesus, God was number 1. Not 1a or 2 or 20 or in the top 100 somewhere. Worshiping God wasn’t 

for when he did have something better to do or when it was convenient. Jesus didn’t consider who 

would like him, who want hate him.  That wasn’t a concern. Doing the right thing for the right reason, 

worshiping God was the most important thing. Whether anybody liked it or not. That’s the integrity of 

Jesus. 

Ask anyone who has made bad choices and they will tell you that it started small. They never realized 

that it was THAT moment, behind that closed door, or on that one text message that they compromised 

who they were. Temptation is taking the easy path of self-gratification instead of the rugged road of 

growing the soul. We may be tempted to gain a short-term advantage by cheating or lying in business 

dealings, by cutting corners. We may be tempted to lie to the government, cheat on our taxes or cheat 

lie in on our relationships. Temptations often come at our weakest point, when we are hurting or needy 

or hungry for something. If temptations weren’t hard for us, they wouldn’t be temptations. It is in these  

moments, you realize that who you are and who God wants you to be are very far apart. The good news 

is that God can help you, but first, you must let him help you to be honest with him and honest with 
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yourself, a need for integrity that is beyond your ability, a Jesus integrity. It’s easier to do what’s 

popular; it’s more difficult to do what God says is right. 

Jesus offended a lot of people with his radical views on religion and the government. Rather than 

worrying about winning the approval of crowds or high ranking officials, he spoke with authenticity 

about his mission to save those dead in their sins – all of us.  He lived his life for the audience of the One. 

Studies show and we know from our own life, people value truth. We want honesty and authenticity. 

We want to see integrity and trust worthiness. Even disagreements that are rooted in honesty and 

authenticity and respect are more than meaningful.  

Whether we are a young, middle aged or seasoned we have been advertised to the nth degree, and we 

are highly sensitive and skeptical and are ready sound the that’s a lie alarm.  What people are looking 

for is substance and not a lie, conviction and not compromise. In other words – integrity. And there is no 

one who has integrity like Jesus. 

We want to know what Christianity stands for not what it is against. Questions that can be asked 

without predetermined answers. We want churches that emphasize the kingdom of God over an 

allegiance to a political party or a single nation. We want to be challenged to live lives of holiness, not 

only when it comes to sex, but also when it comes to living simply, caring for the poor and oppressed, 

pursuing reconciliation, engaging in creation care and becoming peacemakers. We crave integrity. 

Maybe we didn’t know it but we crave Jesus. 

Jesus brings a message that will always be affront to the powers that be. Because the message of Jesus 

is not coercion but renewal of all things through love – even love of enemies. Jesus will always be at 

odds with political power no matter who is in charge. Preston Sprinkle, author, professor, pastor, says, 

“fundamental conservatism is the inability to humbly listen to the other side, other tribe, those you 

are told are the enemy, who have the posture of seeing the world in black and white, good people 

and bad, refusing to love your enemy. And as far as progressive fundamentalism it is the same thing.” 

Jesus doesn’t align himself with any earthly powers. For example: if you live in nonviolence advocating 

for the oppressed, the refugee, the foreigner, standing against racism and sexism your become an 

affront with the far right. But if you live in obedience to the sexual ethic of Jesus in the Scriptures, you 

embrace self-denial, submission and sacrifice, and if you uphold exclusivity of the Lordship of Jesus, and 

the sanctity of life both inside and outside of the womb, you will become an affront to those of the far 

left.   

Jesus kingdom is based on “God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son that whoever 

believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.” Neither Buddha, Krishna, Muhammed, Shiva, 

Vishnu, nor Mary died for you. Jesus is the only one who was beaten and crucified and died for you. 

Jesus was the only one willing to die for you out of love for his Father and for you. 

To live a life on integrity Jesus needed to follow his heavenly Father no matter the consequences. “If 

God were not just, there would be no demand for his Son to suffer and die. And if God were not 

loving, there would be no willingness for his Son to suffer and die. But God is both just and loving. 

Therefore, his love is willing to meet the demands of his justice.” (desiring God blog) That is what Jesus 

did for you because he is the embodiment of integrity.  



So start with Jesus. Because Christianity is not about rules, comparisons, looking down on someone, 

punishing you or giving you what you earn or deserve. God’s relationship with you is based on the 

integrity of Jesus. Christianity is not founded on your good works but on the perfect works and life of 

Jesus for you. 

Don’t follow Jesus because it is easy (it won’t be). Follow Jesus because he is the only one full of 

integrity.  

As Jesus cleansed the temple, is there any area of your heart that needs to be cleansed? Start with 

Jesus. Billy Graham was asked: “If Christianity is true, why is there so much evil in the world.” He replied, 

“With so much soap, why are there so many dirty people in the world? Christianity, like soap, must be 

personally applied if it is going to make a difference in our lives.”  

So whether you are a Christian or not, I just challenge you in every area of your life to start with Jesus 

and his integrity and see where He takes you.  

I am not a Christian because it works. I had a life outside of Christianity that worked. I follow Christianity 

because it is true.   

 


