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Sermon series: Start with Jesus 
Sermon theme: WHEN THERE’S NEED… GIVE 

Sermon text: Matthew 6:1-4 
Finish this sentence. I don’t go to church anymore because the church is just a bunch of __________.  
Did you say “hypocrites”?  

I remember speaking with a woman who bartended. She told me, “I’m no longer going to church 
because the church is just a bunch of hypocrites. Those Christians come on Saturday night, cuss, get 
drunk, cheat on their spouse, then they show up Sunday morning at church in their Sunday’s best.” 

Another time a man told me, “I’m never doing business with Christians. They are just a bunch of 
hypocrites. One time I was trying to buy a car from a local car dealer. He had the Christian fish symbol 
on his sign. And he kept telling me I should buy a car from him because he was a Christian. But the car 
he wanted to sell me was an overpriced piece of junk.”  

Certainly, this is not everyone’s experience all the time. But everyone has their story of a 
Christian who said one thing but did the other. And maybe that has left you wondering, “Does being a 
Christian really matter at all?” Maybe you see yourself drifting away from Christianity because their just 
seems to be too many hypocrites.  

That’s why we going through this series called Start with Jesus. Instead of just looking at some 
people in the church, and instead of just believing what you have heard about Christianity, we want to 
go back to the founder of Christianity. We want to start with Jesus, and let Jesus tell us what Christianity 
really should be all about. We can’t learn about Christianity just by looking at Christians and churches 
and different denominations and traditions. We have to look at Jesus. We have to forget everything else 
and just start with Jesus.  

A good place to start is with Jesus’ preaching and teaching. Last week, Pastor Bill introduced us 
to Jesus’ famous sermon: The Sermon on the Mount. In this sermon, Jesus wants to clarify who he really 
is. And the way he does this is by contrasting his teaching and way of life with the religious leaders of 
the day.  

So, for example, in the first half of Jesus’ sermon, Jesus repeats this phrase, “You have heard it 
said...But I tell you…” In other words, the religious leaders of the day tell you this. But I’m different. 
When you start with me you are going to get a different message than other religious leaders.  

Today we move on to the second half of Jesus’ sermon. In the second half of his sermon, Jesus 
talks about actions and works. He focuses on what the religious people do compared to what he does.  

Let’s read the opening line to part two of his sermon: 
“Be careful not to practice your righteousness in front of others to be seen by them. If you do, you will 
have no reward from your Father in heaven. (Matthew 6:1) 
 Jesus is saying when you do good things, when you help people and give to the poor, don’t do it 
to be seen. That’s not the right kind of motivation. Do good things because it helps people. That pleases 
our Father in heaven. And he even promises to reward that kind of behavior.  
 Jesus goes on, “So when you give to the needy, do not announce it with trumpets, as the 
hypocrites do in the synagogues and on the streets, to be honored by others. Truly I tell you, they 
have received their reward in full.” (Matthew 6:2) 
Jesus points out what he saw from the religious leaders of his day. They would give to the needy, but 
they made sure people saw them do it. They would make a scene out of giving to the poor. The reason 
they wanted to be seen by people is because they wanted to be honored as super spiritual people who 
were super generous, at least more generous than most.  
 It wouldn’t be that hard to point out something similar in our day. We have all heard about 
celebrities, business, and politicians giving to charities just to be seen by people. But we have to admit 



that this can happen in the church too. You might look at churches, and even church leaders like me, 
and wonder, “Are they being generous just to be seen by people? Is it all just a show?” 
 But instead of looking to churches or even church leaders to see what Christianity is all about, 
start with Jesus. Look to Jesus. Jesus didn’t only teach about true generosity to those in need, he lived 
it.  
 A man named Mark records this story of Jesus healing a man who was deaf and mute. This 
man’s friends brought him to Jesus while Jesus was in a crowd of people. Jesus could have healed the 
man in front of everybody. He could have made a name for himself. He could have gotten a great 
following. But instead, Jesus took the man away from the crowds and he healed him in secret. Then he 
commanded the man not to tell anyone.  
 There is another story of how he raised the local synagogue leader’s daughter from the dead. 
This was an important pillar in the community. Raising his daughter could have led to Jesus’ fame and 
notoriety. But instead, Jesus went into this girl’s room alone. He raised her from the dead. Then he 
commanded the family, “Don’t tell anyone that I did this.” 
 These were not isolated incidents. Jesus always seemed to be helping and healing in secret and 
demanding that nobody make a big deal out of it. Even Jesus’ own half-brothers didn’t understand. In 
John 7, his own brothers said to him, “Why don’t you go into Jerusalem and start doing these things 
publicly? Nobody who wants to be a public figure acts in secret.” 
 But that’s what made Jesus different from all other leaders, especially religious leaders. He 
helped people without looking for praise. You see, Jesus didn’t help or heal in order to make a name for 
himself, to self-promote, to get popular. No, Jesus saw people in need and he helped them because it 
was the right thing to do.   
 If I were to boil down what makes Jesus different from all other religious leaders, it would be 
this: 

1. Jesus was a hidden helper. 
 Forget about what you heard about Christianity. This is who the leader of Christianity was and is. 
Jesus was a hidden helper. In fact, Jesus is so good, he reminds me of a classic superhero, like Batman 
and Superman. What makes superheroes like Batman and Superman so incredible? It’s not just their 
super-powers, it’s their super-character. When Batman and Superman help the helpless and rescue the 
weak, they do it in secret, disguising their identity. They wear a mask or hide behind a persona. And 
that’s what makes them so attractive and super. They are not helping people to be recognized. They 
help people in secret, in the dark, not for personal recognition but just because it’s the right thing to do 
because they want to help those in need.  
 So what we are encouraging in this series is for you to follow Jesus even if you struggle to 
believe in him. And if you want to start with Jesus and follow him, if you want to embody what 
Christianity is all about, then you ought to secretly give to the needy. You need to give to the poor in 
hidden ways, not for praise or honor or self-promotion. But just because it’s the right thing to do. That’s 
what Jesus really taught.  
 But that is easier said than done. Most of us guys, can’t even empty the dishwasher without 
announcing it to our wives with great fanfare. We can’t seem to do anything without our ego getting in 
the way.  
 That’s not to say we never give in secret.. You might be able to pay for the coffee of the guy 
standing in line behind you at Starbucks. Or you might be able to pay for the lunch of the guy begging on 
the side of the road without anyone else knowing about it. But that doesn’t mean you really did it for 
the right reasons.  
 You may still have this voice inside of you saying, Look at how good I am. I’m a much better 
person than other people. I help the needy. I feed the poor. I give to others. But if you think like that then 
you are not giving to help people. You are giving to prove to yourself that you are a good person, or at 



least better than most. When you give in that way, you are still being a hypocrite. You are still giving for 
selfish reasons.  
 That’s why Jesus concludes this section by saying,  “But when you give to the needy, do not let 
your left hand know what your right hand is doing, so that your giving may be in secret. Then your 
Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you.” (Matthew 6:3-4) 
 Do you see what Jesus is saying? When you give to the needy, let it be in secret. But it needs to 
be a secret even to ourselves. We have to keep our good works hidden from our own hearts. Because 
we have a way of propping up our identity and our value based on our actions. So instead of giving to 
the needy, we end up using the needy to make us feel like we matter, like we are somebody. So Jesus is 
encouraging us to live a life of self-forgetfulness. To think more about the needs of others than about 
our own needs.  
 
But how in the world are we supposed to do that?  
 
2. Dress up like Jesus.  
Let me explain. At the end of this month is Halloween. You already knew that because the stores have 
been filled with costumes. And not just costumes for kids. It seems like over the past few years, more 
and more adults are dressing for Halloween. And I get it. We all want to be somebody else. We want to 
take on a different identity.  
 Do you know that when you were baptized they Bible says, “You died, and now you life is hidden 
in Christ”? It also says, “You were clothed in Christ.” That means first of all that your sins are forgiven 
because of the work of Jesus. But it also means you have a new identity. You are covered in Christ. The 
old you and your old identity is gone. Now you are a new creation in Christ. That means we have nothing 
left to prove to anyone. We have nobody left to impress. The Father is already happy with us in Jesus 
Christ.   
 It also means, every day is Halloween and you get to dress up each day as Jesus. I don’t mean 
you are supposed to wear a middle eastern robe and sandals. But by the power of the Holy Spirit, you 
and I can act like Jesus, giving to the needy, doing good to others. And because we are already approved 
by God, we can do good things for the needy in secret. We can help people just because it’s the right 
thing to do. We can give to the poor without needing to be recognized.  
 Jesus assumes that you are going to give to the needy. He says, “When you give…” So, giving to 
the poor is not an option. And there are all sorts of ways that we can be the hands and feet of Jesus. The 
next time you see someone begging for money, pull into the closest restaurant and buy them a 
hamburger and fries. Take some time to research organizations that are taking care of the poor. Invest 
in the ones that are really helping the poor. You might also redefine who the “needy” are. Maybe 
God is calling you to be generous with you energy and time to your spouse or kids or friends or 
co-workers.  
 Jesus doesn’t seem to be too concerned about what you are doing. He is more 
concerned about the motivation. Are you giving to those in needy for your own glory or for the 
good of his kingdom? Are you looking for an earthly reward or a reward from your Father in 
heaven? Jesus is motivating us and calling us to live for his kingdom, trusting in God’s blessing, 
even if nobody on earth takes notice.  
 I know it can be easy to spot hypocrisy everywhere. You are going to find it in the world. And 
you are going to find it among Christians. And don’t be naive, it will even pop up in your own heart. The 
only place you won’t find hypocrisy is with Jesus. So start with Jesus. See how he cared for the needy in 
secret. See how he cared for you on the cross. See how he moves you to the same. Amen.  


