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Victory started in 2006. I remember that because that was the same year that I was starting seminary in 
Milwaukee. The founding pastor, Ben Kuerth, is a friend of mine. I was excited to hear about the mission 
of this church. Pastor Ben said that this church was going to reach people that nobody is reaching.  

It’s been 13 years since Victory started. And our mission has not changed. That’s what this sermon series 
Welcome to Victory is all about. In this sermon series through the book of Acts we are discussing our 
mission and core values as a church. We have updated some of the language. But for the most part our 
mission and core values are the same that they have always been.  

So far in this sermon series we have looked at our mission statement: Reaching today’s people with 
Christ’s victory. And we have looked at our core values of Welcoming, Joyful, and today I’ll talk about 
our core value: Connected, in other words we are trying to be relevant, to connect with our culture and 
our community.  

As you look at our mission statement and core values you will see that not much has changed in 13 
years. We have the same vision and the same core values. So what has changed over the past 13 years? 

Quite a bit actually. Consider this. Victory started in 2006, one year before the iPhone, Facebook, and 
Twitter. In 2007, Steve Jobs launched the iPhone, Facebook left college campuses, and Twitter became 
it’s own company. Do you think the iPhone, Facebook, and Twitter have had an impact on our 
community?  

Those are huge changes, but our church has adapted. We connect with our community through 
technology and all these social media platforms.  

But there is one change that has had an even bigger effect on the Christian Church. And if we really want 
to live out our core value of being connected with our community, we must be aware of this 
monumental shift in our culture. It’s called: The rise of the “nones”. There has been a dramatic rise in 
people who claim no religious affiliation whatsoever. These people are not Lutheran or Catholic or 
Baptist or Christian or Muslim or Buddhist or even Atheist. These people claim no religious bone in their 
body.  

According to Pew Research studies, when Victory started 35% of the population claimed no religious 
affiliation. Only 7 years later that number was up to 57%.  

I imagine many of us are shocked by those numbers. We know our society is changing, but we don’t 
realize how fast is changing.  There is probably a reason for that. Many of us grew up in some type of 
Christian setting. And we have generations of friends and family members who are Christians. And so 
this huge “none” demographic is not even on our radar.  

But if we want to hold on to our core value of being a connected church, then we need to connect with 
this huge demographic. We need to connect with those who actually live in our communities.  



But how do we do that? Let’s go to the book of Acts to find out.  

One of the main characters in the book of Acts is the Apostle Peter. Peter was one of the leading 
followers of Jesus and one of the main leaders in the early Christian church. In the beginning of the book 
of Acts, Jesus gives Peter, along with the rest of the disciples, their mission. He says they are to be 
witnesses to the ends of the earth.  

Peter doesn’t seem to understand the full extent of Jesus’ mission. Because he spends most of his time 
reaching fellow Jews who look like him and grew up like him. Even when he converts a large number of 
people at the harvest festival of Pentecost, we find out that those were Jews who came from every 
nation under heaven. So there was this whole demographic of people, non-Jews, called Gentiles, that 
were not even on Peter’s radar.  

But then we get to Acts 10 and God opens Peter’s eyes. Peter is in the city of Joppa. He is hungry and 
while he is waiting for the afternoon meal to be prepared, he goes up on the roof of the home to pray. 
While he is praying, he sees this strange vision of a sheet of all kinds of animals. Then a voice told him, 
“Get up, Peter. Kill and eat.” “Surely not, Lord!” Peter replied. “I have never eaten anything impure or 
unclean.” (Acts 10:13-14) 

What’s this all about? Well, Jews followed ceremonial food laws that you can read about in Leviticus 11. 
Today, they are called “eating Kosher”. You might see the Kosher label still in grocery stores today. 
These laws gave direction about what a Jew could eat or couldn’t eat. Some food was called “clean” or 
pure and some food was called “unclean” or impure.  

Why did God give the Jews these dietary laws? Basically, God used everything, even food, to teach his 
people spiritual truths. God wanted to teach Israel that God is holy, pure and clean and that all humans 
were by nature impure, unholy, and unclean. God was choosing the Jews to bring a Savior into the 
world. So he wanted this nation to be separate from the world for a time. One meaning of the word 
“holy” is to be separate. So even the Jews dietary laws made them separate, holy, from the rest of the 
world for a time.   

These laws were good teaching tools to prepare the Jews to get ready for Jesus. But once Jesus came, 
these dietary and kosher laws were no longer needed. Jesus had come. God had fulfilled his purpose for 
the Jews. They didn’t need to be separate anymore. Jesus had made the whole world pure, holy and 
clean through his perfect sacrifice. But Peter still didn’t understand that yet. 

 That’s why Jesus tells Peter in this vision: “Do not call anything impure that God has made clean.” 
(Acts 10:15) In other words, you don’t need to follow all the kosher laws anymore. God has made all 
foods clean in Christ.  

But God wasn’t just concerned about Peter’s diet. And that’s why after Peter had this vision a group of 
non-kosher, unclean Gentiles knock on his door. They say they are from a Roman soldier named 
Cornelius. The Holy Spirit tells Peter to go with these men. So Peter goes to the house of this Roman 
Centurion named Cornelius.  

As Peter enters the home, he starts to understand the vision that God gave him.  God has not only made 
all foods clean, he has made all people clean in Christ. Peter could eat non-kosher foods and he could 
associate with non-Kosher people. That’s why Peter says to the Roman centurion, “You are well aware 



that it is against our law for a Jew to associate with or visit a Gentile. But God has shown me that I 
should not call anyone impure or unclean.” (Acts 10:28) Peter’s eyes are starting to open to the mission 
of the church. He is starting to see things differently. He is starting to see that Jesus lived, died, and rose 
to be the Savior of all people, not just the Savior of the Jews.  

So he asks Cornelius, the centurion, why did you send for me? Cornelius explains that he has been 
having visions from God as well. God told Cornelius to reach out to Peter. Peter can’t believe it. He can’t 
believe that God was at work among these Gentiles to save them from sin, just as he was at work with 
the Jews.  

So Peter comes to this conclusion, “I now realize how true it is that God does not show favoritism but 
accepts from every nation the one who fears him and does what is right.” (Acts 10:34-35).Peter starts 
to understand that God loves Cornelius and his family as much as he loves Peter. So Peter preaches the 
Gospel to him. He speaks in language that Cornelius would understand, and he tells him about Jesus life, 
death, and resurrection. Cornelius is filled with the Holy Spirit. He believes that Jesus forgave him. And 
he asks to be baptized. And his whole family becomes Christians that day.  

This was a brand-new idea for, Peter, one of Jesus’ closest followers. God does not show favoritism. God 
does not want us to be separated from the world. This was a huge shift in mission for the Jews.  And it 
might be a big shift for us as well. Sure we might have heard that God loves all people. We know that 
God has a bigger vision for his church. But we don’t always act like this is true. So, here is what God 
wants us to know.  

1. God has no favorites.  God doesn’t prefer a certain race, a certain club, group, or neighborhood. He 
doesn’t prefer you over your atheist neighbor. He has no favorites. You are no better than anyone else. 
Nor is anyone else better than you.  

God has no favorites. There is no real difference before God. All of us are deserving of God’s wrath, but 
Jesus has died for all sins. His grace is the great equalizer. It’s kind of like what happens to our 
neighborhoods in winter. In the summer, each house looks different. Some people’s lawn is perfectly cut 
and trimmed. All the weeds have been pulled. And the flowers are perfectly placed by the front door. 
Some other people have lawns that are overgrown and filled with weeds. There are no flowers and no 
landscaping. But when it snows, both yards look the same, covered in the winter white blanket.  

You and I are just as in need of God’s grace as anyone else. And here is the good news, the Bible says, 
“Though your sins have made you as red as scarlet, you will be as white as snow.” God wants you to 
know and believe that you are loved and forgiven by God.  

Now you know that, but does the people in your community know that? God wants us to connect with 
those in our community who don’t know him.  That’s our second fill in the blank: 

2. Connect with your actual community.  

A large percentage of our community no longer goes to church. And, according to the latest statistics, a 
large percentage of our community no longer believes in Jesus as their Savior. If they reject that love 
they will go to hell. They will spend eternity outside the loving presence of God. So, how are we going to 
connect with our actual community? 



I had a seminary professor who tried to teach us how to connect with our community. And he did it in a 
very strange and memorable way. Every time we walked into class, there was a picture from the movie 
the Sixth Sense on the screen. Have any of you seen that movie? It came out in 1999. The movie was 
about a boy who could see dead people. Only he could see them and it was scaring him. So he goes to 
this counselor, played by Bruce Willis. He says to his counselor, “I can see dead people.” It became a 
classic line. And every time we came into that seminary classroom there would be that meme for the 
movie Sixth Sense on the screen of the boy saying, “I see dead people.” Then our professor would tell us 
a story about how he saw and connected with the spiritually dead in the community.  

I know this is a strange way to get the point across, but it worked. In fact, there is a line from the movie 
that real puts this all together. The boy, Cole Sears, tells his counselor, “I see dead people, walking 
around like regular people. They don’t see each other. They only see what they want to see. They 
don’t know they are dead…I think they want me to help them.” 

This is what God is trying to teach Peter. This is what my professor was trying to teach me. This is what I 
hope we put in to practice. That you can I could say, “I see spiritually dead people, walking around like 
regular people. They don’t see each other. They only see what they want to see. They don’t know 
they are spiritually dead…I think God wants me to help them.” 

So, how do we do that in a very practical way? 

1. Ask God to open your eyes to see spiritually dead people. 

Jesus saw that we were spiritually dead so he came for us to bring us new life. Jesus saw us. We are 
called to see others.  

2. Be open to the prompting of the Holy Spirit.  

The Holy Spirit prompted Peter, the Holy Spirit prompted Cornelius, maybe the Holy Spirit is prompting 
you to connect with someone today. 

3. Connect with your community in your own way. 

Peter was a preacher. So, he preached to Cornelius. Some of you are talkers, so talk to the people in 
your community. Some of you are gift givers, so give gifts to people in your community. Some of you are 
more introverted. Maybe you are writers, so write a note to a person in your community. Some of your 
are kind and encouraging. So, be a shoulder for someone to cry on.  

This is what it means to be a part of Victory. Since the very beginning our church has tried to reach 
today’s people. Our church values being welcoming and joyful. We have tried to be connected to our 
community. But our community is changing. Let’s make the necessary changes to connect them to Jesus. 
Amen.  

Prayer: Holy Spirit, open our eyes to see the people you love. Jesus Christ, open our hearts to care for the 
people you have rescued. Heavenly Father, give us the gifts to serve our entire community with your love.   

 

  


