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Isaiah 42:1-7 – Hope Is Coming – Pastor Bill Limmer 

I hope you had a fantastic Thanksgiving. I hope you braved the crowds over the last couple of days for 
shopping that your shopping was a success and that your financial situation is still solvent. As we turn 
the calendar to December we find ourselves in the season of hope.  When I was a little kid, I can’t tell 
you how badly I hoped or a white Christmas year after year. That whole Bing Crosby “Dreaming of a 
White Christmas”… that was me. The issue: I lived in the desert southwest. That is probably where the 
phrase “snowball’s chance in _____”… well, anyway. I remember one Christmas Eve, I was shooting 
hoops in our driveway with shorts and a T-shirt on. It was in the low 70’s. If you would have come to me 
on the day and told me that we would have a white Christmas, I probably would have asked you what is 
in your eggnog.  But . . . overnight a storm system came through and we woke up to about 6 inches of 
snow! 

What are you hoping for this Christmas? A white Christmas, some clothes, maybe a shirt or sweater, 
Christmas dress, some jewelry, a camera, computer, big screen tv, a fit bit, an Alexa or maybe even a big 
green egg. (pic on screen) Just trying to make it easy for the family. Whatever it is, I want you to know it 
is okay to have Hope! In fact, today we are beginning a new series that will take us through the end of 
the year called Hope.  

(Hebrews 11:1) Faith is being sure of what we HOPE for, and certain of what we do not see. Let’s be 
real. We all struggle with hope because we are afraid to get our hopes up too high. One of the things 
that threatens our hope is our external circumstances. Do you ever put your hope in circumstances? 

Putting our hope in circumstances is a dangerous thing because: 1. our circumstances are always 
changing in life. 2. Not only are our circumstances always changing in life, but we have a terrible time 
interpreting circumstances in our life. When things get tough, anxiety fills our hearts, and we are not 
sure we can have hope in a loving God because this circumstance looks hopeless.  

Here is an example from day-to-day family life. I am sure that if you were to ask my children on certain 
occasions in their life like right before most school years, “Does your dad love you?” They would have 
said, “No. He is making me go to the doctor and get shots.” But as adults, most of us would think of that 
as proof of my love, right?  

I think most of us can find an event in our lives that seemed terrible at the time and we saw no way out. 
But here we are today. And if you evaluated God’s love to you when it seemed bad, you would have said 
“God doesn’t love me.” Here is what so frequently happens if God doesn’t seem to do what we think he 
ought to do: we put a wet blanket on hope and put our faith at risk. 

Another way we struggle with circumstantial faith is: 3. We think that God is supposed to work on our 
timetable. “We hope he does. If he cares, he will” we tell ourselves. We want God to work in hours or 
minutes, certainly not in days, weeks, months or years. Sometimes, we are so patient with God, we will 
even give him like two days to accomplish what we want. But if God doesn’t work on our timetable we 
have issues. But God is always working out way more things than we know, and so sometimes it takes 
calendar years and even longer. 

Have you been putting your hope in circumstances? 



Are there circumstances from the past that are trying to rob you of hope? Words that you spoke, 
relationships that you had, attitudes that you expressed, a decision that you made? What circumstances 
are leading you to worry now? The pressure of the next thing? The pressure of expectations because 
you don’t want to disappoint yourself or others? The diagnosis? The relationship with your spouse, your 
child, your parent, your friend, your work? Finances?  For so many of you, I know this is such a tough 
season in life. My heart breaks for you.  

My heart not only breaks for you, but I have good news for you. The foundation of Christian hope is not 
my experience or me being able to make sense of some circumstance. Let’s go back to the book of Isaiah 
and see that we can have hope even when we can’t see because our hope is not based on circumstances 
but on God.  The setting of the book of Isaiah is that the people of God have been conquered or will be 
shortly by their enemies. The enemy soldier tsunami has destroyed their homes, left them without jobs. 
They are hungry, their entire wardrobe consists of the clothes they are presently wearing. There is 
devastation all around. But into that horrific setting comes the message: Hope is coming!  

Here is the prophecy. (Isaiah 42:1-7) “Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen one in whom I 
delight; I will put my Spirit on him, and he will bring justice to the nations. The one who is coming who 
is going to bring hope is God’s servant. Not some weak, sometime inept servant. But a servant who 
comes with the Spirit and with almighty power.  2 He will not shout or cry out, or raise his voice in the 
streets. This one with power like none other isn’t brash or harsh. He isn’t a bull in a china shop. He isn’t 
a bully in cyberspace, the hallway, the playground, the workplace, or in the home. 3 A bruised reed he 
will not break, and a smoldering wick he will not snuff out. Those that limp, whether that is physically, 
mentally, emotionally or spiritually, financially, and in any other way from the cracks in our character, 
dreams dashed, to things that distorts us… He welcomes and accepts us.  

He comes to the anxious, the worry, the brittle, the battered, the confused, the hurting, He sees how 
feeble we will, how quick to worry, to be anxious. With outstretched arms and a tender demeanor and 
voice, he tells with compassion, “it’s okay to not be okay.” In faithfulness he will bring forth justice;4  he 
will not falter or be discouraged till he establishes justice on earth. In his teaching the islands will put 
their hope.” This servant of God is faithful, not faith part time, faith most of the time, but full of nothing 
but faithfulness. He comes with the determination of love that has no bounds. He brings respect for the 
disrespected and help for the weak and fallen.  

5 This is what God the LORD says— the Creator of the heavens, who stretches them out, who spreads 
out the earth with all that springs from it, who gives breath to its people, and life to those who walk 
on it: 6 “I, the LORD, have called you in righteousness; I will take hold of your hand. I will keep you and 
will make you to be a covenant for the people and a light for the Gentiles, 7 to open eyes that are 
blind, to free captives from prison and to release from the dungeon those who sit in darkness. The one 
who brings hope is a light for all who live in the darkness of hopelessness, unbelief, and sin. This light 
opens our eyes to the reality of God and who he is. This light shines on the forgiveness of God. Hebrews 
8:12 For I will forgive their wickedness and will remember their sins no more.  The light shine on the 
covenant of God. 

Covenants are like business deals. You would expect them to be written down by an attorney on 
letterhead and notarized. And yet here God says that my servant will be the covenant. The covenant will 
not be made by a piece of paper but by flesh, bones, and soul of God’s own Son. You can maybe think of 
it this way.  Years ago, when the Vikings invaded Britain, they did not have enough soldiers to occupy 



the land they had taken. And so rebellion could certainly be expected. So the Viking told the British lords 
with a sword by their throats to keep the peace and knock down any rebellion. As you could well 
imagine the British lords were much like small children: “Oh, we will behave.” But as soon as the Vikings 
would leave the British lords would begin the overthrow of the new kingdom. Well the Vikings knew 
that kind of thing would happen. To ensure peace, the Vikings took one of the sons of each British lords 
hostage so that if the lord rebelled the son would be the first casualty. The covenant between the 
Vikings and British was not written on paper; it was embodied in the flesh and blood of a son. 

God wants peace with us. But we aren’t very good at keeping our words or following through with our 
actions let alone our heart. We are good at not keeping our word, doing the exact opposite of what we 
said, and of horrifying thought. So God made, Jesus, the flesh and blood covenant who has paid for 
some, no, for most, no, for all of our sins of rebellion including the sins of circumstantial faith through 
Jesus who lived and died and rose obediently in faith in God to bring us hope that is greater than our 
circumstances. God brings the highway of Hope right through the middle of the Cul-de-Sac of 
hopelessness.  

Our Hope in Christ is trusting that God is greater than our circumstances. We can raise a hallelujah that 
is greater than the unbelief that our circumstances want us to have. No circumstance can separate you 
from the love God. (Romans 8:35-39) Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or 
hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? 36 As it is written: “For your sake 
we face death all day long; we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.”  37 No, in all these things we 
are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38 For I am convinced that neither death nor life, 
neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, 39 neither height nor 
depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in 
Christ Jesus our Lord. 

When we look at our circumstances instead of Jesus, our eyes are on the lies instead of the prize.  Hope 
in Christ is a living hope. It is in the person of God, not in the shifting sand of circumstance.  

Because our hope is in Christ, we can worship even in the middle of the most difficult times. And when 
we worship, we shift our eyes from the problem to the problem solver. We can worship God even in the 
middle of terrible times because God is greater than our circumstances. Because our hope is in Christ, 
we can pray in every situation; we don’t have to get stuck on the treadmill of anxiety. And as we give 
our circumstances to God, the peace of God which surpasses all understanding will guard our hearts and 
minds through faith in Christ Jesus! 

Hope isn’t a feeling. It is a person. It is not just a person. It is God. Because your hope is in Christ, you 
can know that Hope is coming! You can have hope in Jesus because he sees, listens, heals, soothes, 
nourishes, forgives, redeems, knows, cares, restores, renews, refines, delivers, loves, works in all things. 

Jesus has covered our past and is with us in the present but before we go today, I want to ask you, 
“what is stressing you about your future?” Worry can paralyze us, and short circuit our hope.  So Jesus 
has a warning and a promise for us in John 16:33 “In this world you will have trouble” – the warning 
there will be some big, ugly things out there. There are things around the corner. You can believe Jesus 
about that. But that is not the end. He doesn’t say, “in this world you will have trouble so I’m out. Good 
luck.” No, he says, in this world you will trouble but take heart. I have overcome the world. Jesus has 
seen and overcome every trouble, every problem because Jesus is outside of time. God knows exactly 



what is in the future. As Jesus is speaking these words, he knows that he is going to go to the cross, he 
knows that he is going to die, he knows that he is going to rise from the dead. He has done it yet but he 
knows that he will. God knows the pain and adversity that is coming in your life, yet God says take heart. 
I have overcome all of this.  

Think of it this way: some of you will be out shopping for a children’s gift. And you will see a puzzle box 
that says, “50 piece puzzle.” If you can trust the puzzle maker to make sure every piece is in the box to 
complete the puzzle, you can trust in God who has not only made but redeemed you. You see our hope 
is not in a white Christmas, or in circumstances but in Christ, who is coming.  

 


