
Victory of the Lamb – Ash Wednesday 2020 – Isaiah 53:5-6 

“The Cross – Purpose, Satisfaction, Love” - Pastor Bill Limmer 

Are you afraid of anything? When I was in grade school, I was so terrified of our principal. I saw him 
walking in the hallway or walk into the cafeteria, I was filled with terror. Let alone if he knocked on our 
classroom door and walked in. Yikes. All of this even though, and I know this hard for some of you to 
imagine, I was a well-behaved kid, at least at school.  

2,000 years ago, the cross was not a piece of jewelry. People didn’t decorate their homes with crosses 
on the wall. It was a symbol of unspeakable terror. I’m told 30,000 people, just about the population of 
Franklin, 30,000 people is the average number of people the Romans killed each year by crucifixion. 
There were crosses over the place. The cross brought extreme terror to those under Roman rule 2,000 
years ago, even if they didn’t do anything wrong. The cross was the terrible means of Rome executing its 
wrath upon its worst offenders. 

The holy and innocent Jesus was counted as among Rome’s worst offenders. His death was real, and it 
was horrifically painful. He was an object of wrath. But not just of Roman and Jewish wrath; in fact, not 
primarily of Roman and Jewish wrath Jesus was primarily the object of his Father’s wrath — the most 
just, righteous, and terrible wrath there is. And he became that object willingly. It’s the very reason he 
came.  

For This Purpose, He Came 

Jesus knew all along why he came. About 1,500 years before he came, the children of Israel on their 
journey to the Promised Land grumbled and complained about life; they were impatient, grumbled 
about the food, and everything about God. So God sent venomous snakes among them. But he also told 
Moses to make a bronze snake and put it up on a pole. Then anyone who was bitten by a snake could 
look at the snake on the pole and be saved. Jesus knew that he was going to be lifted up on a pole 
because of our sin and our rebellion yet anyone who looks on him in faith is saved.  

Jesus knew all that was coming. Luke 9: 18 Once when Jesus was praying in private and his disciples 
were with him, he asked them, “Who do the crowds say I am?” 19 They replied, “Some say John the 
Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, that one of the prophets of long ago has come back to life.” 
20 “But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?” Peter answered, “God’s Messiah.” 21 Jesus 
strictly warned them not to tell this to anyone. 22 And he said, “The Son of Man must suffer many 
things and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests and the teachers of the law, and he must be 
killed and on the third day be raised to life.” 

Oh, Jesus knew why he had come and what lay ahead. John 12:27 Now my soul is troubled, and what 
shall I say? ‘Father, save me from this hour’? No, it was for this very reason I came to this hour. 

He had come: 1. To glorify his Father’s name, 2. To destroy the works of the devil, 3. To demonstrate his 
love for all sinful people, 4. To seek and save the lost. 5. To serve and give his life as a ransom, 6. To take 
away the sins of the world. But all this was more than a to do list, a check list, it was a way of life. It was 
a way of death. It was the way of salvation. It was the way of satisfying God’s wrath over sin. 



Satisfaction 

And this is how he would satisfy God’s wrath and fulfill God’s justice so that we could be the recipient of 
grace and mercy. Isaiah 53: Surely he took up our pain and bore our suffering, yet we considered him 
punished by God, stricken by him, and afflicted. 5 But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was 
crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was on him, and by his wounds we 
are healed. 6 We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to our own way; and the LORD 
has laid on him the iniquity of us all. 

My principal was not perfect. But he did a great job running the school and leading teachers and 
students. My fearful impressions were completely misguided. He was only there for my good.  

Jesus was absolutely perfect and he came to satisfy God’s wrath. That’s what the cross was all about. 2 
Corinthians 5:21.  God made him who had no sin to be sin[a] for us, so that in him we might become the 
righteousness of God.  

Love 
 
Two thousand years ago, no one would have ever dreamed a Roman cross, a symbol of the greatest 
terror, would become a symbol of the greatest love and grace ever expressed?  No one would have ever 
dreamed that that the horror and brutality of the cross would highlight amazing love, amazing grace. No 
one would have ever fathomed that justice and mercy would meet at the cross where Jesus love ran 
red? Jesus, absorbed the Father’s wrath against our sin and satisfied it in full,(1 John 2:2)  He is the 
atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of the whole world. 
 
And because of this good news as we too can take up our own cross and follow Jesus. We can drown our 
old sinful nature in daily contrition and repentance. And as we confess our sins, we can confess that 
Jesus is greater than our sins, that Jesus has set us free from sin, set us free to live for him, free to live 
with him for eternity.  

Prayer 

Till on that cross as Jesus died, 
The wrath of God was satisfied; 
For ev’ry sin on him was laid — 
Here in the death of Christ I live.  
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