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It has been said: imitation is the greatest form of flattery. It is common for a small child to imitate or 
want to do what his or her mom or dad does. A parent is baking cookies, and the small child wants to 
bake cookies.  The little girl wants her hair done like mom’s. The child wants to play with a golf club 
since dad has one. Our children often say and do the things we say and do. I know a bunch of you 
parents have your little mini me’s (you’s)! And for those of us who are Christian’s we want to do what 
Jesus does.   
 
In our series Path to Victory, we are looking at the ingredients of the Christian Church, we are really 
looking at the characteristics and practices of Jesus. Jesus gathered for worship, Jesus had a group, Jesus 
spent time with God alone and Jesus came into the world to seek and save the lost, and Jesus gave. We 
want to imitate these things because this is what Jesus did and we look up to him and love him. 
 
Our foundational passage for the Christian church is found in Acts 2. Acts 2:44,45 All the believers were 
together and had everything in common. 45 They sold property and possessions to give to anyone who 
had need. They were generous.  One of the characteristics of God that we are to imitate is the 
characteristics of giving, because God is most giving and generous one of all. If you are not a Christian or 
if you are new to Christianity, I don’t want you to give, no guilt trips, no expectations but I do ask that 
you begin to think about what life would look like in the area of generosity if you tried to be a devoted 
follower.   
 
2 Corinthians 9:6-9 Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever 
sows generously will also reap generously. 7 Each of you should give what you have decided in your 
heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 8 And God is able to 
bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in 
every good work. 9 As it is written: “They have freely scattered their gifts to the poor; their 
righteousness endures forever.” The first part of a generous life is knowing the principle of sowing and 
reaping. 2 Corinthians 9:6 Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows 
generously will also reap generously. On the northwest corner of our property is a small soybean field. 
And when I say small it is probably 2 acres. I am told that one 50-pound bag of seed contains about 140K 
seeds and will plant about an acre. So imagine the farmer comes to plant and he has his 2 bags of seed 
(about 280,000 seeds) to cover the 2 acres but before he starts to plant, he thinks to himself, I don’t 
want to use all the seed. I think I will plant like half a bag. It would be crazy for the farmer to think he 
could plant a half of bag of seed on this two-acre plot and then have a big harvest. It just doesn’t work 
that way.  
 
This principle of sowing and reaping applies to every area of our life. Whatever you sow in life is what 
you are going to reap. If you sow anger, you are going to reap anger from others. You sow criticism you 
are going to reap criticism. If you sow kindness, you are going to reap kindness. If you sow tomatoes, 
you don’t strawberries, you get tomatoes. At a recent wedding the bride’s father, I will call him Brian 
because that is his name. Brian used a piggy bank for an illustration and he told the couple, what you 
put in is what you will get out. If you sow with generosity you will reap generosity. The principle of 
sowing and reaping. 
 
Our sinful nature has a problem with the principle.  Our sinful nature often reveals itself through a 
scarcity mindset, the fear of not having enough. I can’t afford to. I wish I could. There isn’t enough. We 



can never get ahead. We need to be taught generosity because our sinful nature wants us to get instead 
of give. Many of us have negative based budgets because we think we have to have more than we can 
afford. God supplies and the first thing we do is go and feed our Amazon addiction. Others lived on a 
zero-based budget which is great except that in many cases generosity is the last item thought about 
instead of the first action item. As trained consumers we spend first and give last if anything is leftover.  
 
The next step principle in leading a generous life is generosity is a heart issue. 2 Corinthians 9:7 Each of 
you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for 
God loves a cheerful giver. Giving is a heart issue. God reveals his heart to us this way. John 3:16 God so 
loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but 
have eternal life. God’s image is one of generosity. God gives because God is love. James 1:17 says, 
Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of heavenly lights. God is 
giving to us. Heart and hand diagram. He is pouring it down on us in joy. God is the most generous one 
of all. So he is pouring it down blessing on us in love and when we receive it in our hearts with gratitude 
and not entitlement we are blown away and this gives glory to God. The motivation for giving starts with 
God’s generosity to us.  From the very beginning God loves us and is making stuff to give to us. 
 
Where your treasure is, there your heart will also be. Our bank statements will tell us what we love. For 
example: my bank statement says, “I love Jacky.” I mean it says, “I really love Jacky.” And it is a really 
good thing that Jacky really loves me because I just got in trouble big time. What you give to, you end up 
loving and what you end up loving you end up giving to. You are free to give to anyone or anything. 
What or who do you love? It is really a matter of your heart. When we give we are imitating Jesus. Jesus 
said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’ ” Acts 20:35 That’s God! 
 
We can get cheerfully and lovingly because God is able to keep supplying our need.  Paul the writer says 
it this way: And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all times, having all that 
you need, you will abound in every good work. Right after we are told that God loves a cheerful giver. 
Paul gives us the antidote to scarcity thinking and living. He says, God is able.  I’m not able but God is 
able. God knows how to give and give big. When we give, we are letting our heart and our mind know 
that God is able to do a lot more than just enough.  
 
God is able is another principle of life. What are you worried about? God is able! What are you losing 
sleep over? God is able! What are you anxious about? God is able! What are you afraid of? God is able! 
What are you stressed about? God is able! When you look at your bank account, God is able! When we 
cheerfully give we are letting our heart and our mind know God is able and is able to do a lot more than 
just enough. 
 
Three times after we learn God is able the word ALL is used. All things, all time, all that you need. And 
then to add the cherry on top – Every time. All is included in All. This verse means that God is going to 
help you with everything you need. While he is doing that he is going to help you abound in every good 
work.  Abound means generous. Not just enough but abound –We give and God goes a step farther and 
multiplies. God has not spent one single second of eternity with a scarcity mindset.  
 
Let me share with you a true story. I will change the names to keep it anonymous. Kelly shared with her 
study group that she heard a message about the power of God to multiply what you give. And she really 
wanted to give. But like so many people today, she was living paycheck to paycheck and with the grab 
instead of give discipline. But now she really wanted to give an offering. She looked in her checking 
account and found a total of $5.35. She thought I will write a check for $5 and give that. Then she 



thought that was too much. That’s too close to the edge. But she said, I want to give something. So she 
wrote a check for $1. As she put the $1 check in the offering basket, she told her study group, she was 
so embarrassed, but she went ahead and put the check in the basket.  And she prayed, “God multiply 
this.” After the study group a couple came up to her and said. “We don’t know even why but we have 
been praying about this for a while. And we just feel like now is the time we are supposed to give you 
this.” And they gave her envelope with a $1k check inside. God is able!  
 
God is able. Generosity is not about giving out of an obligation or with an agenda, it is not a smart ROI 
move, it is not self-discipline, it is not a mantra that we say over and over again, it is all about the spirit 
of God working in us. God is able. 
 
So here are our takeaway and guidance for being like God and leading a generous life. 1. The principle of 
sowing and reaping. It is just there. You can plant a few seeds and wonder why there isn’t a big harvest. 
Or you can plant a lot of seeds and expect a harvest. 2. The principle of generosity is a heart issue. 
Consider how God has blessed you. It is clear God loves you. You give to who or what you love. Your 
giving is between you and God. You will give to what you love. 3. The principle of God is able. You don’t 
have to hold on tight, keep your hands in your pocket, have a clinched fist. We all have something today 
that we didn’t think about 5 years ago. God says I will supply. You give and God multiplies.. Money will 
not keep you safe and content. Don’t let money/food/stuff/ replace me. Malachi 3:10 says, 10 Bring the 
whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in this,” says the LORD 
Almighty, “and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing 
that there will not be room enough to store it. 
 
Let’s get hyper practical here. I know that finances can be tough. I want to help you and me be 
generous. And that is why we are going to offer FPU for a second time this year beginning at the end of 
this month. The class size is going to be limited to 12 families so that we can have great teaching. And 
like the first time we offered the class this year, it will be free. So look for that coming up next week. A  
starting point may mean we need to work on a budget. And budgets on Excel spreadsheets work great 
on your computer screen but in real life it is much more difficult. It takes a while to get a budget really 
working so be patient with yourself. Here is the key for a generous budget. First determine the 
percentage you are going to give that reflects your love for God based on his love for you. Then you give 
to yourself – that is savings. And then you live on the rest. Use your money or it will use you. For some 
of us right now we can give a $1 offering like Kelly. If that is you, know that God loves a cheerful giver. 
For some of you this may mean that you are going to look at what you are giving to God and say that 
doesn’t accurately reflect my love for God. And you begin a plan to increase your generosity.  
 
Keep in mind when you give your offering, it’s not for me, it’s not for God, he actually owns it all, it’s for 
you and it is for leading others to salvation. It is for the greatest cause ever by far. I think. I think you and 
I are going to excel in the grace of generosity, not because of our own will power or determination but 
because of God’s gracious generosity in us. Because God is able! 


