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Sermon Bumper 

Raise your hand if you prefer to sit at the adult table instead of the kids table? Raise your hand if you like 

white meat better than dark. White. Molded cranberries rather than natural berries. Mashed potatoes  

rather than yams. There are a whole of vegetable options and a whole lot of pie options so let’s just go 

this way. Do you prefer pie rather than vegetables? Yay Pie!       For a lot of people Thanksgiving is one 

of their favorite holidays. There is football, food, family, and free for all shopping or it used to be like 

that.  

This year is different. For many of us our traditions are interrupted. There are tough times all around. A 

first grader announces to his mom and dad with tears in his eyes, “I am sad. And I don’t know why.” 

Mom knows why, he misses his friends. He is depressed. Many of our seniors are huddled inside their 

homes and it has nothing to do with the weather. There are serious chronic health issues, families 

battling addictions, battles with bruised and broken relationships. Unemployment checks are still 

undelivered for some. Wildfires, hurricanes. Some families are preparing for one of the most difficult 

times of all, a funeral, and now Covid restrictions. For some Covid is nothing more than a light cold but 

for others it is hospitalization and even death. And so The pandemic has affected us all. Even though a 

vaccine is on the way, we are told the worst is yet to come. It is definitely a different this year.  

The prophet Habakkuk, who lived about 700 years before Jesus knew all about tough times. His country 

had gone into disarray. There were injustices all over the place, many have replaced God with wealth or 

entertainment, others made God a convenience tool instead of someone to be worshiped, a tradition 

instead of a relationship, and now the enemy army is on the brink of invasion, and God has declared the 

country will be overtaken for a time. Habakkuk knew all about tough times but he also knew how to give 

thanks to God in tough times. Tonight, we are going to see: how can you give thanks in tough times? 

Here is what he says in Habakkuk 3:17-19. Though the fig tree does not bud and there are no grapes on 
the vines, though the olive crop fails and the fields produce no food, though there are no sheep in the 
pen and no cattle in the stalls, 18 yet I will rejoice in the LORD, I will be joyful in God my Savior. 19 The 
Sovereign LORD is my strength; So what he is saying is even though the grocery store shelves are empty, 
even though no trucks are on the road to fill the grocery stores back up, even though I can work but 
there is no work, even though my normal day to day routine is gone, yet I will rejoice in the Lord. And for 
the record the word rejoice means to jump for joy. So this wasn’t, I know I should be thankful. I know I 
should be joyful. This was an inner attitude that revealed itself in outward physical expression. Like 
when your favorite football team scores the winning touchdown on a last second play – you don’t go I 
know I should be happy. You jump for joy. 

How does Habakkuk rejoice and give thanks in the tough times? We are going to look at some Psalms 

that predate him so he would be familiar with them Psalm 145:3 Great is the LORD and most worthy of 

praise; his greatness no one can fathom. The God he worships is not so puny, weak, get pushed around 

by some bully in the universe. This is the God who holds the whole world in his hands. The God who says 

to the wind and the wave to be still. And they obey in an instant. This is God who says to the stars 

“shine,” and they shine. Psalm 97:12b praise his holy name. He praises God who is holy, that is without 

sin. God is never going to do anything to meabrass you because he has no sin with which to mebarass 

you by.  Psalm 7:17 (NET – New English Translation)  I will thank the LORD for his justice; God is just. He 



makes no error in judgment. He considers the plight of everyone. He shows no favoritism. His ways are 

always right. Psalm 118:1 Tell the LORD how thankful you are, because he is kind and always merciful. I 

did some checking on this word always and what it really means is always. God is always merciful, even 

though I have blown it time and again and you have been blown it time again. God is always merciful. 

God is not inconsistent in his mercy. Inconsistency brings insecurity. God is always merciful. He always 

welcomes us home. Psalm 107:8a Let them give thanks to the LORD for his unfailing love. He can rejoice 

because heaven and earth may fail but God and his love will never fail. Psalm 100:5 For the Lord is good 

and his love endures forever; his faithfulness continues through all generations. The Lord is good. He 

knows how to give good gifts. In fact, everything that you have that is good is from God who is good. 

Good gifts, good weather, good looks. In fact any good in the world is because God is good. He gives 

thank because even though life isn’t always good, God is always good!  

How can you give thanks in tough times? A) Remember who God is. 

God is a great, holy, just, good, always merciful full of unfailing love God. But there is more:  

Psalm 148:15 Let them praise the name of the LORD, for at his command they were created. You can 

give thanks because this God who is great, holy, just, good, merciful and whose love never fails created 

you. He knit you together in your mother’s womb and he knows the very hairs of his head – some of you 

are more challenging to God in this than I am – just saying.  And this God who created you is always with 

you. It’s not like he created you and checked out. He is a very personal God.. Psalm 118:21 I will give 

you thanks, for you answered me; God answers all your prayers. He may or may not answer them the 

way you want him to or in the time frame that you want him to, but he is so invested in you that he 

answers all your prayers in the best possible way. Psalm 1119:105 Your word is a lamp for my feet, a 

light on my path. God guides you in matters of character and heart. God is concerned about where you 

work but he is a whole lot more concerned about how you work. Psalm 9:14 rejoice in your salvation. 

God saves you. These are tough times but this isn’t all there is. This may be all there is for the here and 

now but there is eternity around the corner. In the hardships of today, you have to remind yourself that 

this is not your final destination, but a time of preparation for your final destination. Here is why it is not 

your final destination. Because Jesus came and died for you. Colossians 2:13-14 When you were dead in 

your sins and in the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made you[a] alive with Christ. He forgave us all 

our sins, 14 having canceled the charge of our legal indebtedness, which stood against us and 

condemned us; he has taken it away, nailing it to the cross. Can you imagine if you just received a 

phonoe notification before you walked into tonight that said your credit card debt, student loans, 

mortgage, vacations for the rest of your life, food for the rest of your life is all paid for in full would be 

grateful, you would jump for joy. This is what Jesus did for you, he tears up your spiritual bill and nails it 

to the cross. Forgiveness and salvation are free for you and me but they cost Jesus his life.  

How can you give thanks in tough times?  A) Remember Who God is. B) Remember what God has 

done for you.  

Guess what? Just like a typical thanksgiving meal there is more. There are thousands of promises in the 

Bible to help us through tough times: Romans 8:18, I consider that our present sufferings are not worth 

comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us. Romans 8:35-39 Who shall separate us from the 

love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? 
36 As it is written: “For your sake we face death all day long; we are considered as sheep to be 

slaughtered.”[j] 37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38 For 
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I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the 

future, nor any powers, 39 neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 

separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. God’s promise to you is no matter 

what, no matter what it looks like, no matter what you feel like, no matter what someone else tells you, 

no matter what lies Satan tells you, nothing will be able to separate you from the love of God. That is 

one of those promises.  

For some Thanksgiving is one of their favorite holidays. Thanksgiving is the holiday that will transcend 
our time here on earth. Everyday in heaven will be a Thanksgiving celebration. Revelation 7:11-12 All 
the angels were standing around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures. They 
fell down on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, 12 saying: “Amen! Praise and glory and 
wisdom and THANKS and honor and power and strength be to our God for ever and ever. Amen!” 

How can you give thanks in tough times?  The same way Habakkuk did. Remember who God is. 

Remember what God has done. Remember God’s promises.  

How can you give thanks this year? 

Show and Tell: Thanksgiving actually started a long time ago. Long before the pilgrims ever came to the 
new world. Deuteronomy 16:10 Then celebrate the Festival of Weeks to the LORD your God by giving a 
freewill offering in proportion to the blessings the LORD your God has given you. You can show your 
thanks, your love, is with a gift. A Free will offering not a compulsion or guilt offering. But freewill. The 
entire offerings that you give today and tomorrow, whether online or in person, will go to three 
different groups we want to support in our community. The Guest House, New Beginnings. The 
Lighthouse. You will soon see a video of these three ministries in our offering time. Not only is the entire 
offering going to be giving to these three groups but the Leadership Team has released Linked funds to 
match your gifts up to a total of 5K. So have fun giving and know that through your gifts others will give 
thanks to God too! 

And another way to give thanks TELL: Is 12:4 Give praise to the LORD, proclaim his name; make known 

among the nations what he has done, If something good happens to you, you want to pass it on. If I had 

the cure for cancer, the cure for AIDS and I didn’t tell anyone. What would you think of me? You would 

think rightfully so that I am a monster.  If I knew the key to save billions of people and didn’t tell anyone 

about it, oh my, I don’t know what to say – that is beyond horrible. We have something better than the 

cure for cancer, AIDS, Covid and any other disease or virus that might pop up in the future. You know 

how a person can have there every sin forgiven, how they can have purpose for living and meaning, and 

go to heaven. No one else offers that. One of the ways we show our gratitude to God is by telling others 

how God’s story and your story intersected at the cross and their story too. Tomorrow begins the 

Christmas season. It is the most likely time when people are willing to hear about Jesus. And more so 

this year than in a lot of years. So here is our plan: Screen shot: Christmas at Victory page. The plan is to 

have multiple Christmas service options for you, your family and friends, our community, in person and 

on line and on demand! So I encourage you join me in give thanks by telling others about Jesus, by 

inviting them to worship in person or online. Let’s start the holiday season off by giving thanks through 

showing and telling who God is, what he has done for you and for what he has promised you.  


