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Victory of the Lamb // January 17, 2021 // Pastor Ben Sadler 
Series: Renewed // Theme: Forgiveness over revenge 

 

21 Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, “Lord, how many times shall I forgive my brother or sister who 
sins against me? Up to seven times?” 
22 Jesus answered, “I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times. 
23 “Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to settle accounts with his 
servants. 24 As he began the settlement, a man who owed him ten thousand bags of gold was brought 
to him. 25 Since he was not able to pay, the master ordered that he and his wife and his children and 
all that he had be sold to repay the debt. 
26 “At this the servant fell on his knees before him. ‘Be patient with me,’ he begged, ‘and I will pay 
back everything.’ 27 The servant’s master took pity on him, canceled the debt and let him go. 
28 “But when that servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred 
silver coins. He grabbed him and began to choke him. ‘Pay back what you owe me!’ he demanded. 
29 “His fellow servant fell to his knees and begged him, ‘Be patient with me, and I will pay it back.’ 
30 “But he refused. Instead, he went off and had the man thrown into prison until he could pay the 
debt. 31 When the other servants saw what had happened, they were outraged and went and told 
their master everything that had happened. 
32 “Then the master called the servant in. ‘You wicked servant,’ he said, ‘I canceled all that debt of 
yours because you begged me to. 33 Shouldn’t you have had mercy on your fellow servant just as I had 
on you?’ 34 In anger his master handed him over to the jailers to be tortured, until he should pay back 
all he owed. 
35 “This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you unless you forgive your brother or sister from 
your heart.” 
 

Have you been praying the Lord’s Prayer more recently? Two weeks ago, I preached a sermon on 
worship over worry. And I said that one of the best ways to worship and seek God’s kingdom is to pray 
the Lord’s prayer often throughout the day. I pray that some of you have taken up that practice. And I 
pray that it has been a blessing to you.  

I continue to make it my practice to pray the Lord’s Prayer throughout the day. But there is one line in 
the prayer that continues to trip me up. Jesus taught us to pray “Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 
who sin against us.” I don’t like how Jesus worded that part. I’ve looked at other translations and they 
all say basically the same thing. The old version of the Lord’s prayer said the same thing. And I’ve even 
looked at the Greek. And that’s what the original says too. There is no way around it.  

You see, I would have preferred that Jesus told us to pray, “Forgive us our sins and help us to forgive 
others.” But that is not what it says. Jesus is telling us to pray that God should forgive us in the same way 
that we forgive others. We are asking God to treat us as we treat others. I don’t like that. So why does 
Jesus do that? Why does Jesus want us to pray in a way that we are held accountable for how we forgive 
others? 

We are continuing our sermon series Renewed. Today I’ll be focusing on the theme “forgiveness over 
revenge”. The question I want to answer today is Why is forgiveness so important? Why is Jesus so set 
on us forgiving others?  
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To answer that question, we are going to look at our reading from Matthew 18:21-35. Now the whole 
chapter is a comprehensive lecture from Jesus on the subject of sin, repentance, and forgiveness. I 
wanted to preach on the whole chapter because it is important to understand the many facets to 
forgiveness. But we don’t have time to go through them all.  

But I do need to at least explain a little of the context that leads up to our section. Before Jesus teaches 
on forgiveness he says, “If your brother or sister sins, go and point out their fault, just between the 
two of you. If they listen to you, you have won them over.” (Matthew 18:15) If someone is caught in a 
sin, according to Jesus, the loving thing to do would be to confront them. If they listen, repent and ask 
for forgiveness, that’s great! You have won them back over. That is the goal.  

But that is not what always happens. Jesus goes on to say that if they don’t listen, then you should take 
two others with you and confront them. If they don’t listen to others, take the matter to the church. And 
if they don’t listen to the church then you should treat them as a pagan or a tax collector. In other 
words, you should separate yourself from that person. If the person will not repent, the loving thing to 
do is leave.  

It is important for me to explain that before I teach on forgiveness. I’ve been a pastor for over ten years 
now. And one scenario that I have seen played out over and over again, is the perpetrators, narcissist, 
and manipulators use Jesus’ teaching on forgiveness as a license and an excuse to keep living in sin and 
keep hurting people. Jesus says that if you are caught in a situation with a person who is unrepentant, 
someone who is hurting you, don’t deal with this person on your own. Get help from others. Get help 
especially from the church. And if that person will not repent and fully change their ways, the loving 
thing to do is separate from them, or as Jesus says, “treat them as a pagan or a tax collector.” 

Now we can turn to our text on forgiveness. You see Peter hears Jesus say, “If your brother or 
sister sins, go and point out their fault, just between the two of you. If they listen to you, you have won 
them over.” And Peter is wondering, “How many times should I go through this process of forgiving a 
repentant sinner?” So Peter asks Jesus: “Lord, how many times shall I forgive my brother or sister who 
sins against me? Up to seven times?” (Matthew 18:21) 

Peter wonders how important this process is. Peter is married. He’s probably wondering how many 
times do I need to forgive my wife. Peter is hanging out with the disciples and they are always getting in 
disagreements. And he’s wondering how many times do I need to forgive these guys when they sin 
against me? Seven is pretty generous. Is that enough? 

22 Jesus answered, “I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times. (Matthew 18:22) 

In other words, there is no limit to how many times we say, “I’m sorry” and the other person says, “I 
forgive you.” But why? Why do we need to go to such great lengths to forgive others? Jesus tells a story 
to explain his point.  

He says the kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to settle accounts with his servants. There was 
one servant that owed him 10,000 talents, which is equal to 1,000 years of work. And because this 
servant was not able to pay, the king decided to sell this man, his wife, and his children into slavery so 
that they could work off their debt.  
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But this servant came before the king. He fell at his feet, and pleaded, “Be patient with me, and I will 
pay you everything.” (Matthew 18:26) The king had compassion on the man. Literally, the Greek says 
“splagknistheis” it’s a word that means that he felt deep love and mercy for this man in his gut. And 
because of this deep compassion he released the man from the slavery of debt and let him and his 
family go free.  

Now this servant is walking out of the presence of the king. You can imagine him stepping out of the 
king’s palace and he bumps into a fellow servant who owes him a hundred denarii, which is 100 days 
wages. It is not 1000 years of work, but 100 days of work is still a legitimate debt. This servant who has 
just come from the gracious presence of the king, grabs his fellow servant by the throat and demands, 
“Pay me back everything you owe me.” 

This fellow servant, falls to the floor and pleads, “Be patient with me, and I will pay you everything.” 
(Matthew 18:29) And we are waiting for this servant to have “splagknistheis”. We are waiting for him to 
show the same compassion. But he never does. He throws his fellow servant into prison, where he will 
never be able to pay off the debt. He shows him no mercy.  

Word gets back to the king and he calls his servant into his presence. He says, “‘You wicked servant,’ he 
said, ‘I canceled all that debt of yours because you begged me to. Shouldn’t you have had mercy on your 
fellow servant just as I had on you?’  In anger his master handed him over to the jailers to be tortured, 
until he should pay back all he owed.” 

The king called the servant wicked because he had forgotten that he just left the kings presence. He had 
forgotten the grace and mercy that he had just experienced. He didn’t really appreciate the gift that he 
had been given.  

Jesus then explains the meaning of this parable: “This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you 
unless you forgive your brother or sister from your heart.” (Matthew 18:35) Jesus says that if someone 
comes to you with a repentant and contrite heart and pleads for you for your forgiveness. And if you 
don’t forgive them from the heart, then the Father won’t forgive you.  

But why? Why must we forgive those who come to us in repentance?  

Why is forgiveness so important? Our forgiveness reveals our faith.  

If we are not willing to forgive those who repent, then we have forgotten that we have just left the 
throne room of God. We have just experienced the compassion of God. We have seen the payment that 
he gave for our sins. We have forgotten that Jesus has released us from ten thousand years in hell to be 
with him forever in the world to come.  

On the other hand, every time we forgive we are testifying to the gospel. We are telling the person that 
hurt us that we believe in Jesus. We believe in a God who pays for sins. We are believing in the truth of 
God’s kingdom of grace.  

This is not easy. In fact, we can’t do this on our own. I’ve told you the story of Corrie Ten Boom in the 
past. She is that Dutch Christian woman who hid Jews during the Nazi occupation in Denmark. She was 
sent to a concentration camp. She survived, but her sister Betsie and the rest of her family died. When 
the war was over, Corrie traveled the world, speaking at churches talking about the healing power of 
forgiveness over revenge. She was even asked to speak in a church in Germany. And in that 
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congregation was one of the S.S. soldiers who tortured her. Listen to her talk about difficult it was to 
forgive and yet how important it was that she went through this process: 

“It was at a church service in Munich that I saw him, a former S.S. man who had stood guard at the 
shower room door in the processing center at Ravensbruck. He was the first of our actual jailers that I 
had seen since that time. And suddenly it was all there – the roomful of mocking men, the heaps of 
clothing, Betsie's pain-blanched face. 

He came up to me as the church was emptying, beaming and bowing. “How grateful I am for your 
message, Fraulein.” He said. “To think that, as you say, He has washed my sins away!” His hand was 
thrust out to shake mine. And I, who had preached so often to the people in Bloemendaal the need to 
forgive, kept my hand at my side. 

Even as the angry, vengeful thoughts boiled through me, I saw the sin of them. Jesus Christ had died for 
this man; was I going to ask for more? Lord Jesus, I prayed, forgive me and help me to forgive him. I tried 
to smile, I struggles to raise my hand. I could not. I felt nothing, not the slightest spark of warmth or 
charity. And so again I breathed a silent prayer. Jesus, I prayed, I cannot forgive him. Give me Your 
forgiveness. 

As I took his hand the most incredible thing happened. From my shoulder along my arm and through my 
hand a current seemed to pass from me to him, while into my heart sprang a love for this stranger that 
almost overwhelmed me. And so I discovered that it is not on our forgiveness any more than on our 
goodness that the world's healing hinges, but on His. When He tells us to love our enemies, He gives, 
along with the command, the love itself.” 

As Corrie says, Jesus wants us to forgive those who come to us in repentance. But sometimes it feels 
impossible. And yet God can do this good work in us. So that what Jesus wants us to do: 

So here’s what God wants us to do: Practice forgiveness.  And here is how you can do it on a daily basis 
not just 7 times but 77 times if need be: Practice saying, “I forgive you.” I think I might have told you this 
story, but during my internship year, my pastor told me that when we let each other down and we 
apologized, we would not say things like “It’s ok” or “don’t worry about it” or “No problem”. When we 
apologized, we would respond to each other, “I forgive you.”  

I remember the first time this happened. I was late for a meeting and I said to Pastor Strutz, “I’m sorry I 
was late.” And he replied, “I forgive you.” And first I was a little put off by his reply. I remember thinking, 
“Hey it’s really no big deal. I wasn’t that late. We didn’t even start.” But after this happened a few times, 
I found it very comforting. I had done something wrong. And it was a big deal. It was wrong. But because 
Nate had forgiven me in Jesus’ name, I knew it was over. I knew he would not bring it up again. I knew 
we could move on.  

So could I encourage you to practice confessing your sins to one another and practice forgiving each 
other? Let’s try it one time to see if we even can say the words. Turn to the person next to you and say, 
“I’m sorry.” Then the other person say, “I forgive you.” See you can say it.  

This is powerful. Every time you say those words, “I forgive you” you are not just saying we are ok. You 
are not just preserving your relationship. You are testifying to the Gospel. You are declaring what you 
believe about Jesus and God’s forgiveness.  
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When we practice forgiveness like this we will not get tripped up when we pray the Lord’s prayer. When 
we say “Forgiveness our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.” We will see forgiveness not as a 
burden but as an opportunity to preach the gospel to our hearts. So let’s forgive one another because 
forgiveness comes from God and brings us to God. Amen.  


