
1 
 

Victory of the Lamb // January 31, 2021 // Pastor Ben Sadler 
Sermon series: Renewed // Theme: Prayer over priorities 

Sermon text: James 5:13-20 ESV 
 

13 Is anyone among you suffering? Let him pray. Is anyone cheerful? Let him sing praise. 14 Is anyone 
among you sick? Let him call for the elders of the church, and let them pray over him, anointing him 
with oil in the name of the Lord. 15 And the prayer of faith will save the one who is sick, and the Lord 
will raise him up. And if he has committed sins, he will be forgiven. 16 Therefore, confess your sins to 
one another and pray for one another, that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous person has 
great power as it is working. 17 Elijah was a man with a nature like ours, and he prayed fervently that it 
might not rain, and for three years and six months it did not rain on the earth. 18 Then he prayed 
again, and heaven gave rain, and the earth bore its fruit. 

19 My brothers, if anyone among you wanders from the truth and someone brings him back, 20 let him 
know that whoever brings back a sinner from his wandering will save his soul from death and will 
cover a multitude of sins. (James 5:13-20 ESV) 

It happened again the other day. I sat down with a hot plate of food in front of me, and I started to 
gobble it up as if someone was going to steal it from me. And I didn’t even think about praying and 
thanking God for this meal.  

I wish it was only at mealtimes that I skipped the opportunity to pray. I find myself not always praying 
when I wake up or when I go to bed. I don’t always pray during challenging times. Sure, I read my Bible, 
attend worship, give and offering and do all the things that Christians do, but I don’t always pray.  

How about you? Do you skip the mealtime prayer? Or more seriously, do you find yourself praying as a 
last resort? Why don’t we pray first? 

I don’t think it is a timing issue. It’s doesn’t take long. I don’t think we lack the words. We are just talking 
to God. I think the main reason that we don’t pray first is we don't trust that God will listen and act. We 
don't think our prayers matter or will change anything.  

We are continuing our sermon series called Renewed and today we're going to focus on the idea of 
prayer over priorities. And the question I want to answer today is Why pray?  

And to answer this question, we are going to the letter up James that he wrote to Jewish Christians. 
James was Jesus's half-brother. At one time, he didn’t believe that Jesus was the Messiah, the Son of 
God. But after Jesus’ resurrection he became a believer and a zealous follower of Jesus. As we look at 
the last paragraphs of his letter, we will find out that James is a challenger. He is like that coach or 
teacher that really pushes you. They told you hard things you didn't want to hear. And maybe they 
spoke in ways that you did not appreciate the time. That's what James is like. He speaks strongly and he 
challenges his readers to live up to what they believe.  

This section from James’ letter is all about prayer and this is what he says.  

 Is anyone among you suffering? Let him pray. Is anyone cheerful? Let him sing praise. (James 5:13) 



2 
 

James is challenging us to pray. He wants us to pray to the Lord constantly and consistently. Pray in the 
morning and in the evening. Before and after we eat. In good times and in bad period and suffering and 
rejoicing. In other words, James warns us to make prayer a priority.  

He goes on: 14 Is anyone among you sick? Let him call for the elders of the church, and let them pray 
over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord. (James 5:14) 

If someone is sick, James says that we should call the elders of the church together and pray over that 
person and anoint that person with oil. We actually did this in my first congregation. There was a dear 
woman in our congregation name Luci. We actually called her Tía Luci, because she was like the Puerto 
Rican aunt to our children.  She was going into surgery the next day because of a brain aneurysm and 
they were going to put in a stint. After the worship service we invited her to sit at the front of the 
church. Then we all gathered around her to pray. One by one we dipped our fingers in oil and anointed 
Lucy as we prayed over her. We prayed with confidence in the name of the Lord that God would heal 
her and save her.  

Guess what? It worked! We experienced what James says. James says, And the prayer of faith will save 
the one who is sick, and the Lord will raise him up. (James 5:15) That was our experience. Luci went 
into surgery the next day and she survived the surgery even though she had a very bad heart condition. 
And the likelihood that she would have survived was very low.  

I think we've seen the power of prayer here at this congregation as well. Do you know the story of the 
founding pastor and his daughter Sophie? It was right around the time of launching Victory. Pastor Ben 
was preparing for the first official church service at Victory. His wife Sarah went into labor. And while 
she was delivering the baby, her uterus ruptured. Baby Sophie was without oxygen for several minutes. 
The doctors told Pastor Ben that it was very unlikely that this child was going to survive and if possibly 
she did survive, she would have severe health issues. Pastor Ben prayed and his whole family prayed and 
many of you prayed. And baby Sophie was born with no health conditions at all. The doctor himself who 
didn't seem to be a believer called it nothing short of miraculous. 

Or maybe the story of Jackson Poulos. Many of you have supported Jackson as he went through his 
cancer treatment. They did an extreme surgery on him. Many of you prayed and supported the family. 
Miraculously, Jackson is a healthy boy among us today.  

But I think James’ point is clear. Why pray? Because Prayer is powerful. 

But we also know that things don't always turn out that way. There's been other times when we have 
prayed fervently in the name of the Lord and the person never recovered. I think about the story of 
Leora Pflueghoeft. She was a member of my previous congregation. Her heart valve was going bad and, 
although she was an older woman, the doctor still planned on putting in a stint for her because she was 
the main caretaker of her husband. We prayed fervently in the name of the Lord to protect her through 
the surgery. But her body was not able to handle the surgery and she died right after surgery.  

Even with the story of Luci, yes she did survive the initial surgery to repair her aneurysm. But she only 
survived for another week or so. And I got a phone call from her daughter that she had died in her sleep.  

And we all have our own stories of how the people that we prayed for fervently did not recover did not 
heal. And so we wonder: if prayer is so powerful, why does it not seem to work sometimes?  
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Well maybe we need to look again at the words of James and see what he says about real healing.  

15 And the prayer of faith will save the one who is sick, and the Lord will raise him up. James says that 
when we gather around the person and anoint them with oil and pray over them that God Doesn't just 
want to heal the person physically, but God wants to save the person eternally by raising them up on 
the Last Day. See God is not content to just heal us temporarily so that we die again. Jesus wants to heal 
us eternally by raising us up when he returns.   

And that’s why James goes on to say, And if he has committed sins, he will be forgiven. That is the 
healing that God really wants to offer. He wants to forgive our sins. And very often people are open to 
God’s love and forgiveness when they are sick or weak. Sickness has a way to reminding us that we are 
mortal and it has a way of waking up our conscience, reminding us that we will all die one day and face 
God’s judgment. So when a person is sick they often ask for prayers of healing. But they also often ask 
for prayers of forgiveness and eternal peace.  

That's why James sums up everything he has to say on prayer with these words, 16 Therefore, confess 
your sins to one another and pray for one another, that you may be healed. When we are sick, God is 
calling us not just to pray for health but also for faith in God’s forgiveness so that we would be truly 
healed.  

So according to James, God wants us to: Pray confidently for healing. Pray that God would heal our 
bodies and souls. pray that God would heal us physically and spiritually. pray that God would heal our 
hearts. 

Why pray so boldly and confidently for this kind of eternal healing? Because James tells us The prayer of 
a righteous person has great power as it is working. Prayer is powerful. When you pray, you're calling 
upon the eternal God that uses all things to change people's eternal destination. When you pray God 
might do a miracle and heal someone physically. And even better, when you pray God wants to heal the 
person eternally so that they will be raised up on the Last Day. Your prayers have great power both now 
and for eternity.  

But still maybe you aren't convinced. Still you might be wondering: who am I that God will listen to me? 
Who am I That God would use my prayers to change somebody's eternal destination? Who am I that God 
would use me to raise someone up on the last day? If that's how you feel James has more encouraging 
words for you: 17 Elijah was a man with a nature like ours, and he prayed fervently that it might not 
rain, and for three years and six months it did not rain on the earth. 18 Then he prayed again, and 
heaven gave rain, and the earth bore its fruit. Do you know the stories of Elijah from the Old 
Testament? He seems to be the Jedi of the Bible. He was able to do all these incredible miracles. And yet 
we see a very human side to Elijah. He fell into depression and despair. He worried and doubted. James 
reminds us that he had a nature like ours and he was not that different from us. And yet when he 
prayed God acted. And the same is true for us. When we pray, God responds and acts even if we don't 
always see the immediate effects.  

So what if we did this as a congregation? What if we used every ailment that's going on in our world as 
an opportunity not just to pray for physical healing but in more importantly to pray for eternal spiritual 
healing. Right now, it seems like a lot of people are hurting. Many people are sad and depressed. We 
had hoped that with the starting a new year, maybe we would have seen progress in the pandemic.    
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I know more and more people who have COVID or are sick in other ways. This is really hard. But it is also 
an opportunity for service and prayer. Did you know that one of our life groups led by Tim and Pat 
Johnson have put together many COVID care packages? These COVID care packages are supposed to be 
a way of encouraging those who been diagnosed with COVID or deal with any kind of sickness or 
ailment. They have made this care packages available for anyone who needs one.  

What if we all got together and each of us delivered one of these care packages to someone that we 
knew who was sick or depressed or ailing? What if we delivered the care package and asked if we could 
pray with this person? And what if we would pray not just for the healing of their bodies but also for the 
healing of their hearts? What could I do with such a prayer?  

Well James ends this section by telling us what God could do if we all would pray like this  19 My 
brothers, if anyone among you wanders from the truth and someone brings him back, 20 let him know 
that whoever brings back a sinner from his wandering will save his soul from death and will cover a 
multitude of sins. 

If we would deliver these care packages and pray with and for those who have wandered away God 
would use our prayers and save souls from death and cover over a multitude of sins with his grace in his 
love. Sickness gives us an opportunity to pray, to pray for physical healing, but even more, to pray for 
eternal healing of the heart.  

That's what happened to Luci. After Luci’s successful surgery, I went to visit her in the hospital. And we 
laughed and we cried because that's what I always did when I was around Luci. We laughed and cried 
about how God had been using everything to get her attention. You see, Luci had suffered a great deal 
of abuse. And Luci's life was filled with sin and regret. And yet this sickness and surgery opened her 
heart to receive the good news of Jesus. And so I reminded her again that in the name of Jesus, she was 
a forgiven loved child of God. I hugged her and walked out of the room and that was the last time I saw 
Luci. Later that week, the Lord called Luci to his side. And so I look forward to the day when the good 
Lord will fulfill his promise to raise her and all those who believe in his name. I look forward to the day 
when he will raise up this world and make it new and heal every hurt in the world to come.  

So pray. Pray confidently and continuously in the name of Jesus because your prayers matter. Your 
prayers are powerful and effective. Your prayers heal hearts for eternity. Amen.  

  


