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Today we are wrapping up our Renewed Series. It is a series that has enabled us to live differently on the 
inside and the outside, as we have moved to Worship Over Worry and we saw that the Lord’s Prayer is 
also the Kingdom Prayer – a prayer for any occasion. In week two it was faith in God over faith in our 
feelings as we discovered we saw often make our circumstances so big and God so small when the 
reality is just the opposite, we learned that while sometimes we might not feel forgiven our feelings 
don’t negate the fact that Jesus died and paid for our sins on the cross. In week three we talked about 
forgiveness over revenge. Then we were challenged to spend five minutes a day with God and speak his 
truth over our lives so that we don’t have to run around trying to prove ourselves with the end result 
being rest over exhaustion. Then we saw the power of prayer in our lives. And today, Valentine’s Day, 
we are looking for God to lead us to live his way, namely– Love over Hate. 
 
True story. Gene is African American and when he moved from Arizona to his new house in the 
Midwest, his neighbor flew a confederate flag proudly. One evening when Gene was out painting had an 
encounter with his neighbor. With his shirt off and a beer in hand, John, his neighbor made it clear that 
he didn’t want blacks coming in and messing up the neighborhood. Wow! Welcome to the 
neighborhood.  

God says in his word: 1 John 3:15 Anyone who hates a brother or sister is a murderer, And not only are 
there hateful actions but there are hateful thoughts. So hate not only has an outwardly version but hate 
also distorts our hearts, our thoughts. People hate for all kinds of reasons: on the basis of socio-
economic standing, intelligence, athletic abilities, nationalities, lifestyles, hobbies. Maybe it is the person 
who was taking their sweet time driving and they made the light, but you didn’t. Maybe it is the person 
who bullied you in school. Maybe it was your parents, who from at least your perspective tried to 
control you. Is it a former girlfriend or boyfriend, a former spouse who broke your heart and abused 
your trust? Is it an ethnic group whether that is here in the United States or overseas? Is it a co-worker 
who is making your life miserable or taking credit for the hard work you are doing? The neighbor with 
the loud music, the trashed yard? This is what hate looks like. 

All of us have people in our lives that we struggle to get along with. And because of that we are content 
to stay away from them or put them low on our priority list. We don’t have time or patience for that. 
Afterall, they are so annoying or whatever it is that they are so at.  This is what hate looks like.  

Are you in conflict with anyone right now? Do you hate anyone, I mean anyone, right now?  

Our culture also has difficulty with disapproval being equated with hate. As in, if I disapprove of what 
you are doing or your choices, I am a hater. Maybe that person hates me but I simply disapprove of 
things. When Jacky’s son, rightfully got in trouble in high school, I didn’t hate him. I did not approve of 
what he did but it never entered my mind to hate him. I can assure you I loved him.  

You have your own struggles with hate, and so do I. But hate is not OK. God is not the God of hate. He is 
the God of love. In fact, God is love. He is the author of love and we were made to love.  



Jesus has this unique and amazing perspective on how we are to engage our enemies. Matthew 5:43-47 
“You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor[a] and hate your enemy.’ By the way: Nowhere in 
the OT was there a code that said “hate your enemy.” So this teaching must have morphed out of the 
first century version of the cancel culture. You know where there is no room for repentance or 
forgiveness. Jesus goes on:  44 But I tell you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 
45 that you may be children of your Father in heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the 
good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous. 46 If you love those who love you, what 
reward will you get? Are not even the tax collectors doing that? 47 And if you greet only your own 
people, what are you doing more than others? Do not even pagans do that?  

Luke 6:27-36 expands on this and says Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, 28 bless 
those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you. 29 If someone slaps you on one cheek, turn to 
them the other also. If someone takes your coat, do not withhold your shirt from them. 30 Give to 
everyone who asks you, and if anyone takes what belongs to you, do not demand it back. 31 Do to 
others as you would have them do to you. 

32 “If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? Even sinners love those who love them. 
33 And if you do good to those who are good to you, what credit is that to you? Even sinners do that. 
34 And if you lend to those from whom you expect repayment, what credit is that to you? Even sinners 
lend to sinners, expecting to be repaid in full. 35 But love your enemies, do good to them, and lend to 
them without expecting to get anything back. Then your reward will be great, and you will be children 
of the Most High, because he is kind to the ungrateful and wicked. 36 Be merciful, just as your Father is 
merciful. 

Did you see the difference between love and hate? Hate is about me, love is about the other person. Dr. 
King understood that when he said:  "Darkness cannot drive out darkness, only light can do that. Hate 
cannot drive out hate, only love can do that."  

Who are you struggling to stop hating right now? Who are you saying I could never forgive, never love 
that person? Well, you are right.  You never could, but God has. And God can move in and through you 
to love even that person..  

The greatest expression of love is Jesus willingly giving up his life for us. Our sin is our hate for God. 
Romans 5:8 But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for 
us. Love is about the other person.  The crucifixion was not about Jesus at all. It was about his love for 
you and me and for all. Jesus took our place even though we were his enemies. He stepped and paid the 
price for us. Jesus said, of the Romans soldiers and you and me: Father forgive them for they do not 
know what they are doing. John 15:13 Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s 
friends. The cross of Jesus shows us the power and depth of love. It shows God loving his enemies. It 
shows God pouring out his love on his enemies one drip of blood at a time. Love costs. Love isn’t always 
easy. Love overcomes hate. Love over Hate. This is what love looks like.  

Picture in your mind a pitcher of dirty water representing hateful sin. Now picture God’s love pouring 
through a faucet into that dirty pitcher of water until all the hate is gone and the pitcher just 
overflowing with pure water, pure love.  It is God’s love that renews us. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+5%3A43-48&version=NIV#fen-NIV-23278a


It is God’s love that enables us to love others. You can’t legislate love you can only give it once you have 
received it from God. We can only really love because God first loved us. 

Who is your enemy and how are you going to love them? 

Remember Gene and his neighbor John? John, his neighbor made it clear that he didn’t want blacks 
coming in and messing up the neighborhood. Gene responded that he and his family were looking for 
good neighbors too. And that he hoped they would good neighbors. Gene was always friendly to his 
neighbor but there was never really any response. Gene and his family planted a garden and there was 
plenty of vegetable to go around so they took some to their neighbor, but the gift was rejected. After a 
few months Gene had noticed he had seen his neighbor’s wife in a long time. He went over and he 
asked if she was ok. The neighbor was taken by surprise and a part of the wall was removed. In time the 
two ended up doing some mutual property line work. A couple years later John came and helped Gene 
put on a screen door. They have now purchased some gravel together to decorate their lawns. And John 
has offered his help on any number of occasions. They are becoming good neighbors. John still flies his 
flag and Gene is still black but John has seen Gene desires the same things he does and shows him the 
love of Christ. No mandate, no legislation. Just Christian love, one person and one circumstance at a 
time.  

Sometimes we come up with excuses not to love. But here is a picture of two little girls with an actual 
physical barrier between them yet they are demonstrating their love for each other. You know that is 
what God does for us to, right. He uses his hands to hold our enemy hands because he loves us. The only 
question I have for you, since God is holding your hand, who are you going to hold with your other hand. 
God’s love renews us so that we can love over hate!  

Take home assignment: It is hard to cast stones when you are washing feet. How are you going to open 
your hands and hearts to your enemy?   

And this is how we will close. Who is that person that is hard for you to love. Got their name. I want you 
to pray for that person right now. Pray not that God would change them but pray that God would bless 
them. You are up.   

And that is an example of love over hate. 

 


