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Who is Jesus? – Matthew 21:1-11 Pastor Bill Limmer 

A little over a week ago, I posted a question on FB, who is Jesus? I received quite a few comments, 
including one that said, “I am surprised you don’t know.” But in all seriousness, let’s say you are sitting 
in your fold up lawn chair on the sidelines of a soccer game and fellow soccer parent, grandparent, 
comes to you and asks, “Who is Jesus?” What do you say? 

Today we are beginning a Holy Week series Who is Jesus? It is actually a question that Jesus asked his 
disciples. He asked in Mark 8:27-29 he asked them, “Who do people say I am?”28 They replied, “Some 
say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets.” 29 “But what about you?” 
he asked. “Who do you say I am?” On this Palm Sunday as we begin the journey of discovery who is 
Jesus. Today we will move from Bethany to Jerusalem. Bethany by the way, means house of affliction, 
brokenness, division, lack of peace. The discovery will take us to an upper room on Thursday, to the 
cross on Good Friday, to an empty tomb on Sunday. In all of this we will discover who is this guy. Who is 
Jesus?  

The original Palm Sunday happened in a time of tremendously conflicting emotions, volatile political and 
societal dynamics matched with corruption and conflict in the religious sphere. You know, a lot like 
today.  

Here is the historical account: Matthew 21:1-10 As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage 
on the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, 2 saying to them, “Go to the village ahead of you, and 
at once you will find a donkey tied there, with her colt by her. Untie them and bring them to me. 3 If 
anyone says anything to you, say that the Lord needs them, and he will send them right away.” 4 This 
took place to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet: 5 “Say to Daughter Zion, ‘See, your king 
comes to you, gentle and riding on a donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.’” 6 The disciples went 
and did as Jesus had instructed them.7 They brought the donkey and the colt and placed their cloaks 
on them for Jesus to sit on. 8 A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, while others cut 
branches from the trees and spread them on the road. 9 The crowds that went ahead of him and those 
that followed shouted, “Hosanna[b] to the Son of David!” “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the 
Lord!”[c] “Hosanna[d] in the highest heaven!” 10 When Jesus entered Jerusalem, the whole city was 
stirred and asked, “Who is this?”  

And there is the question again, “Who is this?” Who is Jesus! Do you have your answer yet? Common 
responses the question of who is Jesus, from yester year include: good teacher, wise man, caring, 
prophet. There was a point in time in history where some tried to deny that there was actually a 
historical Jesus, but actually Jesus is the most attested to person of the ancient world. Today many 
outside of the church think of Jesus as an interesting character, a compassionate soul, a savage for 
bucking the establishment, and for some they have heard of Jesus but they don’t know enough to have 
an opinion let alone faith (like that soccer parent asking you the question), and some have never even 
heard of him.  

Who is this Jesus. 11 The crowds answered, “This is Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth in Galilee.” But he 
was actually more than a prophet. Let’s see. 
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The prophet Zechariah who lived about 500 years before Jesus foretold:  Zechariah 9:9-11 Rejoice 
greatly, Daughter Zion! Shout, Daughter Jerusalem! See, your king comes to you, righteous and 
victorious, lowly and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 10 I will take away the chariots 
from Ephraim and the warhorses from Jerusalem, and the battle bow will be broken. He will proclaim 
peace to the nations. His rule will extend from sea to sea and from the River[b] to the ends of the 
earth. When we connect the dots between what Zechariah says is going to happen with Matthew’s 
eyewitness account of what happened that Jesus is a king. But what kind of king.   

When Jesus rides into Jerusalem fulfilling the prophecy from Zechariah on a donkey, that is where I am 
like, What’s the deal with the donkey? I think most of totally miss all of this. I don’t know about you but 
when I think of donkey, I think of an old volks wagon beat up beetle. I am thinking that a king out to 
becoming into town in a big black, armored, tinted windowed SUV with flashing blue lights. But back in 
the day when a conquering king came into town, if he came in on a big horse, it meant there was a price 
to pay. The war wasn’t over and you were going to pay. Make no mistake about it: Caesar never thought 
of entering Jerusalem on a donkey. Neither did King Herod, not even the Governor Pilate. They were all 
about power and control. When they came into Jerusalem they came in on powerful stallions. But on 
the other hand, when a conquering king came in on a donkey, it meant that he came in peace. 

Let’s dive in a little deeper. The first Palm Sunday was in the month of Nissan, not the car, the month. It 
was the 10t h day of the month, the day when the people of Israel would pick out the Passover lamb for 
their celebration four days later on the 14th of Nissan. Passover was that celebration of the people’s 
freedom from Egypt after the plagues including the death of the firstborn. It was that death of first born 
that really set the people free and brought peace from slavery. And so as we read the historical account 
of Jesus coming into Jerusalem do note that “the Passover lamb of God who takes away the sin of the 
world” is headed into Jerusalem. God’s ne of a kind Son, came to be sacrificed to bring peace. And he 
came in peace, bringing and offering peace to all.  

Since the fall into sin, mankind has never known peace. Peace isn’t the absence of war, like darkness is 
the absence of light. Peace is not that time when the neighbor’s dog finally stops barking. Peace is not 
avoiding an argument with your spouse by avoiding a hot topic. Peace is not found in the stillness of a 
mountain meadows or a warm bubble bath.  No peace treaty has ever kept the peace. This side of 
heaven, warfare is the natural state. Humanity isn’t growing more peaceful—the last century, the 20th, 
was the bloodiest in history. In mankind there is no peace.  The idea of toleration has led to cancellation 
and there is no peace. A first century philosopher (Epictetus) said, while the emperor may give peace 
from war on land and sea, he is unable to give peace from passion, grief and envy. He cannot give 
peace of heart, for which man yearns more than even for outward peace with others. We want peace 
on the inside. Peace from guilt, shame, fear, anxiety, worry, finances and ___________ fill in the blank.  

The human story as told by your story and mine, is a story that is filled with pieces of affliction, 
brokenness, division, and fragmentation. Husbands and wives know how to drop a matter so there is not 
an external blow up, but in reality there are pieces not peace. Spouses also know how to say just the 
right thing to shatter the other and make pieces. Sometimes they hold their tongues and sometimes 
they don’t. Often spouses can’t even agree on how to load the dishwasher or do the wash. Students 
contently work on their project contently. But then they see someone else present and they are in 
pieces, pieces either because mine is worse or mine is better. We are quick to try to justify ourselves by 
pointing at someone else’s brokenness instead of admitting our cracks and having peace within. Just 
because a person doesn’t acknowledge their cracks doesn’t mean they are not there. We just can’t get it 
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right. There is a lack of peace. No matter how hard we try, there are cracks, fragment, pieces, instead of 
peace..  

But we don’t want pieces. We want peace. Peace with others, peace with ourselves, and peace with 
God.. We want peace with God, because when there is not peace with God, there is no peace in the 
soul.  

And this is where Jesus comes into Jerusalem. The name Jerusalem means foundation of peace. When 
Jesus rode into Jerusalem on the back of a donkey, the people laid down their garments and palm 
branches and shouted, “Hosanna!” which means “Save now!” This enthusiastic crowd was excited to 
welcome a king who would overthrow Rome and put an end to the empire’s occupation of Israel and 
bring national peace. 
 
But that was not Jesus’ plan. He had bigger things in store. He was going to bring peace for all time, by  
over-throwing sin and conquering death.. And so, Jesus comes in on a donkey offering peace for all our 
pieces by paying the payment price for the war within and without in full. Remember the 14th day of 
Nissan and unblemished lamb for sacrifice. Jesus is that lamb, not to a fulfill a custom, but to make 
payment for your sin and to bring you Shalom - - peace, harmony, wholeness, completeness, 
prosperity, welfare and tranquility. - peace, harmony, wholeness, completeness, prosperity, welfare 
and tranquility. Before this week is over, we will see through the love of Jesus peace will be extended to 
the notorious criminal Barrabus, peace will be given to the repentant criminal on the cross, and peace 
will be given to you and me. Isaiah 53:5 the punishment that brought us peace was on him. 

Who is Jesus? He is the King of Peace.  

Jesus said in John 14:27 Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world 
gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid. John 16:33 “I have told you these 
things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have 
overcome the world.”  

Is your life full of pieces or are you at peace? Pilate and Herod were face to face with peace but they 
were too busy juggling their pieces that they missed peace. How about you? Are you struggling with 
pieces Kind of like the person stand in the swimming people trying to get wet, when they are already 
wet. You already have peace. Have you surrendered to peace?  

I fight against it sometimes. Trying to gain peace on my own by my actions, thought processes, words. 
Trying to overcome temptation on my own and I wonder why it is so hard. 

We may not see much peace in our lives or in our culture around us. When we look around and things 
are not making since, it is vital to remember that Jesus makes peace out of pieces, that Jesus is the 
source of peace.  Jesus is peace personified. Perfect peace is not so much when we are clinging to Jesus 
but it is to known that Jesus is clinging to us.  

So when that soccer parents asks, “Who is Jesus?” Here is a possible answer: He is my source of peace 
and he can be your as well. Jesus makes everything okay when it is not okay. And when you have peace 
you know what happens? The anxiety moves out of our hearts and praises to God move in. 


