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Victory of the Lamb // Maundy Thursday // April 1, 2021 
Pastor Ben Sadler // John 13:1-17 

 
13 It was just before the Passover Festival. Jesus knew that the hour had come for him to leave this 
world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end. 
2 The evening meal was in progress, and the devil had already prompted Judas, the son of Simon 
Iscariot, to betray Jesus. 3 Jesus knew that the Father had put all things under his power, and that he 
had come from God and was returning to God; 4 so he got up from the meal, took off his outer 
clothing, and wrapped a towel around his waist. 5 After that, he poured water into a basin and began 
to wash his disciples’ feet, drying them with the towel that was wrapped around him. 
6 He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” 
7 Jesus replied, “You do not realize now what I am doing, but later you will understand.” 
8 “No,” said Peter, “you shall never wash my feet.” 
Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no part with me.” 
9 “Then, Lord,” Simon Peter replied, “not just my feet but my hands and my head as well!” 
10 Jesus answered, “Those who have had a bath need only to wash their feet; their whole body is 
clean. And you are clean, though not every one of you.” 11 For he knew who was going to betray 
him, and that was why he said not everyone was clean. 
12 When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and returned to his place. “Do you 
understand what I have done for you?” he asked them. 13 “You call me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and rightly 
so, for that is what I am. 14 Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should 
wash one another’s feet. 15 I have set you an example that you should do as I have done for 
you. 16 Very truly I tell you, no servant is greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the 
one who sent him. 17 Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if you do them. 
 

Do you want to know who had the hardest job this week? It was Kari Nimmer our administrative 
assistant. She was in charge of putting together the seating chart for all the seat reservations. She did 
her best to fit as many people at each service as possible. If you see her, make sure you thank her.  

It was challenging because when we opened up reservations for Holy Week, Easter Sunday filled up right 
away, as you can imagine. Easter is the climax of Christianity. It is the climax of the all the accounts of 
the life of Jesus. It is the high point of the church year. Everything hangs on Easter. And so this is the 
service where everyone comes and invites their family and friends. I was looking at the reservation list 
and we have lots of visitors.  

After Easter filled up, Good Friday filled up as well. Even though we have become quite a secular society, 
most Christians still see the importance of Good Friday. If Jesus didn’t die, then there would be no 
resurrection, no forgiveness of sins, no hope.  

And finally, later on in the week, this service, Maundy Thursday, started to fill up. But as I looked at the 
reservation list, I noticed that we didn’t have any visitors. Everyone who signed up were members of our 
church or people who have been coming to Victory for a while. And that’s okay. That makes sense.  

Most people don’t know what Maundy Thursday is all about. They might wonder what is “Monday 
Thursday” any way? Is it Monday or Thursday? Well, as you probably know, Maundy Thursday is the 
night that Jesus gathered with his disciples to celebrate the Passover. It is called Maundy from the Latin 
word “command”. It is the night that Jesus gave the great commands to “take and eat” and “take and 
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drink” as he instituted the Lord’s Supper. It is also the night he gave the great command to Love one 
another.  

It makes sense that we would have more experienced Christians at this service. It makes sense that 
basically only church members would come to this service. That is what it was like at the first Maundy 
Thursday. This was an intimate meeting with Jesus and his disciples.  

And so I have a unique opportunity to talk to some of the most mature, experienced Christians in our 
church. I know many of you grew up in Christian. I also know that many of you didn’t. I know many of 
you have been reading the Bible with me on the YouVersion Bible app this year. Many of you are in Life 
Groups and mentoring groups. This is a lot of Biblical knowledge and experience in this room. So here is 
the question I want to answer this evening: 

What are we going to do with all our Biblical knowledge and experience? 

To answer that question, let’s go to the upper room where Jesus is meeting with his 12 disciples in this 
intimate, exclusive gathering. One of the disciples named John gives us an eyewitness account of what 
happened. He says, 13 It was just before the Passover Festival. Jesus knew that the hour had come for 
him to leave this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved 
them to the end. 2 The evening meal was in progress, and the devil had already prompted Judas, the 
son of Simon Iscariot, to betray Jesus. 3 Jesus knew that the Father had put all things under his 
power, and that he had come from God and was returning to God; 4 so… 

Jesus is celebrating the Passover with his disciples. For over 1400 years, the Israelites had been 
celebrating. It was a memorial meal where they remembered and celebrated how God rescued their 
nation from Egyptian slavery by the blood of a lamb. Jesus knew that the Passover meal didn’t just point 
back to God’s great rescue out of Egyptian slavery, but it also pointed ahead to what the Father would 
do through Jesus Christ. Jesus would be the real Passover Lamb who would rescue the people from the 
slavery of sin, death, and the devil.  But that meant that Jesus would soon be sacrificed on the cross. 
John says that Jesus was going to love his disciples to the end, even to death.  

Jesus was aware that the Father was in the process of putting all kingdoms of the world and all things of 
this earth under his control. That soon he would die, be raised, ascend to the Father and rule at his right 
hand over all of creation.  

Because Jesus was going to take up his place as ruler over the world, his relationship with the disciples 
was going to be different. He would not be walking with them and discipling them in the same way as 
before because he was going to the Father.  

So, this would be the last time he would be their teacher. And with his last lesson, he wanted to teach 
some of the most important lessons about being his disciple. Have you ever been around a teacher who 
is about to retire, and they give their last lessons? Have you ever been around a pastor who preaches his 
last sermon? They want to be very clear about passing on the most important information.  

And because Jesus is a master teacher, he doesn’t just give a lecture, he uses powerful visuals and 
dynamic illustrations. John tells us: 4 so he got up from the meal, took off his outer clothing, and 
wrapped a towel around his waist. 5 After that, he poured water into a basin and began to wash his 
disciples’ feet, drying them with the towel that was wrapped around him. 
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Now this is surprising for many reasons. First of all, it was surprising that they were sitting down to eat a 
meal and nobody had washed their feet upon entering the room. When we enter a room now, we put 
hand sanitizer on. When we sit down to eat a meal, we wash our hands.  

Well, in ancient-Middle eastern culture, when you entered a room, you washed your feet. And usually 
there would be a servant or slave at the door washing your feet for you. But someone must have 
forgotten to hire a foot-washing servant. And nobody was willing to take the place of a servant.  

So Jesus did. He got up from the table and started washing everyone’s feet. This would be like going to 
the Tesla headquarters and seeing Elon Musk washing all his employee’s cars. This would be like going 
to the Facebook headquarters and finding Mark Zuckerberg cleaning all the toilets.  

Peter is horrified at what is happening, so he rebukes Jesus:6 He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, 
“Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” He can’t believe what he is seeing. This makes no sense to 
Peter. How could the most important person in the room, be taking the place of a slave? 

7 Jesus replied, “You do not realize now what I am doing, but later you will understand.” 

8 “No,” said Peter, “you shall never wash my feet.” 

Peter will not allow it. Peter is like that student in the classroom who keeps interrupting the teacher as 
she is trying to make an important point. Jesus is trying to tell Peter to just be quiet for a moment and 
experience what Jesus is trying to teach all of them.  

Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no part with me.” 

But Peter can’t grasp the simple illustration. Peter thinks that something super-spiritual must be going 
on if Jesus was going to start washing people’s feet. Peter thinks, Maybe Jesus is giving us a new special 
ritual, something like baptism, but for his special disciples.  

9 “Then, Lord,” Simon Peter replied, “not just my feet but my hands and my head as well!”’ 

Peter says, “If you are giving some special sacred washing, then give me the full treatment!” But he is 
missing the simple point.  

10 Jesus answered, “Those who have had a bath need only to wash their feet; their whole body is 
clean. And you are clean, though not every one of you.” 11 For he knew who was going to betray 
him, and that was why he said not every one was clean. 

Jesus was not giving them a new sacred washing like baptism. They were already baptized. And they 
already believed. Later on, he would give them the sacred meal of Holy Communion. But that is not 
what he was doing here. They were already clean. They were forgiven and loved and accepted by God 
because they were Jesus’ disciples. They had repented of their sin. They had been baptized by John the 
Baptist into the name of Jesus. They knew Jesus and his message of good news.  

And, in that way, we are like this group of people. I imagine that basically everyone here is baptized. 
Those who aren’t are in the process of getting baptized. You are all members of this church or at least 
regular attenders. You have heard the message of the Gospel preached to you from Pastor Bill and 
myself and probably many other pastors. You know your Bible and you know your Savior. So I can say to 
you what Jesus said to his disciples “You are clean.”  
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You know that. But like I said in the beginning, “What are we going to do with our knowledge and 
experience?”  

Jesus will answer that question as he explains what the foot washing was all about: 

12 When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and returned to his place. “Do you 
understand what I have done for you?” he asked them. 13 “You call me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and rightly 
so, for that is what I am. 14 Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should 
wash one another’s feet. 15 I have set you an example that you should do as I have done for 
you.  16 Very truly I tell you, no servant is greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the 
one who sent him.  

It’s that simple. Jesus was not trying to trick them or get super spiritual. Jesus was not just telling them; 
he was showing them what to do with all their knowledge and experience. They should follow his 
example. He was their teacher and their master. And just like the teacher and master took the place of a 
servant and washed the disciples’ feet so they should find ways to take the place of a servant. And yes, 
even wash each other’s feet.  

Jesus wraps up his teaching with this summary statement, bringing it all together: 

17 Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if you do them.   

Jesus is talking to his disciples who know a lot. They have watched him teach for three years. And now 
he is giving them this last lesson in a vivid way. They know a lot, but Jesus tells them that they will be 
blessed if they do it and put it into practice.  

So what does Jesus wants us to know? We are like those disciples. We all know quite a bit more than 
others in our neighborhoods and communities. Many of you have been reading your Bible and listening 
to preaching for many years. You are baptized and you take communion. You know that you are 
forgiven. You know that God accepts you. You know a lot. But Jesus says you will be blessed if you now 
put your faith into practice. So here is what Jesus is teaching you: 

Sacred knowledge must lead to sacrificial service.  

Jesus does not want us to separate our faith from our everyday life. If we believe that Jesus sacrificed 
himself for us, then we will want to makes sacrifices for others. If we know that Jesus forgives us, then 
we will want to take the action of forgiving others. If we know that God loves us, then we want to take 
the action in loving others.  

But what does that mean?  

Maybe I can explain it this way: today was opening day for the Milwaukee Brewers. The goal of the 
Brewers organization is to get you to not just drive by American Family Field. They don’t just want you to 
tailgate in the parking lot. They want you to buy some tickets and come into the stadium. That is their 
goal: Get as many people as possible to sit in the stands.  

For far too long, I believe we might have thought that Christianity had a similar goal. We might have 
thought that the goal of Christianity was not just drive by the church, but to attend a worship service in-
person or online. In other words, maybe with thought Jesus was content to just have us become 
spectators. Hear a sermon, watch a video, observe someone else’s Christianity and go on with our life.  
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But Jesus wants all of us to get out of the stands and on to the field. That’s what he was doing when he 
was washing his disciple’s feet. While the disciples were looking around at each other, waiting for 
someone else to wash their feet, Jesus got up and served them. That is what Jesus is calling us to do 
also: Get into the game. Don’t just be a Christian spectator; get into the game, get on to the field. 

What does that mean? Well, that looked different for all of the disciples. Peter became a leader of the 
church in Jerusalem. Thomas went to become a missionary in India. John became a writer of the five 
book in the New Testament. Get in the game means find your own way to wash people’s feet.  

Maybe you could start by asking these three question: 

• What comes easy to me? 
• What do I enjoy? (What is my passion?) 
• Who can I serve?  

As you answer these questions you might remember that you are good with people. Or you a good at 
organizing and managing tasks. Maybe you are just a hardworking-get-it-done kind of person. You enjoy 
fixing problems. You are good at working with your hands.  

Then you need to find out who you can serve. Maybe you start serving here. I just talked to a few people 
last week that didn’t really know about our safety team and they realized that they could serve in this 
way. Maybe you will start serving in your community.  

What would happen if we all got into the game? What would happen if we would all start getting on to 
the field and using our gifts and talents to serve here at church and also in the community in the name 
of Jesus?   

Well, what happened with those men in the upper room? It was those twelve men that birth the 
Christian church. After those men experience Easter and the coming of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost, 
they started a movement that has led to the transformation of billions on people through out the 
centuries. It was their acts of love and service that inspired the first hospitals, orphanages, and 
universities. It was their devotion that led to the start of new churches and missions.  

So if Jesus could use a handful of guys who experienced Easter to change the world, what could he do 
with a whole room full of people like this?  

Walk with Jesus tomorrow to the cross. Watch him buy you back with his own blood. Watch him defeat 
death on your behalf. Then celebrate Easter all day, all week, all year. Let the message of the 
resurrection change everything for you. Then go find your own way to wash feet. Find your own way to 
get our of the stands and on to the field. Jesus wants you to take all your sacred knowledge and turn it 
into sacrificial action, so get in the game. Amen.  


