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Victory of the Lamb // Easter Sunday // April 4, 2021 
Pastor Ben Sadler // 1 Corinthians 15 (selected verses) 

 
12 But if it is preached that Christ has been raised from the dead, how can some of you say that there is 
no resurrection of the dead? 13 If there is no resurrection of the dead, then not even Christ has been 
raised… 17 And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins. 18 Then those 
also who have fallen asleep in Christ are lost. 19 If only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are of all 
people most to be pitied. 

20 But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen 
asleep. 21 For since death came through a man, the resurrection of the dead comes also through a 
man. 22 For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive. 23 But each in turn: Christ, the 
firstfruits; then, when he comes, those who belong to him. 24 Then the end will come, when he hands 
over the kingdom to God the Father after he has destroyed all dominion, authority and power. 25 For 
he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. 26 The last enemy to be destroyed is 
death…  

 “Death has been swallowed up in victory.” 

55 “Where, O death, is your victory? 
    Where, O death, is your sting?” 

56 The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. 57 But thanks be to God! He gives us the 
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

58 Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give yourselves 
fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain. 

Why are so much better at celebrating Christmas than Easter? When it comes to Christmas, we start 
celebrating the day after Thanksgiving. We go shopping on black Friday and get our gifts. We put up our 
decorations, lights, and a tree. We make Christmas cookies and other Christmas treats. We throw 
parties and other get-togethers. We sing and have fun. But when it comes to Easter, we don’t do too 
much. We maybe decorate a few hard-boiled eggs and have a ham dinner.  

Why is that? Why do we do such a better job of celebrating Christmas than Easter? Well, I think for one 
reason, Christmas makes sense to us. We have a category for Christmas. Christmas is basically a birthday 
party for Jesus. We know how to celebrate birthday parties. We buy gifts, put up decorations, and throw 
a party.  

But Easter? We have no category of Easter. Easter is the celebration of the resurrection of Jesus. How 
are we supposed to celebrate that? It is quite the amazing trick that Jesus came back to life after being 
dead for three days. But why does that matter? What does that mean for us? Why was it such an 
important event? 

So here is the question I want to answer in this sermon: Why celebrate Easter? 

To answer that question, let’s go to 1 Corinthians 15. This section of Scripture is a letter written by a 
man named Paul to a church that he started in the city of Corinth. And Corinth is a city located in 
Greece. And this congregation we filled with new Christians who loved Jesus and we filled with lots of 
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zeal and passion about their faith. But they didn’t really see a need for Easter. They didn’t really see the 
importance Easter. So as Paul’s winds down this letter, he devotes a whole section to the importance of 
the resurrection.  

Paul explains why the Corinthians struggled to see that importance of the resurrection: 12 But if it is 
preached that Christ has been raised from the dead, how can some of you say that there is no 
resurrection of the dead? 

According to Paul, there were some people in the Corinthian congregation that didn’t believe that there 
was going to be a final resurrection. They didn’t believe that Jesus was coming back again. They didn’t 
believe in the bodily resurrection on the Last Day. Why is that? 

Well, living in Greece, their culture would have been saturated in the philosophy of Plato. One of Plato’s 
main teachings was the separation between the physical world and the spiritual world. He believed that 
this material world was just an imperfect form of the perfect spiritual world. And so the goal of life was 
to escape this physical reality and experience the immaterial spiritual reality. And that happened 
especially when you died. When you die, you escape the physical world and go to the spiritual world.  

So if you followed that philosophy, why do we need a resurrection? Why would Jesus need to be raised? 
And why would we want to be raised if this material world is bad and the spiritual immaterial world is 
good? 

Unfortunately, we are still steeped in that physical and spiritual divide. Although you might have never 
read Plato, but you and I have been influenced by it more than you think. If you ever divide your spiritual 
life and your physical life, you are living by Plato’s story. Like what you do with you body doesn’t matter. 
If you believe that all of nature and all of the world is evil, you are believing Plato’s story. If you believe 
that death is just a natural process, you are believing Plato’s story. And if you think goal of life is just to 
die and float up to heaven, you are believing Plato’s story.  

Paul is very concerned about us believing the story that Plato was teaching. That’s why he said, 13 If 
there is no resurrection of the dead, then not even Christ has been raised… 17 And if Christ has not 
been raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins. 18 Then those also who have fallen asleep in 
Christ are lost. 19 If only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied. 

Paul says that there are all sorts of horrible consequences for believing Plato’s view of the world. First of 
all, you won’t believe in Jesus’ resurrection or see any real need for it. Your faith will be futile or empty. 
In other words, you will be so heavenly minded, you will be no earthly good. If there is no resurrection 
you are still living in your sins. And those who have died are lost. If their bodies won’t be raised, then we 
won’t really see them again. If Christianity is just some hope for this short life, and we don’t believe that 
we will be resurrected with this world, then we should be pitied more than anyone else.  

But, Paul goes on to say, “Thank God we are not in Plato’s story. The material world is not just some 
empty shell that we are supposed to shake off.” Paul tells us a whole different story: 21 For since death 
came through a man… 

In this short phrase, Paul retells the whole story of history. He reminds us of how the Bible begins. It says 
that God created everything good. And he made good human beings. But the first humans who 
represented all humanity turned away from God. You know that story of Adam and Eve in the garden of 
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Eden and they eat from the tree? That is actually a profound story that explains everything. That tree 
was called the tree of knowledge of Good and Evil. In other words that tree represented God. God is the 
one who knows good and evil. But humans were selfish and they wanted to take the place of God. They 
wanted to decide on their own what was good and evil. And as they grasped for the fruit, trying to be 
God, they became mortals and brought death into the world.  

But instead of destroying the world and destroying humans, he made a promise to destroy the devil and 
death and resurrect the whole world. But how could God destroy death and the devil and resurrect all 
things? Paul explains: 21 For since death came through a man, the resurrection of the dead comes also 
through a man.   

Paul is saying that Jesus is the missing piece in God’s great story. For Christmas, my family got me a 
puzzle. It is one of the coolest puzzles I had ever seen. It was filled with all my favorite old movies from 
the 80s and 90s. We all like the puzzle so much that we had planned that when it was finished we would 
glue it together, frame it, and hang it up on the wall. But for a while there was one puzzle piece that we 
couldn’t find. And you can’t put the puzzle up on the wall if you are missing a piece. It doesn’t make 
sense of it doesn’t have all the pieces.  

That’s what Paul is trying to tell us. God is writing this amazing story of history that goes from creation, 
to sin and death, and it ends in a renewed, resurrected world. But to go from creation to new creation 
there was one important puzzle piece that would complete the story and make sense of everything. 
That is Jesus Christ. He is the puzzle piece. He came into the world. And conquered sin, death, and the 
devil. He died and rose again. 

 And so Paul says: 22 For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive. 23 But each in turn: Christ, 
the firstfruits; then, when he comes, those who belong to him. Paul is saying that what happened to 
Jesus will happened to us and the whole world. That’s what I want to you know from this sermon: 

What happened to Jesus, will happen to us and the whole world.  

Jesus rose. We will be raised. Jesus rose, this whole world will be resurrected and renewed. Instead of 
abandoning this physical world that Jesus made, he is going to resurrect it all.  

And what is Jesus doing now? Is he up in heaven, just singing with choirs, far away from what’s going on 
here on earth? Nope. Paul says, 24 Then the end will come, when he hands over the kingdom to God 
the Father after he has destroyed all dominion, authority and power. 25 For he must reign until he has 
put all his enemies under his feet. 26 The last enemy to be destroyed is death… Jesus is reigning over 
this world. He is in the process of defeating all that is evil. And we want to join him in his kingdom. We 
want to work with him to destroy all that it is evil in this world. That begins by destroying the evil in our 
hearts, repenting of our sin, and living a life of love and obedience empowered by the spirit. It also 
means joining Jesus to defeat all that is evil in our world. Abuse and assault. Racism and all that is evil. 
Selfishness and greed. Fighting for what is good until Jesus comes back again, destroying death and 
resurrecting this world.  

But what should we do today? Paul tells us:  

“Death has been swallowed up in victory.” 
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55 “Where, O death, is your victory? 
    Where, O death, is your sting?” 

56 The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. 57 But thanks be to God! He gives us the 
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Paul is quoting Scripture that allows us taunt death with singing and dancing and rejoicing. He’s saying 
“Where you at death?” and he says that we should be filled with thankfulness and rejoicing. So that is 
what I want to encourage you to do today. I know most of us haven’t been planning all month for a 
celebration like we do at Christmas, but there is still time. I want to encourage you to leave this service 
and go buy one of your favorite treats. Go get some of the good chocolate. Or some fantasy ice cream. 
Go to Kopps and get the big sundae. Call over some friends and throw a party. Turn the music up and 
sing and dance because death has been defeated. Here is what I want you to do: 

Celebrate Easter.  

Our sins have been forgiven. Death has been defeated. And Jesus is coming back again to give us a new 
body and resurrect our world. We are not going to escape this world. Jesus has won the victory over it 
all.  

And don’t just celebrate today. Do you know why Christians usually gather on Sunday for worship 
service? It wasn’t always that way. For over 1000 years, God’s people gathered on Saturday for rest and 
worship. But after Jesus rose from the grave that switched the day for worship for Sunday. And so I want 
to encourage you to worship with us every Sunday and celebrate Easter every week out of the year.  

I love Christmas. And I’m glad we have all our traditions around Christmas. I don’t think we should 
celebrate less during Christmas. Keep buying gifts, putting up the tree, and throwing all your parties. 
Jesus, our God and Savior, was born into this world. We should throw him a birthday party. But I think 
we need to start making Christmas look like a mini-celebration compared to Easter. I don’t think we 
could overdo our celebration. This is the most important day of the year. So celebrate and be glad. Sing, 
dance, feast, rejoice. Celebrate Easter it is the most wonderful time of the year! Amen! 

 

 


