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I don’t know if you have been watching any of the March Madness basketball games but every now and 
then, a player needs to come out of the game. Maybe they need to be subbed for because they are tired 
or maybe they need to be subbed for because they aren’t playing well. (Key player in a game was really 
bad that day) Have you ever had one of those days when you could use a sub?  

This evening, on this day that we have named Good Friday, we are continuing our Holy Week series, 
Who Is Jesus? Who is Jesus? So far we have seen Jesus as ride into Jerusalem as our King of peace, we 
have seen him teach in the upper room, and today, well, we are going to the cross. And as we go to the 
cross, know that this is a real historical event that really happened to the real Jesus. Who really is both 
God and man. Jesus is a real person. And the real person of Jesus meets the real you and me. It is that 
meeting of the real Jesus and the real you and me that gets nailed to a tree. It is there on the cross that 
we find yet another answer to our question of Who is Jesus? 

The God who created the world is absolutely perfect in every way on every day. He is white hot holy. 
Sin, any sin, is repulsive and gross to God. It must be removed, done away with, destroyed. But God is 
also the God of pure love. And it the intersection of holiness and love that bring us to cross of Jesus 
because this is the nature of God. 

Now this God who is holy and loving also gave his law. Law is not an endearing term these days, 
probably because try as we might, and sometimes we don’t even do that, we break the law. But law 
comes from the holy and loving God, so the law is the very expression of who God is and his will. Since 
the law represents God and his character, it is really either God that we obey which shows our love for 
God; or God that we disobey when we break the law and is an assault on God’s nature. When we break 
the law we are saying to God, “I hate you and I wish you were dead.” It is treason against the God of the 
universe. And as you know the penalty of this treason is death. 

Which of course brings us to mankind and to the human condition. We all have this sin condition and 
cannot save ourselves from it. If you don’t believe me that we all have this sin condition, have you ever 
done something bad and then said, “I don’t know why I did that.” Or said something you should not 
have said, and then said, “I don’t know why I said that.” That is our sin nature bleeding through us. We 
all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.  

The word sin is an archery term, and it means to miss the mark. To miss the bullseye. It doesn’t matter if 
we miss it by a mile or by a hair, a miss is a miss. And sin can stand in the presence of God. Our morality 
may keep us out of jail, but it will not keep us out of hell.  

If life were a basketball game our sins would be our missed shots, turnovers, not running the plays right, 
not passing it to the teammate who is wide open, missing our assignments on defense. How’s your 
game? Really? I know I need a sub because as much as I may not want to admit it, the truth is my sin has 
damaged my relationship with others, with myself, and most importantly with God. My sin cuts me from 
the team because God’s holiness and my sin can’t be on the same team.  

But is actually worse: Romans 6:23 records, the wages of sin is death. Because of my sin, but I should 
die because of my sin against God. Now while we are familiar with physical death. Sin causes the death 



in the relationship with God, also known as spiritual death. Sin destroys the intimacy he had in mind 
when he created mankind in holiness and love. And if this death isn’t resolved it becomes eternal death 
– eternal separation from God and his blessings. 

While the consequences of my sin and yours have removed us from God’s team, God’s love still wants us 
to be on the team and live forever. How can that work? How can God do away with sin without doing 
away with me? With you? 

Maybe you remember the other major Christian celebration – Christmas. John 3:16 For God so loved 
the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have 
eternal life. God sent his Son Jesus to be our substitute. Hebrews 4:15 For we do not have a high priest 
who is unable to empathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every 
way, just as we are—yet he did not sin. Jesus was perfect. He never sinned. Not even once. He never 
lied. He never cussed or coveted. In our basketball metaphor he never missed a shot, he ran all the plays 
correctly, he never missed an assignment. He never turned the ball over. And in the scorebook of life, 
we get credit for his perfect play.  

Who is Jesus? He is our substitute in life. 

And this is fantastic but that is not enough. Because I not only need a substitute in life I need a 
substitute in death since the wages of sin is death. So, Jesus let the sin infect him. Not just some sin but 
every sin, but he was made to be sin. He died for all our sin. Our brokenness, all the lies that we told, 
when we took something that didn’t belong to us, when we resented someone, when we refused to 
forgive someone. When we were selfish and self-centered. Jesus died that death we were already dying 
so that we could live a life we could never have on our own. 

Isaiah 53:4-6 tells us about this substitution: Surely he took up our pain and bore our suffering, yet we 
considered him punished by God, stricken by him, and afflicted. 5 But he was pierced for our 
transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was on him, 
and by his wounds we are healed. 6 We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to our 
own way; and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all. 

God takes away all the ugliest part of ourselves and in exchange God gives us his beauty, righteousness, 
He forgives the unforgiveable in us. He loves even the unlovable in us. He relieves us of the burden to be 
good enough for God. That is what God does on the cross. Jesus sacrifices and dies so that he could give 
us life. 2 Corinthians 5:21  God made him who had no sin to be sin[a] for us, so that in him we might 
become the righteousness of God. 

Jesus sacrificed for us because a payment had to be made and because there is no love without sacrifice. 
You know that. Ask any parent. They sacrifice sleep, their time, energy, dreams to protect the child, and 
care for the child. If someone hurts, slanders you or hurts your reputation you can’t get even with them 
or make them pay. And the cycle of vengeance continues. And the world continues to get eviler or you 
can forgive them which requires a huge sacrifice. You absorb the debt You pay. And you do it for good’s 
sake. You do it for God’s sake. The result of that sacrifice there is love. 

No gift reveals God’s love more than the gift of sacrifice of Jesus on the cross. Who is Jesus? Jesus is our 
substitute in life and substitute in death.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Corinthians+5%3A21&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28899a


And because Jesus is our substitute in life and in death, he is our Savior! 

On the cross Jesus said, John 19:30 It is finished. The work of salvation is complete. The madness is over. 
The basketball game is over. Jesus hit the game winning shot. Quit trying to prove yourself. Quit 
dwelling on your turnovers, your sins. You don’t have to fear death and separation from God.  Because 
of Jesus Your Victory Starts Now. 

Let’s reinforce this truth. For those of you worshiping online and here at the MC, this is the time for you 
to grab your pen and paper. 

Because Jesus is our substitute in life and in death, we can bring all of who we are and lay it all on Jesus. 
So let’s do that. Write on your paper: 

Things I have done wrong   

Fears, Guilt, Regret, Shame.  

Things that are broken in my life. 

Things I have done wrong - selfish, self-centered things, times you have lied, took something that didn’t 
belong, you didn’t do the thing you knew you should and maybe you didn’t care. Come up with a list of 
things that you want and need to give to Jesus.  Our next category is fears, guilt, regret, shame. fears 
about your job, relationships, sickness, finances, shame that you carry. Things that are broken in my life. 
Things you think you are never going to get rid of. Things you think you are never going to be free of. 
Things that are making you sad and weighing you down. I’m never going to be free of that. It is sad for 
you. The resentment, the anger, things that you are holding on to, sometimes we are our own worst 
enemies.   

This is your spiritual rap sheet. God took our spiritual rap sheet, the list of everything we did wrong, our 
fears, regrets, guilt, shame, our brokenness, all the things that didn’t make on to our list either because 
of forgetfulness, fear, shame or embarrassment, and nailed it to Jesus the tree. If you think sin is no big 
deal – look at the cross. It cost God his life. If you think your sin is too big or too numerous to be forgiven 
then look at the Cross and the God of the universe made the payment in full. If you think you don’t 
matter, look at the cross and see how much you matter to God. 

Colossians 2:14 having canceled the charge of our legal indebtedness, which stood against us and 
condemned us; he has taken it away, nailing it to the cross  

The cross outline wipes them all away. Jesus took away all of our sin, our charges, and our failures. Your 
sin and charges are removed you are forgiven.  

We call this Good Friday because Jesus was our substitute in life and in death. Jesus is our Savior. We 
see, in Jesus, that God is better than any good we ever thought of before.  

Receive the blessing of Jesus who is your Savior The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face 
shine on you and be gracious to you. The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.  

 


