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13 Now that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles from 
Jerusalem. 14 They were talking with each other about everything that had happened. 15 As they talked 
and discussed these things with each other, Jesus himself came up and walked along with them; 16 but 
they were kept from recognizing him. 
17 He asked them, “What are you discussing together as you walk along?” 
They stood still, their faces downcast. 18 One of them, named Cleopas, asked him, “Are you the only 
one visiting Jerusalem who does not know the things that have happened there in these days?” 
19 “What things?” he asked. 
“About Jesus of Nazareth,” they replied. “He was a prophet, powerful in word and deed before God 
and all the people. 20 The chief priests and our rulers handed him over to be sentenced to death, and 
they crucified him; 21 but we had hoped that he was the one who was going to redeem Israel. And 
what is more, it is the third day since all this took place. 22 In addition, some of our women amazed 
us. They went to the tomb early this morning 23 but didn’t find his body. They came and told us that 
they had seen a vision of angels, who said he was alive. 24 Then some of our companions went to the 
tomb and found it just as the women had said, but they did not see Jesus.” 
25 He said to them, “How foolish you are, and how slow to believe all that the prophets have 
spoken! 26 Did not the Messiah have to suffer these things and then enter his glory?” 27 And beginning 
with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures concerning 
himself. 
28 As they approached the village to which they were going, Jesus continued on as if he were going 
farther. 29 But they urged him strongly, “Stay with us, for it is nearly evening; the day is almost over.” 
So he went in to stay with them. 
30 When he was at the table with them, he took bread, gave thanks, broke it and began to give it to 
them. 31 Then their eyes were opened and they recognized him, and he disappeared from their 
sight. 32 They asked each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he talked with us on the 
road and opened the Scriptures to us?” 
33 They got up and returned at once to Jerusalem. There they found the Eleven and those with them, 
assembled together 34 and saying, “It is true! The Lord has risen and has appeared to Simon.” 35 Then 
the two told what had happened on the way, and how Jesus was recognized by them when he broke 
the bread. 
 
The time is coming when you will be challenged, even persecuted for your faith. This is already 
happening in other parts of the world: Pakistan, Myanmar, Nigeria, China. But it’s starting to happen 
here. I’ve talked to some people are being passed over for a job or a promotion because of their 
Christian faith. Some people are being ridiculed or ostracized for their faith. You might have college 
professors or other teachers who dock your grade because you believe what the Scriptures teach about 
Jesus, origins, heaven and hell, marriage, and gender.  

This is brand new to us. For the most part, our society has shared some of our Christian values. And even 
supported Christian ideals. But not anymore. Now the greater society teaches a message that conflicts 
with Christianity. And so expect to be challenged, even persecuted for your faith.  



This is new to us. But it is not new to Christianity. The Christian Church started and flourished as a small, 
persecuted minority. In fact, as Pastor Bill mentioned last week, all of Jesus’ Apostles, minus one, died 
for their faith. They were martyred.  

How could they do that? How could they be so sure about Christianity that they were willing not only to 
face pushback and challenges, but they were willing to be faithful, even to the point of death? Was it 
because they had lots of evidence concerning Jesus? They knew all of the arguments for Christianity? 
No, they had something better than evidence and arguments. They had an experience with the risen 
Savior. They had met the risen Jesus face to face. That saw that he was alive.  

That’s great for the Apostles. But what about us? I haven’t seen Jesus’ face. I haven’t touched the scars 
on his hands and his side. I haven’t eaten breakfast with the resurrected Jesus. I imagine that if I would 
have had those experiences, my faith would be stronger, that I would be able to stand up to any form of 
persecution or pushback.  

Today we are concluding our sermon series Hope in the Darkness. And I want to conclude this series by 
talking about having hope for life. And the question I want to ask today is a question we find believers 
asking throughout history: Where can I go to “see the Lord”? We want to see the risen Christ. We want 
to experience God. So where can we go to see and experience the living Jesus? 

To answer that question, let’s go to Luke 24. Throughout this sermon series we have been looking at 
Jesus’ resurrected appearance. And Luke tells us that on Easter Sunday there were two of Jesus’ 
disciples that were walking from Jerusalem to a little village called Emmaus. While they were walking 
they were talking about all the things that had happened the last few days. Luke writes: . 15 As they 
talked and discussed these things with each other, Jesus himself came up and walked along with 
them; 16 but they were kept from recognizing him. 

So as they were walking, the resurrected Jesus comes up and starts walking by them. But Luke says that 
they were kept from recognizing him. It in all the resurrection appearances it is pretty common for Jesus’ 
followers to not recognize him. Two weeks ago, we looked at Jesus’ appearance to Mary Magdalene and 
then last week, how Jesus appeared to the disciples in the closed room. In both cases they didn’t seem 
to recognize him for two reasons. They were all so overwhelmed with grief that they were expecting this 
good news. And Jesus’ body was the same body, it had nail marks on his hands and feet, but in some 
way it was transformed in some way. But here Luke says something different. He says that these men 
were kept from recognizing him. The word here denotes that God was covering their eyes. God was 
working a miracle to keep them for seeing that this man was Jesus. Why is that? Why would God willing 
hide himself from these two men? 

I believe Jesus intentionally hid his identity from them to teach us where we can ALL find Jesus. Jesus hid 
himself from those disciples just like he hides himself from us, so that we could all meet Jesus where he 
chooses to be found.  

Luke says that this hidden Jesus asks them, “What are you talking about when you walked along the 
road?” The men heard the question they were deflated and stood still. They couldn’t believe that this 
stranger hadn’t heard about all that happened in Jerusalem. But Jesus kept egging them on, “What 
things happened in Jerusalem?” The men responded, “Don’t you know about Jesus of Nazareth? He was 
a great prophet in word and deed. The chief priests handed him over to be crucified, but we had hoped 



that he was going to be our king and redeem and restore Israel. And it has been 3 days since he died. 
Some of our women went to his tomb this morning, but his body wasn’t there. They had said they had 
seen a vision of angels who said he was alive. Some of the our friends went to the tomb as well and saw 
just what the women had said. 

These men heard the evidence. They had heard the evidence from the women. Then they heard it from 
Peter and John. The tomb was empty. They had lots of evidence. But the evidence wasn’t enough. They 
still didn’t believe.  

Jesus finally stopped them and said, ““How foolish you are, and how slow to believe all that the 
prophets have spoken! 26 Did not the Messiah have to suffer these things and then enter his glory?” 
Then Luke tells us, And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them what was 
said in all the Scriptures concerning himself. So as they walked along the road, Jesus walked through 
the whole Bible. He showed them that every single story was pointing to the life, work, death, and 
resurrection of Jesus and his kingdom. Jesus opened the Scriptures to them.  

When they arrived at Emmaus, Jesus acted like he was going to go farther, but they begged him to stay. 
So he stayed with them, 30 When he was at the table with them, he took bread, gave thanks, broke 
it and began to give it to them. 31 Then their eyes were opened and they recognized him, and he 
disappeared from their sight. Jesus seems to perform the Lord’s Supper or at least something like it. He 
took bread, gave thanks, broke it and gave it to them. When they had received the bread, then they 
recognized Jesus. But at the moment they recognized him, he was gone.  

This is how they explain to each other what had happened: 32 They asked each other, “Were not our 
hearts burning within us while he talked with us on the road and opened the Scriptures to us?” 
Although they didn’t see him, they experienced him as their hearts were burning as he opened the 
Scriptures to them while they walked along the road.  

Next, they ran back to Jerusalem to tell other disciples what happened. Luke said, Then the two told 
what had happened on the way, and how Jesus was recognized by them when he broke the bread. 

So what is the Holy Spirit trying to teach us through this story? Why did Jesus keep himself hidden when 
he walked with them on the road? What does that mean for us?I believe Jesus is teaching us where we 
can meet with him. Just like with those first disciples, Jesus hides himself from us. We can’t see him. And 
he wants to meet with us. He wants us to experience his presence. So lets go back to our original 
question:  

Where can I go to “see the Lord”?  
We see our Savior in the Scriptures and the Supper.  
 
That’s where these disciples found Jesus. They met him in the Word. As they were walking, Jesus told 
them the whole story of the Old Testament and how that whole story found its fulfillment in Jesus. And 
as he spoke those words to them it says their hearts were burning with in them, as if the very presence 
of the God was dwelling inside them.  

That’s how Jesus wants to meet with us in his Word. Now you might be saying, “But pastor, I’ve tried to 
read the Old Testament. But it is usually not me heart that burns but my eyes. I keep falling asleep or I 



get confused. I don’t always feel like I experience the presence of the resurrected Jesus when I read the 
Bible especially the Old Testament.”  

Well, that’s why its good to have a guide. The reason our hearts don’t always burn when we read the 
Scriptures is that we don’t always understand what it means and how it points to Jesus. And that’s ok. 
These disciples didn’t seem to understand the Scriptures either. But Jesus came along side them and 
opened the Scriptures up to them.  

That is what Pastor Bill and I are here to do. Every week we study the Scriptures and we tried to open 
them up to you. And many of you are reading the Bible on the YouVersion app. Every day I try to help 
open the Scriptures up to you.  

Not only did Jesus cause their hearts to burn when he opened the Scriptures to them. He also revealed 
himself when they participated in the Lord’s Supper. This is a very special part of our weekly gathering. 
At the end of every church service, we partake of Holy Communion, where Jesus comes to us in this very 
special meal to confirm his covenant with us. He reminds you of his body and blood that were broken 
and poured out for the forgiveness of your sins. He confirms his love for you and the promise he made 
to you to remember your sins no more.  

Now maybe you are thinking, “Yes, pastor, the Lord’s Supper is very precious. Every time I take the 
Lord’s Supper I’m reminding of the covenant and promise that God made with me through Jesus. But 
that moment is so fleeting. By Wednesday the guilt and shame of life overwhelm me all over again. I 
start questioning my faith. And I want to give up.”  

Well, that’s what happened with the Emmaus disciples. Jesus was there with them in the Supper and 
then in a moment he was gone. The peace of Jesus’ presence can be so fleeting. But that is why we 
gather week after week. That’s why we continue to take the bread and the cup.  

Here is the main take away from this message: See your Savior in the Scriptures and the Supper.  

But maybe there still is one more question that is rolling around in your head, “But why does Jesus meet 
with us in this way? Why doesn’t he just appear to us like he appeared to some of the Apostles? Why 
can’t we go to Jerusalem and stand in line to touch and see him?”  

I don’t know the all the reasons why God hides himself the way he does. But maybe I could explain it 
this way. I’m old enough to remember life BC, before cellphones. I remember when you couldn’t just 
talk to anyone anywhere at any time. If you were going to speak to someone, you needed to set up a 
meeting, drive over to their house or office and hope that they remembered your appointment. But 
now, we all have instant access to everyone at anytime, anywhere. You have instant access to Jesus 
every time you open your Bible. He confirms his love for you through the real presence of his body and 
blood in the Lord’s Supper. Jesus hides himself so that he can reveal himself to all people through the 
Scriptures and the Supper.  

And you and I need his presence. As I mentioned, I do believe there is a time of persecution that is 
coming. I believe that in our lifetime we are going to be challenged to follow Jesus. We are going to 
need the faith of the Apostles to not give up. But here is the good news. Just like the first Apostles you 
have the same access to Jesus and his presence. You have access to his forgiveness, his love, and his 



courage every time you meet with him where he wants to be found. So see your Savior in the Scriptures 
and the Supper. Amen.  


