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Some days we feel like life has no purpose. We get up, make breakfast for the kids, go to work, come 
home, watch some TV, and fall asleep on the couch. We wonder if what we do matters. If there is any 
real meaning and purpose in our day-to-day lives? Today we are beginning a new series entitled Called. 

In this series, we will see that God has called us to our specific roles in life to do His work. He is the one 
who has called us to be mothers, fathers, sons, daughters, employers, employees, and citizens. He wants 
us to use our specific callings to further His rule in our world to share the good news of Jesus with 
others. 

Since today is Mother’s Day it only seemed right that we need to start this series honoring motherhood 
because we all have mothers. And we honor motherhood we glorify Jesus Christ who designed, created 
it, blessed it by his incarnation in Mary’s womb and honored it by his word from the cross to John, in 
one of the most beautiful acts of final care for his mother, “Behold your mother.” (John 19:27) 

God has called mothers not only to create new life, but to nurture, care, and guide God’s children so 
that they might be children of God and bless one generation after another.  

The very first mom is named Eve, which means the mother of all the living. Eve saw the importance of 
God in her life and in the life of her children that when Cain, her firstborn was born, she said “with the 
help of the Lord I have brought forth a man.” She knew that God was the key to her life and the life of all 
people.  

Solomon picked up on this train of thought by saying of mom’s, Proverbs 31:27 says, She looks well to 
the ways of her household. Understand Solomon, the wisest man to ever live is not saying the goal of 
motherhood to have a spotless home at all times, nor that you have checked to make sure the kids have 
all their school work in their backpack before you leave the house,  nor to make sure you have prepared 
food in advance so you don’t have to stop for fast food after the soccer or baseball game, nor that you 
need to document every activity with cell phone picture or video. Sometimes we get so busy do the ok 
things that we leave behind the main thing. And Solomon is the main thing. Sharing God with her 
household. So when Solomon is saying she looks well to the ways of her household he is saying: Start 
children off on the way they should go, – (Proverbs 22:6).   

Here is an example of what Solomon is talking about as we lean in to hear from Paul as he is talking to 
Timothy.  (2 Timothy 1:5) I am reminded of your sincere faith, which first lived in your grandmother 
Lois and in your mother Eunice and, I am persuaded, now lives in you also. Paul, a friend and mentor 
to Timothy, an eyewitness of the resurrected Jesus, saying is that there is great, great honor in 
motherhood and grandmother hood. Motherhood is a calling that can be the bedrock of faith, not just 
for your children, but take note of this, for the untold numbers of people who will be affected by your 
children.  

A way mothers and others influence people for Christ is to demonstrate sincere faith, (which first lived 
in your grandmother Lois and in your mother Eunice.) A sincere faith is a faith that admits our own 
need for Christ. “You are enough.” I see it all the time on social. You are enough mama. You’ve probably 
heard that phrase too – especially if you’re a mom. It’s the same mantra repeated over and over again, 



till we’ve likely come to accept it as truth. Are any of us really enough? I think it is causing more guilt 
than good. It is pointing away from God instead of to God.  

Motherhood is hard There are lunches to pack, baths to give, beds to make, hair to braid, shoes to lace, 
juice spills to mop, milk to buy … you know the drill. Teeth cutting, sickness, first days of school, first boy 
or girlfriends, growing up way too fast, minutes are long but the years are fast, rejection, drivers 
licenses, jobs, college, military, bad decisions, sleepless nights, prayers. watching your kids get married, 
having kids of their own, and sometimes death. Are you enough to handle all of that? Really? 

Here is one of motherhood’s guarantees: You will mess up. Like Mary did. Mary the mother of Jesus. 
Remember it. She lost Jesus. Really. Wow. How do you do that one. God, I know you know all things. 
And I really need your help right now. I lost your son. We all mess up. You will say things you don’t 
mean. At a volume you didn’t plan on. You will snap at your kids simply because they are easy targets.   

And then, and you know this, there’s a voice in your head that whispers: You’ve gone and done it again. 
You’ll never get this mom thing right. This is going to mess up your child forever. But, today, let’s 
recognize those accusing statements are the voice of the enemy. It’s a voice of condemnation, of shame, 
of blame. It’s a voice that wants to pull you down and leave you in the mire. That’s not the voice of our 
loving God. His voice speaks the truth in love. It convicts, but never condemns.  

God doesn’t expect us to be perfect.  (Yes, even mothers are off the hook.) What He does want is our 
repentance for when we fail, a sincere faith that know it can go to the God who love and forgives 
unconditionally. God sees you and cares for you. He sees you trudge through those sometimes lonely, 
often overwhelming trenches of motherhood. In fact, He made a special promise just for you, mom: 
Isaiah 40:11 says that He gently leads those that have young.  

When you acknowledge that you’re not enough, you have the wonderfully freeing option of saying, 
“Jesus, I can’t do this. Please take over.” His strength is made perfect in our weakness. And you are 
demonstrating a sincere faith that relies on Jesus for all things, not just for eternity but for the day to 
day. And that brings peace and joy to our aching hearts.  

What is the call of motherhood? 1. To model sincere faith in Jesus not in self  

There is another key calling to motherhood. 2 Timothy 3:14-15 But as for you, continue in what you 
have learned and have become convinced of, because you know those from whom you learned it, 
15 and how  from infancy you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for 
salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. When he was a little tike, Timothy learned the Scriptures from 
his mom and grandmother who taught him about Jesus. Even though godly men were missing from his 
life, the influence of his mother and grandmother helped form him into the pastor and leader he 
became, for the benefit of the whole church, even now 2K years later.  

Timothy was taught the Scriptures by his grandmother Lois, and his mother Eunice. By why are the 
Scriptures so important? Why doesn’t it say that Lois and Eunice taught Timothy to read, to write, to do 
math? What doesn’t say that this grandmother and mother taught him to cook? What doesn’t it say that 
they encouraged Timothy to be a doctor? A chemical engineer? Because why all those things are 
important and a part of wisdom they don’t make a person wise for salvation. 



But the Scriptures do. Motherhood is a calling to teach the Scriptures because. Faith comes from 
hearing the message and the message is heard through the word of Christ.(Romans 10:17)  There are a 
bunch of ways for our kids to know the Holy Scriptures. One way is to teach them with age-appropriate 
materials. Here is an example for little ones.  My first bible stories. (show and tell) Another way is by 
sending your kids to Victory kids. Where they get a lesson taught to them on their level while you are 
doing the same here. Another way is through digital Victory Kids. If you aren’t going to be here at 
Victory for the weekend the lessons are still available. You can even have a bible story time with your 
kids and maybe kids in the neighborhood too! Another way, through the YouVersion Bible app. There 
are tons of age-appropriate studies. On the YouVersion app there is also Kids Bible Experience with a 
video, a verse, a reflection and prayer.  Another way to teach your kids the Scripture is by sending your 
kids to a Christian school for education. When you share the Bible with your children in this way you are 
instilling in them your sincere faith and love for them. You are not just telling them I love you, you are 
showing them that you love them. It’s an honor and privilege to be used by God. We are just clay jars, 
but we share a treasure that through the Holy Spirit impacts all eternity. Know that when you are 
reading it, the Holy Spirit is at work making them wise for salvation.  

Here is why developing faith is important. As many of us have come to realize, our kids don’t stay small 
forever. We can’t hold on to our kids forever. We can’t bubble wrap them and mark them as fragile. We 
can’t always fight their battles for them. But we can point them to Jesus who fights their battles and is 
and will hold them forever whether they are an infant, a teen, a young adult, or older. 

A mother’s love for her child is not just physical, and emotional. It is behavioral, and spiritual. Mom’s 
love is not just in word but also in action. If it is only words, there is a lot that is left undone. What is the 
call of motherhood? 1. To model sincere faith in Jesus not in self and 2. teaching the Scriptures which 
make our kids wise for salvation.  

And so today we honor motherhood. We can honor our mothers in a variety of ways through gifts like 
roses, strawberries, cards some handmade, brunch. Sometimes in some families a mom receives a 
necklace that is engraved with a child’s name on them or the title mom.  

This is what God has done to honor motherhood. (Isaiah 49:16) 16 See, I have engraved you on the 
palms of my hands; God’s love for us physical, emotional, behavioral, spiritual and unconditional.  And 
God says I want you to compare the love a mother has for her child with me. God is saying, you see the 
love of mothers for their children. It is nothing compared to my love for you. You see how much a mom 
does for her children. I do even more.  Everything about my nature, everything about my glory drives me 
to you. And that is why verse 16 says, See, I have engraved you on the palms of my hands; your walls 
are ever before me. Sometimes back in ancient times, a slave would have his or her master’s name 
tattooed on their hand. But never, ever, ever would the master have the name of the slave tattooed on 
his hand. That would mean the master is devoted to the servant.  

This is how much the God is devoted to you. The word is not tattooed, the word is engraved. It is a very 
specific Hebrew word that means engraved with a hammer and a chisel or a spike. Picture in your mind 
someone out of love allowing people take a spike and use a hammer to drive write into their hand. Isn’t 
that gruesome? Doesn’t that make you squeamish? Isn’t that crazy? Crazy love. God has engraved your 
name into the palm of his hand. This is how much God loves you and is devoted to you. 



This Mother’s Day let’s remind ourselves how much God loves all the living remembering that he has 
engraved your name into the palms of his hand. Let’s remember one of the ways he shows love is by 
calling some to motherhood to model a sincere faith in Jesus and to teach the Scriptures to make people 
wise for salvation.  


