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Victory of the Lamb 
Pastor Ben Sadler 

Sermon series: David: The (im)perfect king 
Sermon: David and Jonathan 

Text: 1 Samuel 20 
 

What is the best animated movie that Disney ever made? Obviously, Toy Story. Whether is it the 
original, or Toy Story II or even Toy Story III, (for the moment we are going to pretend that they didn’t 
make the mistake of making Toy Story IV) I think these movies were some of the best that Disney ever 
made. One of the reasons I think they were so popular, was instead of telling the familiar story of the 
power of romantic love between a prince and a princess, they told the story of the power of friendship. 
Although at first Buzz and Woody seem to have nothing in common, they find a common cause in 
making their master, Andy, happy. And they were willing to make great sacrifices for each other to fulfill 
their purpose.  

I think those movies resonated with so many people because deep down we know that friendship is one 
of the greatest gifts that God could give us. And at the same time, often we don’t do what it is necessary 
to create and cultivate true friendship. Why is that? C.S. Lewis in his famous short book The Four Loves 
says, “Friendship is…the least natural of loves…Without Eros (romantic love) none of us would have 
been begotten and without Affection (familial love) none of us would have been reared; but we can 
live and breed without Friendship.” 

So according to Lewis, there doesn’t seem to be the strong biological necessity to make friendship a 
priority like we do for romance and child rearing, so we don’t make it a priority. But according to the 
book of Proverbs, friendship is essential. Proverbs 18:24 says this 24 One who has unreliable friends 
soon comes to ruin, but there is a friend who sticks closer than a brother. In other words, you need 
good friends or you’re not going to make it. If we don’t have reliable friends we will come to ruin, 
emotionally and spiritually.  

I believe this is one of the reasons why we struggle so much with mental, emotional, and spiritual health 
right now. For decades there has been a steady decline in focus of friendship. Technology has allowed us 
to be superficially connected with thousands of people but deeply connected to almost no one. So many 
of us feel absolutely alone because no one really seems to know us at a deep level. And we know very 
few at that level as well.  

Here is the good news. God’s Word will give us some answers and some direction.  We are continuing 
our sermon series David: the (Im)perfect King. And today we are going to focus on one of the most 
beautiful narratives on friendship in the whole Bible: the story of David and his best friend Jonathan. As 
we study the story of David and Jonathan, we will be able to answer this very important question: How 
do we create and cultivate Christian friends? 

But first, maybe you are wondering, “Who is Jonathan?” You’ve probably heard of David, but Jonathan 
might a new to many of you. Well, Jonathan was the son of King Saul, the first king of Israel. Now king 
Saul was zealous was zealous for his own power and glory, but his son was zealous for the glory of the 
Lord.  
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And so one day, when Jonathan was with his young amor-bearer, he decided to confront a large group 
of soldiers all by himself. He told his armor-bearer, “Come, let’s go over to the outpost of those 
uncircumcised men. Perhaps the Lord will act in our behalf. Nothing can hinder the Lord from saving, 
whether by many or by few.” (1 Samuel 14:6).  You see, Jonathan was zealous for the Lord and his glory 
and trusted that God could give him the victory. And that what God did. Jonathan, with his armor-
bearer, killed 20 Philistine soldiers all by themselves.  

But how did Jonathan, the son of King Saul, become best friends with David? Well their first interaction 
takes place in 1 Samuel 18. David had just defeated Goliath and then we read in 1 Samuel 18: 18 After 
David had finished talking with Saul, Jonathan became one in spirit with David, and he loved him as 
himself… 

Jonathan saw that he was one in spirit with David. What was it that created this deep bond of 
friendship? They were both valiant warriors, who trusted in the Lord and fought for God’s glory. And 
that common desire and common value sparked their friendship. In fact, that’s how all friendships are 
formed.  

C.S. Lewis explained it this way, “Friendship arises out of mere Companionship when two or more of 
the companions discover that they have in common some insight or interest or even taste which the 
others do not share and which, till that moment, each believed to be his own unique treasure (or 
burden). The typical expression of opening Friendship would be something like “What? You too? I 
thought I was the only one.”… -it is then that Friendship is born. 

I love that quote because is takes away the mystery of making friends. Friendship happens when two or 
more people share a common interest or truth. When they say, “You too? I thought I was the only one?” 
Lewis then goes on to explain why so many people struggle to make friends.  

He says, That is why those pathetic people (his words, not mine) who simply “want friends” can never 
make any. The very condition of having friends is that we should want something else besides 
friends…There would be nothing for the friendship to be about; and friendship must be about 
something, even if it were only an enthusiasm for dominos or white mice. Those who have nothing 
can share nothing; those who are going nowhere can have no fellow-travelers.  

That’s how David and Jonathan became best friends. They had the same zeal for the Lord. And that’s 
who we make Christian friends today. Like Buzz and Woody, found a common cause in pleasing their 
master Andy, Christians build their friendship on finding a common cause of pleasing our master, the 
Lord God. We might be different in every other way, we might listen to different music or like different 
activities, but if we follow Jesus, we will find friends who want to be fellow travelers.   

So let’s answer the first part of our opening question: How do we create Christian friends? Common 
cause of following Christ.  

That’s how we create friends, but how do we cultivate those friendships?  Well, let’s go back to the story 
of David and Jonathan. This time in 1 Samuel 20.  In this chapter, David is fleeing King Saul. Saul was a 
narcissistic, psychopath. Saul wanted complete control of Israel’s kingdom. And he was going to do 
anything to keep it. And he saw David and David’s popularity as a threat to his power and control. David 
knew this, so he told Jonathan, “Your father is trying to kill me.” At first Jonathan had a hard time 
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believing it. But finally, David convinced him that something was up. And in that moment, David and 
Jonathan made a formal covenant promise to their friendship.  

We read, 12 Then Jonathan said to David, “I swear by the Lord, the God of Israel, that I will surely 
sound out my father by this time the day after tomorrow! If he is favorably disposed toward you, will I 
not send you word and let you know? 13 But if my father intends to harm you, may the Lord deal with 
Jonathan, be it ever so severely, if I do not let you know and send you away in peace. May the Lord be 
with you as he has been with my father. 14 But show me unfailing kindness like the Lord’s kindness as 
long as I live, so that I may not be killed, 15 and do not ever cut off your kindness from my family—not 
even when the Lord has cut off every one of David’s enemies from the face of the earth.” 

16 So Jonathan made a covenant with the house of David, saying, “May the Lord call David’s enemies 
to account.” 17 And Jonathan had David reaffirm his oath out of love for him, because he loved him as 
he loved himself. 

You might not recognize it, but David and Jonathan are using formal, covenantal language to pledge 
their life-long commitment to protecting each other and their descendants that come after them. This 
kind of covenant was binding and costly. They are sacrificially committing to be kind to each other for 
generations to come.  

After making that covenant of friendship with David, Jonathan returned to his father. It was clearly 
confirmed that Saul was planning on killing David. Jonathan stood up to his father, pledging his 
allegiance to David. And he left his father’s presence to go back and speak with David.  

So we read that when David saw Jonathan come to meet him, (David) bowed down before Jonathan 
three times, with his face to the ground. Then they kissed each other and wept together—but David 
wept the most. 42 Jonathan said to David, “Go in peace, for we have sworn friendship with each other 
in the name of the Lord, saying, ‘The Lord is witness between you and me, and between your 
descendants and my descendants forever.’” Then David left, and Jonathan went back to the town. 

When David and Jonathan reunited again, they have this incredible moment together when they come 
to realize that their friendship was going to cost them more than they thought. Jonathan knew that this 
friendship meant that he was going to lose his place as the next king over Israel. And David knew that 
because of their friendship, King Saul was going to continue to try to hunt David down. They would 
continue to be best friends, but they would not be able to be in each other’s presence anymore.  

Right here we see the answer to the second part of our opening question: How do we cultivate 
Christian friends? The answer is:  Sacrificial commitment.  

On our journey through life, God will give us fellow travelers. He will give us friends. But if we want our 
friendships to be strong and lasting, we have to go deeper than just writing on someone’s Facebook 
page. We need to make personal sacrifices to commit to our friends. We might need to sacrifice time or 
money and our own agenda.  

And maybe this is where you feel convicted. I know I do. I wonder how many more friends I would have 
if I would have just sacrificially committed to the friendship. I wonder how much better my current 
friendships would be if I would have just committed sacrificially to the friendship.  
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If that’s how you feel, even David can relate. You see, when it came to his friendship with Jonathan, 
David seemed to do everything right. But a fast forward into David’s future and we will read about 
another friendship. David had another friend named Uriah. Uriah was one of David’s soldiers, who was 
listed among David’s mighty men. And yet, instead of being committed to that friendship, David had his 
friend Uriah killed so that he could cover up his sin of adultery and steal his wife. So in this case with 
Jonathan, David’s example is worth following. But even David, a man after God’s own heart was not 
always a good friend.  

That’s why we need to look to someone even greater to show us what true friendship looks like. We 
need to look to David’s greatest son, Jesus Christ. When Jesus was meeting with his closest friends the 
night before he was crucified, he told them these words: 13 Greater love has no one than this: to lay 
down one’s life for one’s friends… 15 I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his 
master’s business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I 
have made known to you. 16 You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you so that you 
might go and bear fruit… (John 15 selected verses) 

Essentially what Jesus is saying, to take a line from Toy Story, You have a friend in me. When in comes to 
Jesus you will always have a friend in him. He proved is friendship by laying down his life for you. He 
chose you to be his own, to be his friend. And because of his sacrifice you have become a friends of God. 
At some level, all our earthly friendships will struggle, but you will always have a friend in Jesus.  

And because Jesus was that kind of friend for us, that is what we want to do for others. If we want to 
create and cultivate real Christian friends, we need to make the necessary commitments. We need to 
become the kind of people who Lay down your life for your friends. That is the takeaway for today. Be 
the kind of person that makes the necessary sacrifices to create and cultivate good Christian friends.  

How are you going to do that? Just like David and Jonathan did. Sacrifice real time and real money to 
create and cultivate Christian friends and you join together to pursue Christ.  The ways that we try to 
make this happen at Victory is through Life Groups and through the Men’s and Women’s mentoring 
programs. Both the Life Groups and the Men’s and Women’s mentoring groups will be kicking off in 
September. But if you don’t want to do either of those, just find other people who want to pursue good 
and godly goals with you.  

We all have busy schedules. We all have lots of responsibilities. For many of us, we don’t make 
friendship a priority. We just don’t see why it could be so important. We don’t do what is necessary to 
create and cultivate good Christian friends. But friendship is necessary. You just can’t get through life 
without it. So join with fellow Christians in your common cause to follow Jesus. Make the necessary 
sacrifices to cultivate deep friendships that will take you to “infinity and beyond”. Become the kind of 
person that says, “You have a friend in me.” 

 


