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Victory of the Lamb // August 22, 2021 // David: the (im)Perfect King 

Pastor Forrest Bivens // David and Absalom 

2 Sam 15:1-14 In the course of time, Absalom provided himself with a chariot and horses 
and with fifty men to run ahead of him. 2 He would get up early and stand by the side of the 
road leading to the city gate. Whenever anyone came with a complaint to be placed before 
the king for a decision, Absalom would call out to him, “What town are you from?” He 
would answer, “Your servant is from one of the tribes of Israel.” 3 Then Absalom would say 
to him, “Look, your claims are valid and proper, but there is no representative of the king 
to hear you.” 4 And Absalom would add, “If only I were appointed judge in the land! Then 
everyone who has a complaint or case could come to me and I would see that they receive 
justice.” 5 Also, whenever anyone approached him to bow down before him, Absalom 
would reach out his hand, take hold of him and kiss him. 6 Absalom behaved in this way 
toward all the Israelites who came to the king asking for justice, and so he stole the hearts 
of the people of Israel.  
7 At the end of four years, Absalom said to the king, “Let me go to Hebron and fulfill a vow 
I made to the Lord. 8 While your servant was living at Geshur in Aram, I made this vow: ‘If 
the Lord takes me back to Jerusalem, I will worship the Lord in Hebron.’ ” 9 The king said 
to him, “Go in peace.” So he went to Hebron. 10 Then Absalom sent secret messengers 
throughout the tribes of Israel to say, “As soon as you hear the sound of the trumpets, then 
say, ‘Absalom is king in Hebron.’ ” 11 Two hundred men from Jerusalem had accompanied 
Absalom. They had been invited as guests and went quite innocently, knowing nothing 
about the matter. 12 While Absalom was offering sacrifices, he also sent for Ahithophel the 
Gilonite, David’s counselor, to come from Giloh, his hometown. And so the conspiracy 
gained strength, and Absalom’s following kept on increasing. 13 A messenger came and told 
David, “The hearts of the people of Israel are with Absalom.” 14 Then David said to all his 
officials who were with him in Jerusalem, “Come! We must flee, or none of us will escape 
from Absalom. We must leave immediately, or he will move quickly to overtake us and 
bring ruin on us and put the city to the sword.”  

Have you read Victor Hugo’s novel, Les Misérables? Since it’s 1500 pages long most of us 
probably only know the play or movie. One of the most discussed and remembered parts of the 
book? The history & design of the sewer system of Paris. There’s 15 to 20 pages on the sewer 
system! But it’s valuable information to understand events that follow. And the same thing is 
true about today’s focus on “David the (Im)perfect King.” Today we take a look at David’s 
relationship to his children, especially with his rebellious son Absalom. Like the sewer system of 
Paris or any other city, it’s not pretty. Sometimes it stinks, a lot. But there is value in reviewing 
this information so that we might apply lessons learned to our own lives and families. 

When we first started this sermon series on David we heard something profound that the Lord 
told Samuel when Samuel was not yet sure young David was the one to be anointed king of 
Israel. It’s 1 Samuel 16:7, “People look at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at 
the heart.” When we look at each other and our families, there’s a lot that we may see – but we 
do not see everything. We cannot look into hearts or accurately know attitudes or motivations. 
And there’s something else we cannot always see: the burdens and heartaches that those around 
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us carry with them every day. This applies to everyone around us in a general way, of course, but 
in a special way this is true among Christians. Jesus made this clear when he said: 

Luke 9:23, Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross 
daily and follow me. 

Every believer is asked by our Lord to bear some kind of cross. It might be physical challenge, 
emotional struggle, financial concerns, or social hardships, or family issues that don’t get 
resolved right away. Bearing our cross have nothing at all to do with getting saved or gaining 
forgiveness or obtaining God’s love. We already have that. Bearing crosses has everything to do 
with being treated as forgiven sinners, remaining dearly loved children, and being disciplined to 
learn perseverance and gain proven, tested character. It’s being kept fit for daily life as God’s 
representatives on earth. 

Now let’s focus on King David’s family and especially his relationship with his children. How or 
why did David’s family become the stinky “sewer system” that we read about in the Bible? How 
could family relationships of David, “the man after the Lord’s heart,” become so disappointing? 
And since stinky aspects of life will also surface in our lives, let’s learn how to respond to that. 
Let’s put it this way:  

When our lives as saints start to stink . . . then what? 

In the limited time we have this morning we want to consider practical guidance on how to react 
to that sad reality. Here is the first practical advice: 

When our lives as saints start to stink . . . then what? 

1. Reject the idea of false guilt 

“False guilt” refers to believers carrying burdened, guilty consciences even though God has 
made it clear they are forgiven and don’t need to be burdened with guilt and shame. Some Bible 
students think this may have played a role in David’s family troubles. False guilt tends to be very 
“me-centered,” rather than God-centered. The focus is more on how I feel, my emotions, my 
perspective rather than on God’s promises and love for me. And David showed some of this, 
especially when Absalom’s rebellion failed and Absalom was killed in battle. Remember how 
David reacted? When he first heard Absalom was dead,  

2 Samuel 18:33, The king was shaken. He went up to the room over the gateway and wept. 
As he went, he said: “O my son Absalom! My son, my son Absalom! If only I had died 
instead of you—O Absalom, my son, my son! 

This sad, emotional outburst continued throughout the day! When David’s army returned, they 
were not greeted or thanked or encouraged to thank God for the military victory. Rather, they 
were ignored, and we are told: 

2 Samuel 19:3-4, The men stole into the city that day as men steal in who are ashamed 
when they flee from battle. 4 The king covered his face and cried aloud, “O my son 
Absalom! O Absalom, my son, my son!”  
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We do not know if David was suffering from false guilt. One of the things that he was so good at 
during most of his life was rejoicing in God’s grace and being quick to repent and enjoy the 
assurances of forgiveness. And last week, when the prophet Nathan confronted David with his 
sins of adultery and murder, this was part of that conversation: 

2 Samuel 12:13, Then David said to Nathan, “I have sinned against the Lord.” Nathan 
replied, “The Lord has taken away your sin. You are not going to die.” 

So maybe false guilt wasn’t David’s major problem. But because it happens so often among 
God’s people, it’s worth mentioning today. Borrowing from my own personal experience, let me 
put it this way; 

We all have our “red front door in Tucson” 

to attack our consciences. When I was in high school in Tucson – over 60 years ago – I was 
riding in a car with 3 or 4 high school friends. And because one of them had a grievance against 
a girl at the high school, we all stopped at her house long enough to sneak up to the front door of 
her home and paint it red. I am still clueless about which friend had the grievance, who the girl 
was, or even where her home was. But I still sometimes think of that red door because I was part 
of a sinful activity that night and never apologized to them. I have long ago put that sin at the 
foot of the cross and thank God for his forgiveness for the sake of Jesus – and I have often 
prayed that God bless that family and give them the ability not to live in hate or seek revenge – 
but my point is that it’s still in my memory after so many decades!! This is how sin works if we 
take our focus off of God’s grace and Christ’s work for us.  

What’s your red front door? This can be anything from lies that we told people years ago, the sin 
of unfaithfulness to our marriage partner, living with the memory of an abortion, some bad 
examples we gave to our children or grandchildren when we were having a spiritual crisis, giving 
false information on income tax returns, or so many unkind words and selfish attitudes that may 
have expressed in our homes, at work, in school, while with family and friends or total strangers.  

Here is a passage I have used when counseling people for many years – and a passage I often 
repeat to myself too: 

Romans 8:1-3, Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ 
Jesus,  because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit who gives life has set you free 
from the law of sin and death. For what the law was powerless to do because it was 
weakened by the flesh, God did by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh to be a 
sin offering. 

“There is no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.” That is the comfort we want to 
return to everyday. To put it another way:  

“If God has saved you out of a sewer, don’t dive back in and swim around.”  

That’s quite a picture, isn’t it? Distasteful. And here’s another use of picture language God used: 
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Micah 7:18-19, Who is a God like you, who forgives guilt . . . He does not hold onto his 
anger forever. He delights in showing mercy. . . . You will throw all their sins into the 
depths of the sea.  

(And it has often been said, “And he posted a no fishing sign there.”) 

Let’s return to our main focus for today:  

When our lives as saints start to stink . . . then what? 

1. Reject the idea of false guilt 
2. Receive the blessing of divine discipline 

Sometimes the term “disciplinary consequences of sin” is used. This is not divine punishments, 
but fatherly discipline to accomplish other purposes. They have been with us from the beginning. 
Adam and Eve were banned from Eden after they disobeyed God and despite their being 
forgiven.  Moses was forced to leave Egypt after killing an Egyptian slave master without divine 
command. Moses was not allowed into the promised land after failing to give God glory. In 
people’s lives today, sinful misuse of drugs and alcohol can leave forgiven believers with 
damaged body parts and compromised health despite their heavenly citizenship. Parental neglect 
of discipline or responsibility, unfaithful attitudes or activities by a marriage partner, or repeated 
acts of unkindness, rudeness, or loveless activity by siblings can also result in years of suspicion, 
alienation, or grief even if the Holy Spirit has brought about genuine repentance with full 
forgiveness.  

God is fully able to use these negative consequences in many ways – and he does. He strengthens 
his children through discipline, defends his own reputation from being mocked, and often 
through painful experiences draws people to the comfort only the unconditional gospel can 
supply.  Wise counsel is given in Proverbs 3 is repeated for us in  

Hebrews 12:5-7  Do not make light of the Lord’s discipline, and do not lose heart when he 
rebukes you, 6 because the Lord disciplines the one he loves, and he chastens everyone he 
accepts as his son.” 7 Endure hardship as discipline; God is treating you as his children.  

Take another look at King David. Recall the conversation that was part of last week’s focus, as 
the prophet Nathan: 

2 Samuel 12:9-14, You [David] struck down Uriah the Hittite with the sword and took his 
wife to be your own. You killed him with the sword of the Ammonites. Now, therefore, the 
sword will never depart from your house, because you despised me and took the wife of 
Uriah the Hittite to be your own.  

Was David 100% forgiven? Yes. Did his gracious God still love him? Yes. But along with divine 
love and forgiveness came disciplinary consequences. And it included what would become a 
largely dysfunctional family, with children who were guilty of sexual immorality and bloodshed. 
It wasn’t only Absalom. The mention of other sons of David, Amnon and Adonijah, is enough 
for Bible students to feel the pain the family felt. This was a cross David had to bear until the end 
of his life.  
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It is possible that King David did privately address the sins of his children. It is also possible 
that, with a ton of regret, looked at all the misbehavior and hurt and thought, “I am thankful for 
forgiveness and the assurances that the Savior will eventually come from my family, but I will 
bear these disciplinary consequences of the Lord’s choosing. They are sent to me in love.” This 
is what both Old and New Testament encourages us to do. Look again at the words: 

Hebrews 12:5-7  Do not make light of the Lord’s discipline, and do not lose heart when he 
rebukes you, 6 because the Lord disciplines the one he loves, and he chastens everyone he 
accepts as his son.” 7 Endure hardship as discipline; God is treating you as his children.  

And now, for the final guidance for suffering saints: 

When our lives as saints start to stink . . . then what? 

1. Reject the idea of false guilt 
2. Receive the blessing of divine discipline 
3. Rejoice in God’s unconditional grace 

There are the names of other children of David that are not mentioned in these sections that 
we’ve been looking at today. One is Solomon, who ultimately succeeded David as King in 
Jerusalem. More than that, through Solomon’s descendants, traced in Matthew chapter 1, we’ll 
find Joseph of Nazareth, the legal father of Jesus of Nazareth. Another is Nathan, a son perhaps 
named after the prophet Nathan, who served David and his family so faithfully. Through 
Nathan’s descendants, traced in Luke chapter 3, we’ll find Mary of Nazareth, the biological 
mother of Jesus.  Both legally and socially as well as biologically. Jesus is the Son of David and 
Messiah firmly promised and faithfully provided for a world of sinners.  

He became a human being like us, and lived as a human under divine law and subject to the 
discipline of the Father like us. He was a man of sorrows, familiar with grief, especially because 
our guilt was transferred to him to be dealt with to God’s satisfaction. His death was not only 
horribly painful physically but also unimaginably painful in his soul or spirit because God 
abandoned him as punishment for our sins. No wonder we make that Son of David our main 
focus! What he did for us is unconditional good news, no strings attached, and given to us fully 
in undeserved love or grace.  

And this lifts us up above false guilt because it affirms unchanging forgiveness and keeps us 
from manufacturing false guilt. And this leads us to be so sure of God love that when we are 
disciplined, we don’t lose heart and give thanks that stinking burdens remain special blessings 
chosen for us by a Father whose love endures forever.  

2 Corinthians 2:14, But thanks be to God, who always leads us in triumphal procession in 
Christ and through us spreads everywhere the fragrance of the knowledge of him.  

Aspects of our lives may stink, but the dominant reality is that saints smell fragrant we rejoice 
and share with others the good news centered in Jesus Christ. Let us pray . . . 


