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Series: David (im)perfect King  // Text: 2 Samuel 6:1-15 

 
6 David again brought together all the able young men of Israel—thirty thousand. 2 He and all his men 
went to Baalah in Judah to bring up from there the ark of God, which is called by the Name, the name 
of the Lord Almighty, who is enthroned between the cherubim on the ark. 3 They set the ark of God on 
a new cart and brought it from the house of Abinadab, which was on the hill. Uzzah and Ahio, sons of 
Abinadab, were guiding the new cart 4 with the ark of God on it, and Ahio was walking in front of 
it. 5 David and all Israel were celebrating with all their might before the Lord, with castanets, harps, 
lyres, timbrels, sistrums and cymbals. 

6 When they came to the threshing floor of Nakon, Uzzah reached out and took hold of the ark of God, 
because the oxen stumbled. 7 The Lord’s anger burned against Uzzah because of his irreverent 
act; therefore God struck him down, and he died there beside the ark of God. 

8 Then David was angry because the Lord’s wrath had broken out against Uzzah, and to this day that 
place is called Perez Uzzah. 

9 David was afraid of the Lord that day and said, “How can the ark of the Lord ever come to me?” 10 He 
was not willing to take the ark of the Lord to be with him in the City of David. Instead, he took it to the 
house of Obed-Edom the Gittite. 11 The ark of the Lord remained in the house of Obed-Edom the 
Gittite for three months, and the Lord blessed him and his entire household. 

12 Now King David was told, “The Lord has blessed the household of Obed-Edom and everything he 
has, because of the ark of God.” So David went to bring up the ark of God from the house of Obed-
Edom to the City of David with rejoicing. 13 When those who were carrying the ark of the Lord had 
taken six steps, he sacrificed a bull and a fattened calf. 14 Wearing a linen ephod, David was 
dancing before the Lord with all his might, 15 while he and all Israel were bringing up the ark of 
the Lord with shouts and the sound of trumpets. 

The church is a hospital for sinners. I’ve been saying that for years because I believe it is one of the best 
ways to describe the work of the church. Just like you go to a hospital when you are sick, you come to 
church when you realize you are sick with sin and need healing. Just like everyone is welcome at a 
hospital, so also, everyone is welcome at church.  

But there is one other way that the church is like a hospital. And this might be more of a challenge for 
us. Just like in a hospital, the work that doctors do is serious work. It is a matter of life and death. So also 
the work that we are doing here at Victory is serious work. It is a matter of life and death.  

And that is not something that we always seem to see. Certainly, we want to be welcoming just like a 
hospital, but maybe we might confuse welcoming with casual. Our relationship with God and our 
worship with him is serious business. It is a matter of eternal life and death.  

Today we are continuing our sermon series David: The (im)Perfect King. And today we are going to 
focus on how David worshipped the Lord. And we are going to answer the question: How are we to 
worship the Almighty God? 

And to answer that question we are going to look at 2 Samuel 6. Before we dive into our text, let’s take a 
moment to explain where we are in the story of David. As a young boy David was anointed by Samuel to 
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mark him as a future king of Israel. Although he knew that he would be king, he did not seize a place of 
power, even when he could have killed King Saul. Instead, he trusted in God’s plan and God’s timing. 
And that’s what actually happened. When King Saul died, the people chose David and not Saul’s 
successor to be king.  

When David became king, his first order of business was to reestablish worship to the one true God. 
During the reign of Saul, worship had been neglected. But David was going to be different. To reestablish 
worship, David needed to bring the Ark of the Covenant back to Jerusalem. What was the Ark of the 
Covenant? Five hundred years before David, God commanded Moses to build this golden box. Inside the 
box was a few memorial items that reminded God’s people of God’s power. There was a jar a manna, 
the stone tablets with the 10 commandments, and Aaron the Priest’s staff. On top of the Ark were two 
angelic statues called cherubim. It was said that God used this box as his a representation of his throne 
room. He would enthrone his presence on top of this Ark. And so this is what he did David again 
brought together all the able young men of Israel—thirty thousand. 2 He and all his men went to 
Baalah in Judah to bring up from there the ark of God, which is called by the Name, the name of 
the Lord Almighty, who is enthroned between the cherubim on the ark. (2 Samuel 6:1-2) David got 
30,000 men together to go to the Ark. He was not looking to start a battle. He was looking to start a 
processional.  

Next David makes plans to transfer the Ark to Jerusalem. 3 They set the ark of God on a new cart and 
brought it from the house of Abinadab, which was on the hill. Uzzah and Ahio, sons of Abinadab, were 
guiding the new cart 4 with the ark of God on it, and Ahio was walking in front of it.(2 Samuel 6:3-4) 
The Ark was being stored at a man’s house, named Abinadab. David tells Abinadab’s sons, Uzzah and 
Ahio, to put the Ark on a new cart and have an ox pull the cart with Ark on it.  

This seems to make perfect sense. The terrain around Jerusalem is hills and valleys and the Ark was 
covered in pure gold, so it was heavy. And Abinabad’s sons would have been familiar with the Ark 
because it was at their house. It would only make sense to have them put it on a cart and guide it 
through the hills and valleys of Jerusalem.  

So they start guiding the ox with the Ark towards Jerusalem, and the people are excited. It’s like the 
deer district during the NBA finals. We read: 5 David and all Israel were celebrating with all their might 
before the Lord, with castanets, harps, lyres, timbrels, sistrums and cymbals. (2 Samuel 6:5) They can’t 
believe this is happening. The presence of God is finally being brought back into their city.  

But then we read, 6 When they came to the threshing floor of Nakon, Uzzah reached out and took hold 
of the ark of God, because the oxen stumbled. 7 The Lord’s anger burned against Uzzah because of his 
irreverent act; therefore God struck him down, and he died there beside the ark of God. (2 Samuel 6:6-
7) That got out of hand quickly. Uzzah is leading the ox down through this threshing floor. The ox 
stumbles a little. Uzzah sees the Ark shake. And his reaction is to brace the Ark so that it doesn’t tip over 
and fall to the ground. Because he touched the Ark, God’s anger burns against him and he falls down 
and dies. And the music stops. The celebration is over. There is an eerie silence as the people slowly 
disperse to their homes. David is upset because of what happened. He is scared of God and the Ark. And 
so he decides to store the Ark at the home of Oben-Edom.  

So what is this all about? Why would God strike Uzzah down for stabilizing the Ark? What was he 
supposed to do? Let the Ark fall to the ground?  
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Well, when you go back to the book of Numbers, you’ll find that Uzzah should never have been near the 
Ark in the first place. In Numbers chapter 4, Moses gave very specific instructions on how the Ark of the 
Covenant was to be transported. The Ark was never to be put on a cart, even a new cart. The Ark was 
made with golden rings so that it could be carried with wooden poles. And not just anybody could 
transport he Ark. It had to be a Levite, the priestly tribe of Israel. And the person had to be from the 
unique clan of the Levites, the Kohathites.  

Why did God have so many rules when it came to transporting the Ark of the Covenant? Well, 
remember the Ark represented the presence of God. And God is holy and pure. There is no sin in him. In 
fact, sin and wickedness cannot even be in his presence.  

Maybe I can explain it this way. Do you know how you can destroy mold? Put it out in the sun. Mold 
grows in the dark, but it dies in the light. The same is true about God. God is the like sun. He is pure and 
bright and holy. And we are covered inside and out with the mold of sin. We cannot survive the bright-
hot, pure presence of God. He purity destroys us because he is so good.  

David knew the laws of God. He knew why God gave those laws. But instead of honoring the holiness of 
God, David chose to be pragmatic and efficient. Instead of being reverent towards the presence of God 
and having the Ark carried the way that God prescribed, he was pragmatic and just had Abinadab’s sons 
guide the ark on a cart with an ox. And because of David’s irreverence and pragmatism, Uzzah died that 
day.  

This teaches us something about how we are to worship God. First, we need to know: God is holy and 
pure. There is no evil or wickedness in him. In fact, evil and wickedness cannot even be in his presence. 
When we come to worship we are coming into the holy presence of God. And so How are we to worship 
the Almighty God? 

Worship the Lord in reverent fear.  

I remember growing up watching some of the older members of the church. When they entered church 
some of them, before they sat down in their pew, would kneel and pray to God. After they took 
Communion they would do something similar; they would kneel before God and pray.  

Now I’m not saying we need to follow any of those practices, but maybe we could learn something from 
those who have gone before us. We live in such a casual culture. And for the most part, I really like that. 
I like to dress casual at the office and at church. But we need to find our own way to rediscover a 
reverent fear of God. Maybe when we walk into church, we speak a silent prayer confessing our sins 
before our holy God. Before we take Communion, we pause to acknowledge God’s holiness and our 
sinfulness. We cannot waltz into God’s presence as if he is just our buddy. He is the holy and almighty 
God, the Creator of the Heaven and the Earth, who will one day judge the living and the dead. So, 
worship him in reverent fear. 

Some of you might be thinking, “Yeah, but this is an Old Testament story. That’s how God was in the Old 
Testament”. Well, if that is how you feel, let me read to you a verse from the New Testament, from the 
Apostle Peter, a disciple of Jesus, Since you call on a Father who judges each person’s 
work impartially, live out your time as foreigners here in reverent fear. (1 Peter 1:17) 
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Let’s not be efficient or casual with our worship. Let’s not be pragmatic. Let’s come to the house of the 
Lord knowing that we are entering into the holy presence of God. Let’s worship the Lord God Almighty 
in reverent fear.  

But that is not the end of the story. After the Ark of the Covenant has been at the house of Obed-Edom 
for about three months, King David hears that God is not destroying Obed’s house and family, but that 
God’s presence is blessing Obed’s house. So King David decides, “Let’s give this another shot. Let’s try 
again and bring the Ark of the Covenant into Jerusalem.”  

We read in 1 Chronicles that David decided to follow God’s word this time. It says, Then David said, “No 
one but the Levites may carry the ark of God, because the Lord chose them to carry the ark of 
the Lord and to minister before him forever… “You are the heads of the Levitical families; you and 
your fellow Levites are to consecrate yourselves and bring up the ark of the Lord, the God of Israel, to 
the place I have prepared for it. 13 It was because you, the Levites, did not bring it up the first time that 
the Lord our God broke out in anger against us. We did not inquire of him about how to do it in the 
prescribed way.”   

So David no longer worshipped God in a pragmatic, efficient, casual way. He followed the way that God 
prescribed. And so when we turn back to our text in 2 Samuel 6 we read, When those who were 
carrying the ark of the Lord had taken six steps, he sacrificed a bull and a fattened calf. So now instead 
of putting the Ark on a cart, the Levites are carrying the Ark on poles. Instead of using an ox to make the 
transportation more efficient, he is sacrificing a bull every six steps, to show complete reverence and 
devotion to the holy presence of God.  

But that’s not all. We also read, 14 Wearing a linen ephod, David was dancing before the Lord with all 
his might, 15 while he and all Israel were bringing up the ark of the Lord with shouts and the sound of 
trumpets. David followed the prescribed ways of transporting the Ark, but he also celebrated God’s 
presence with dancing and singing and shouting. And all the Israelites joined in. David knew that his God 
was compassionate and gracious. A God who forgives our sins and heals our diseases. And so the only 
way that could think of responding was with joyful singing and shouting and praising. In fact, David was 
so over the top with his dancing and singing that we read later this wife was embarrassed of her 
husband.   

That teaches us something else about how we are to see God. Yes, God is holy and pure but also full of 
mercy and love. Maybe I could explain it this way. Remember I said that the church is a hospital for 
sinners and that we are sick sinners who come to this hospital to get well? I want you to imagine that 
you are going to a hospital to have life-saving surgery. You have cancer, but the doctor is going to do 
surgery and get it all out. Right before surgery you meet the surgeon and he is in dirty clothes. You shake 
his hand and his hands are dirty. He tells you he just got done washing the hospital toilets and you don’t 
think he washed his hands. Do you really want this dirty doctor opening you up and sticking his bacteria 
filled hands into your open wound? No, you want a doctor who is wearing his clean and sterile clothes 
with surgical gloves. You want a doctor who is clean and pure to work on you.  

And that is what you have in Jesus. He is clean and pure, but also full of mercy and love. He has not been 
contaminated by sin. And he has come to cure you of your sin, to make you clean and pure through his 
work on the cross and his resurrection.  
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And so we look at who Jesus really is and that tells us how we are to worship him. How are we to 
worship the Almighty God?  Worship in reverent fear and exuberant joy.  That is the balance that we 
are trying to strike here at Victory. We have moments of silence when we confess our sins and prepare 
for communion. We want to come to God with a repentant, humble heart. But we also want to 
celebrate his love and mercy to us in Jesus. And so we stand and we sing and we clap and we rejoice. 
And I want to encourage you to do that today.  

When David sang and danced before the Lord, he was so over the top that his wife was embarrassed of 
him. But he didn’t care. He was worshiping the Lord with a heart filled with joy. Can I encourage you to 
do that same? When we close our service today, we are going to stand like we always do. Would you 
join me in singing with everything that is in you. Sing, dance, clap with exuberant joy because the holy 
and pure God has given his purity to you.  

The church is a hospital for sinners. We are all sick with sin and regret. And we come to the great and 
holy physician Jesus Christ and he makes us well. We come as we are, but we don’t stay as we are. We 
leave here healed and loved and forgiven. So worship our holy God with me. Sing to the Lord a new song 
with your new heart in a new way. Worship the Lord in reverent fear and exuberant joy. Amen.  

 


