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If you were to write an autobiography, what are some of the chapter names and events you would 
include. I would probably include the glory days of high school sports and college coaching. There would 
be a chapter on studying to be a pastor in college and of course the Seminary. I would write a chapter on 
being the husband and father. I would probably leave out the parts of emptiness growing up as a kid, 
the confused part of high school, the rebellious part in college, the bored to death in Seminary Hebrew 
part, and the part where Jacky was a single parent. In other words, you would not get the truth.  

That is what is so amazing about the Bible. One of the things that is so amazing about the Bible is that it 
demonstrates authenticity by being transparent even when the transparent is for less than flattering to 
the point of showing corruption and evil. The Bible is just really clear on the good, the bad, and the ugly. 
Story line of a soap opera, television show, story line of David’s life, Character flaws – Bible is honest – it 
tells about the good, the bad, and the ugly.  

Today we are going to look at David’s life and see the good, the bad, and the ugly but not in that order.  

As we tune into David’s life, it hasn’t always been easy but he has gone out and fought battle after 
battle. He is heroic. He is the conquering king. He is honored. He is respected. He is trusted. He is rich. 
He is honest. He is a man of great character. It says this: 2 Samuel 11:1 In the spring, at the time when 
kings go off to war, David sent Joab out with the king’s men and the whole Israelite army. When the 
King, hear David, go out to war, David didn’t go. He stayed at home. We are not told why he stayed at 
home. But this we know; it wasn’t time for David to stay at home.  

On one of those nights when David was at home and couldn’t sleep. So he went out and walked out on 
the roof, Keep in mind the roofs in the desert are flat and not a pitch like ours are, there is no much rain 
so no need for run off. So he is out walking on his roof looking at the stars and all the heavenly bodies 
when he saw a heavenly body.  A beautiful woman. We are not told how long he looked at her from a 
distance but it was too long. And David thought it was too long to look at her from a distance too. He 
wanted to see her up close and personal.  

He sends some of his staff to find out who this beautiful woman is. They find out and share this report: 
She is Bathsheba, the wife of – those three words, the wife of – ought to have been enough for David to 
say off limits, no dice, don’t even need to meet her. And if those three words weren’t enough then the 
next few words should have been even more clear – the wife of Uriah, the Hittite. Uriah is one of David’s 
top fighting men. A valiant soldier. David depended on Uriah.  

David knew right where Uriah was and what he was doing. And that should have kept him in line but 
again he knew right where he was at and what he was doing and so David convinced himself he had a 
window of opportunity. 

And Bathsheba is taken to the King’s palace. And David, the King, treats her like an object and abuses 
her.  To be blunt, the King David rapes her.   

But before we go on: Have you ever made a decision that positioned you in the wrong place at the 
wrong time with temptation and sin calling you by name? And you gave in. You did what you knew was 
wrong. You excused and justified it. You did it.  You said it was no big deal. What choices are you making 



that for some reason if someone else were making them, you would go don’t do it, that’s stupid, but 
because you are making them, they are somehow ok or not that bad If it wasn’t difficult, it wouldn’t be a 
temptation from Satan. God will give you a way. 1 Corinthians 10:13 No temptation has 
overtaken you except what is common to mankind. And God is faithful; he will not 
let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you are tempted, he will also provide a way 
out so that you can endure it.  

Bewildered, used, ashamed, and humiliated You may think it is no big deal. Just a little seed of 
sin/indiscretion but it will turn into a crop of sewage., of no fault of her own, Bathsheba goes back 
home. A few weeks later, Bathsheba sends word to David, “I am pregnant.”  

David first response was not rated PG 13. And if you thought things were disgusting before, and I hope 
you did, David is about to multiply ugly times ugly as he begins to try to cover up his sin.   

David tries to cover up his uncovering of Bathsheba by conceiving a plan to have Uriah come home from 
the battlefield so that he can sleep with his wife. The baby will be born about a month early but that 
happens sometimes and it will all be good and nobody will know. Uriah, David’s honorable and valiant 
solder comes home and reports to David. As the two are talking David is struggling to pay attention to 
what Uriah is saying because he is distracted by his ulterior motives.   

Finally, David sends Uriah home but Uriah doesn’t go home later stating he can’t enjoy the pleasure of 
his wife and home while the ark of God is in the middle of nowhere and his follow soldiers are sleeping 
on the weeds and rocks of the desert with their lives on the line. 

David is sent into a whirlwind of thought because he has evil not honor on his mind. Plan 2 looks like 
this: The King is going to throw a feast with Uriah favorite IPA’s and single barrel whiskey. He is going to 
get Uriah trashed and then send him home. But no dice. Uriah, even drunk, shows way more character 
than the king.  

And this means 3 strikes and you are out Uriah. David multiplies the ugly times ugly again. He writes a 
letter and gives it to Uriah to take back to the general. The letter says, put Uriah in the front lines and 
when the battle is waging, have all the troops retreat without him knowing anything about it, so he will 
get killed. Uriah faithfully and valiantly and unaware takes his own personal death sentence and hands it 
Joab, the general. The general carries out the King’s orders, not knowing why the orders came only that 
they are king’s order and Uriah along with other innocent soldiers die in battle. 

How have you tried to cover up your sins? Are you playing the cover up game? Maybe it looks like 
rationalizing it – as in everybody is doing it. Maybe it looks like only telling your parents or your spouse 
part of the truth. Deleting your search history or texts. Playing oblivious to what is happening. 
Miscellaneous on an expense report. Blaming it on someone else or the dog like Jacky’s daughter did 
when she was caught writing on the walls with crayon. 

What David is about to find out, and what we are about to find out if you don’t’ know it already, is you 
are free to make choices, but you are not free to choose your consequences. Satan wants us to think our 
sins will not be found out, that our sins will not find us out, that if we get caught it wouldn’t be that big 
of deal. Some of us have fallen for that in the past, haven’t we? Are you living in that lie today? 



2 Samuel 11:27 the thing David had done displeased the LORD. God sends the prophet Nathan to David. 
Who tells David this horrible tale of how a rich man who had everything, had a friend come to visit. The 
rich man was overjoyed to have his friend visit. He couldn’t wait to have a big party for him. But instead 
of taking one of his own sheep to smoke on the Traeger he took his poor neighbors only lamb and put 
that on the smoker instead. After David heard the story, 2 Samuel 12:5 David burned with anger against 
the man and said to Nathan, “As surely as the LORD lives, the man who did this must die! 

And Nathan says to himself, that is what I thought you would say. And Then Nathan said to David, “You 
are the man! This is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: ‘I anointed you king over Israel, and I 
delivered you from the hand of Saul. 8 I gave your master’s house to you, and your master’s wives into 
your arms. I gave you all Israel and Judah. And if all this had been too little, I would have given you 
even more. 9 Why did you despise the word of the LORD by doing what is evil in his eyes? You struck 
down Uriah the Hittite with the sword and took his wife to be your own. You killed him with the 
sword of the Ammonites. 10 Now, therefore, the sword will never depart from your house, because 
you despised me and took the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be your own.’ 

David is discovered, and his sin is found out. He is exposed, with all the corruption, the abuse, the 
murder, the deceit, the hypocrisy, the filth, the evil, the guilt, the shame and relief. David had been 
running with the devil and it was gnawing away at him. Psalm 32: 3,4 When I kept silent, my bones 
wasted away through my groaning all day long. 4 For day and night your hand was heavy on me; my 
strength was sapped as in the heat of summer. Do you have any uneasiness in your life? If so, have you 
stopped to consider that maybe it is caused by your attempts to handle your guilt by ignoring it, 
rationalizing it, or just running away from it, trying to compensate for it. The stress of regret, guilt, and 
shame will wear you out. And they will come crashing down on you. When David when is in the cover up 
stage this what his life looked like: Psalm 32:3 When I kept silent, my bones wasted away through my 
groaning all day long. 

Then David said to Nathan, “I have sinned against the LORD. “Nathan replied, “The LORD has taken 
away your sin. You are not going to die. 14 But because by doing this you have shown utter contempt 
for[a] the LORD, the son born to you will die.” David knew he deserved to die. The wages of sin is death. 
As much as our culture preaches toleration and acceptance it also preaches there must be a price for 
inappropriate attitude, behavior, and words. We see it today in our culture. The sin of others must be 
condemned. Injustices must be condemned.  

Understand this wasn’t lip service I am sorry. This isn’t a four-year-old telling a three-year-old I am sorry 
because Mom said to say, “Say you’re sorry.” David wasn’t blaming someone else for what he did. This 
wasn’t sorry as in I am sorry, I got caught and now I feel bad because I got caught. He didn’t try to 
defend himself. David didn’t make excuses. He didn’t act like everything was ok. There were no 
qualifiers, nor bargaining with God, no I will do this to earn, get or keep you favor. No trying to escape 
the earthly consequences of sin. Simply, yet powerfully, simply yet honestly, I have sinned against the 
Lord. Confession is agreeing with God that what you say it right and good. Repentance is a change of 
mind. 

David didn’t ask for forgiveness for his adultery or murder, he went a step deeper by asking for a clean 
heart. In Psalm 51:10 Create in me a pure heart, O God.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Samuel%2012&version=NIV#fen-NIV-8301a


What heart sins do you need to repent of? Psalm 139 Search me, God, and know my heart; test me and 
know my anxious thoughts. 24 See if there is any offensive way in me, and lead me in the way 
everlasting.  

When you admit confess that God is right about your sin, you know that you are forgiven and you are 
willing to accept any earthly consequences that may come your way. For example, if you speed you may 
still have to pay the speeding ticket. If you come clean about stealing from work, you may still lose your 
ob. If  you commit adultery, you may still lose your marriage. But you are forgiven 

David failed miserably. 1. staying away from war. 2. Raped Bathsheba, Uriah’s wife, 3. covering it up by 
sending for Uriah, 4. getting Uriah drunk, 5. writing the death note. And while there were consequences 
to his sin, the baby died, the sword didn’t leave his house, his failure wasn’t final.  

Adam and Eve tried to cover up with their sin with fig leaves David had tried to save face by trying to 
cover his sin. And we have done the same thing. We too have failed miserably and have skeletons in the 
closet trying to save our reputation. But none of our sins are uncovered before God. And this is what 
God does: God has covered your sins up in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. There are no 
charges against you. Jesus was charged and found guilty in your place. Jesus lost his face, his reputation 
for us in our place. He was numbered with the sinners because he was carrying your sins and mine. 
Jesus gave up his reputation on the cross so you can live with reputation of being forgiven and loved.  

Your sin isn’t final. Sin doesn’t have the last word. God does. He is the word of life. Looking back on the 
train wrecks in your life know deep in your heart God is more eager to forgive than we are to be 
forgiven. God wants to give you peace even more than you want peace. Jesus wants you home even 
more than you want to be home. Our sin is great, but God’s grace is even greater.  

 

 


