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As many of you know, another congregation Called me to be their pastor. And when you get a Call, one 
of the things you do is you look at yourself and your gifts and determine where you can best serve. So 
what happens is that you end up looking at yourself introspectively. You end up saying “I” a whole lot 
and thinking about “I” a whole lot. And I found out a lot about myself and not all of it was good. Today 
as we continue our David the (im)Perfect King series, David and you and I are going to take an “I” exam 
and see if what afflicted David as afflicts us. 

So let’s jump in: Once again the anger of the LORD burned against Israel, and he caused David to harm 
them by taking a census. “Go and count the people of Israel and Judah,” There is some tension here. 
This part of Scripture says God caused David to harm them by taking a census. That’s tension. The 
LORD’s anger burned against Israel, this wasn’t because God was having a bad day, or there was a 
misunderstanding. It was because the people had sinned. But part of the tension isn’t that God is being 
unfair. The tension is because the people, including David, sinned. And God is the opposite of sin. So 
please never think that God is ok with any sin.  

2 So the king said to Joab and the commanders[a] of the army, “Take a census of all the tribes of 
Israel—from Dan in the north to Beersheba in the south—so I may know how many people there 
are.”3 But Joab replied to the king, “May the LORD your God let you live to see a hundred times as 
many people as there are now! But why, my lord the king, do you want to do this?” If Joab, who has 
murdered more than one person including his cousin, is conscience stricken about this idea of taking a 
census, you’ve got to know this must be a really bad idea. 

4 But the king insisted that they take the census, so Joab and the commanders of the army went out to 
count the people of Israel. . .  Having gone through the entire land for nine months and twenty days, 
they returned to Jerusalem. 9 Joab reported the number of people to the king. There were 800,000 
capable warriors in Israel who could handle a sword, and 500,000 in Judah. We are not told explicitly 
why David wanted to take a census but rather we get the concept implicitly as David has his soldiers 
eyed up and counted. I think the numbers define the issue. The eye test that David revealed not only the 
number of soldiers but who was number one in David’s life. David was enjoying his military might, his 
contributions, his leadership, his military might. The numbers point to the problem with the census was 
David’s pride. David’s census revealed who was number 1 in his life. He was. 

Pride is easy to spot – in others. The most obvious form of pride is narcissism, which really is an issue for 
some but not for most. Narcissists think they are God’s gift to humanity. They must be at the center of 
attention, they dominate conversations, interrupt people, think they are better than others, don’t 
celebrate the success of others. They always have an excuse if they are not first.  

Here are some ways we demonstrate pride in our lives:  

1. we one up others, we go on and on about what we are doing.  
2. we get into an argument but we know who is going to win because we know we are not 

changing our minds. We can accept another person’s opinion, and that’s fine but I am right.   
3. Here is another way that pride reveals itself. Have you ever thought God was wrong? Did you 

ever give God advice? Have you ever thought God was unfair? That’s called pride. 
4. Pride also shows itself when we don’t ask for help or advice.  
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5. It shows up in our insecurity. We aren’t sure that we are all that great and doubt that we ever 
will be. Signs your insecurity is driving your pride – comparing yourself to others, self worth is 
determined by your latest performance, not able to celebrate someone else’s success. 
Squeezing gifted people out of your life, you want some say in everything 

Right in the middle of the word pride is I.  

“I,” and “I” is the key word, do not struggle with pride. Pride comes quite naturally to me. It shows itself 
in “my” life from the second I get up. What do I have to do today? What do I hope doesn’t happen 
today? How is this decision going to affect me? 

Pride will snuff out your empathy, compassion, love, foster jealousy, division. Pride will lead you to feel 
empty, trash everything you have done, cost you friendships, intimacy, and respect, lost opportunities, 
peace of mind. Pride will make you feel superior, make you judgmental. Unaccountable, isolated, 
ruined. Pride kills our soul. 

And this is what happens next: 2 Samuel 24 But after he had taken the census, David’s conscience 
began to bother him. And he said to the LORD, “I have sinned greatly by taking this census. Please 
forgive my guilt, LORD, for doing this foolish thing.” 11 The next morning the word of the LORD came to 
the prophet Gad, who was David’s seer. This was the message: 12 “Go and say to David, ‘This is what 
the LORD says: I will give you three choices. Choose one of these punishments, and I will inflict it on 
you.’” 13 So Gad came to David and asked him, “Will you choose three[d] years of famine throughout 
your land, three months of fleeing from your enemies, or three days of severe plague throughout your 
land? Think this over and decide what answer I should give the LORD who sent me.”14 “I’m in a 
desperate situation!” David replied to Gad. “But let us fall into the hands of the LORD, for his mercy is 
great. Do not let me fall into human hands.” 15 So the LORD sent a plague upon Israel that morning, and 
it lasted for three days.[e] A total of 70,000 people died throughout the nation, from Dan in the north 
to Beersheba in the south. 

The plague is going rampant. 70k have died in three days. The decision that David made ended in the 
death the death of 70k people and their families. 

I know some of us have some pretty strong feelings about God sending a plague to kill 70K, but I can’t 
get through an afternoon without being selfish, greedy, prideful, envious, and since that is true maybe I 
should not judge God for what he is doing because I should be judged. I need to work on me. And part of 
that working on me is recognizing that God you have been so good to me even though I don’t deserve it.  

 But as the angel was preparing to destroy Jerusalem, the LORD relented and said to the death angel, 
“Stop! That is enough!” The angel delivering the plague gets to the threshing floor of Araunah’s and it 
stops right there. Thank God the angel stops at Araunah’s place of business. The threshing floor is an 
elevated platform. You beat, the wheat off the shaft of the plant. In some cases oxen walk on it with all 
their weight. It is then thrown up in the air. The chaff blows away and grain falls to the floor.  

17 When David saw the angel, he said to the LORD, “I am the one who has sinned and done wrong! But 
these people are as innocent as sheep—what have they done? Let your anger fall against me and my 
family.” David is now able to see his sin issue in all of this. When you are leading anything whether it is a 
country, a business, a family, a church, a group of friends your decisions have a ripple effect. 
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18 That day Gad came to David and said to him, “Go up and build an altar to the LORD on the threshing 
floor of Araunah the Jebusite.” Build an altar on the mark where the killing stops and build an altar. 
Where you will sacrifice an animal for your sin that will point you to the time when I will send a Savior 
who will sacrifice and pay for all your sins. In other words, mark the place where the judgement of God 
and mercy God met.  

19 So David went up to do what the LORD had commanded him. 20 When Araunah saw the king and his 
men coming toward him, he came and bowed before the king with his face to the ground. 21 “Why 
have you come, my lord the king?” Araunah asked. David replied, “I have come to buy your threshing 
floor and to build an altar to the LORD there, so that he will stop the plague.” David comes with an 
unusual request. I need your job, your business, the way you take care of your family. 22 “Take it, my 
lord the king, and use it as you wish,” Araunah said to David. “Here are oxen for the burnt offering, 
and you can use the threshing boards and ox yokes for wood to build a fire on the altar. 23 I will give it 
all to you, Your Majesty, and may the LORD your God accept your sacrifice.” Araunah says, everything I 
have is yours. Use it. You take it. 24 But the king replied to Araunah, “No, I insist on buying it, for I will 
not present burnt offerings to the LORD my God that have cost me nothing.” So David paid him fifty 
pieces of silver[f] for the threshing floor and the oxen. David says no way. How can I make a sacrifice 
when there is no sacrifice on my part? David built an altar there to the LORD and sacrificed burnt 
offerings and peace offerings. And the LORD answered his prayer for the land, and the plague on Israel 
was stopped. In 1 Chronicles 22 we understand that this place, is where Solomon is going to build the 
temple of God. The place where of offering. The place where God’s justice and mercy will meet.  

And all of that is a foreshadowing of a place outside of Jerusalem called Golgotha where a middle cross 
is  erected, and the justice of God and mercy of God truly met. In God’s mercy he met all the judgment 
we deserve on Jesus. We deserve judgment but we are getting mercy. At the cross Judgment is fulfilled 
in Jesus.  

How did all that happen? A Choice. Jesus (Philippians) 2, 6 Who, being in very nature[a] God, did not 
consider equality with God something to be used to his own advantage; 7 rather, he made himself 
nothing by taking the very nature[b] of a servant, being made in human likeness. 8 And being found in 
appearance as a man, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to death—even death on a cross! 

Since that is true – Here is the choice that makes sense for those who are Christ followers: Phil. 2:5  In 
your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus: 

We need to work on our “I” hearts. Through the Holy Spirit: 1) We can choose to act more humbly, 
inspired by our humble Savior Jesus. We can assume that we don’t know everything and suppress our 
own egos. 2) We can listen first before even considering formulating a counterpoint. We might learn 
something that way instead of revealing our own limits. 3) We can put other people and their 
accomplishments in the spotlight. We can choose to find joy in praising someone else’s words instead of 
letting our insecurities demand all the attention What we need, humility, looks singularly unattractive to 
us but so appealing to others, but what others hate in us (pride) looks so appealing to us. 

Humility leads to gratitude: Gratitude everything I have, you have, is a gift from God. My faith tells me 
everything I have is from God whose blessings never stop so I can share the blessings God has given me 
with others.  
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Humility leads us to take the low place. It moves from the starring role of our story. Humility willingly 
pushes other into the spotlight. It’s never jealous. It delights in the success of others. It leads us to serve 
instead of being served.  

Did you ever realize that helping others succeed doesn’t make you less valuable. It makes you more 
valuable.  When you are humble you realize the overall mission is more important than you are.  It’s 
what Jesus did and it is what we are called to do. How did you do with the I test? Here’s how you can 
tell, when other people you, do they see you or do they see Jesus’ humility and love in you? 

 


