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I have heard that a sign of good character is when you do the right thing when no one is looking. What 
do you think? I think that is pretty good but we will come back to that in a minute. 

Today we are continuing our series, David, the (im)Perfect King. To keep us all on the same page let’s do 
a little review. In week one, we saw that the young boy David was anointed by Samuel to be King. It 
wasn’t what anyone was expecting but God looks at the heart. The next week, we saw David now as a 
young teenager, strike down the giant Goliath. And then last week, we learned that King Saul’s son, 
Jonathan, and David become best friends.  To this point what we have learned is that with Jesus, you get 
what you see. That you need Jesus to be a Champion. And Jesus calls you his friend and lays down his 
life for you. And today we are going to be talking about character. 

To bridge between last week and this week, Saul is on a psychopathic journey. He is afraid of David and 
David taking his post as King. He is jealous of David, and so he wants David killed. He makes David a 
commander of 1K troops. This looks good on the outside but what Saul is really hoping for in his heart of 
hearts is that when David goes out to battle with this undersized army he will be killed. But David is 
successful in each campaign. Saul then wants David to be his son—n-law. Once again from the outside 
that looks great, but on the inside Saul has a scheme. The bride price is for David to circumcise 100 
Philistine men. Suffice it to say, that isn’t going down without a fight. And Saul figures David will get 
killed but he doesn’t.  And that leads us to today. 

Saul’s psychopathic journey becomes even more intense.  He is so deluded that he starts planting lies 
about David. He spins the truth, he takes things out of context, and is gas lighting the whole country. He 
tries to make people feel bad that they don’t see David as the scoundrel he is in Saul’s eyes. 1 Samuel 
23:7-8  He said to them, “Listen, men of Benjamin! Will the son of Jesse give all of you fields and 
vineyards? Will he make all of you commanders of thousands and commanders of hundreds? 8 Is that 
why you have all conspired against me? No one tells me when my son makes a covenant with the son 
of Jesse. None of you is concerned about me or tells me that my son has incited my servant to lie in 
wait for me, as he does today.” Wow! Saul is paranoid. He is a pathological liar.  

King Saul goes hunting but he is not hunting deer or ducks but David. As a part of his military strategy 
Saul has his spies and informants placed all over the countryside, they are going to find David. It doesn’t 
take long until word comes back to Saul, we know where he is at. Saul is all over his troops backs to 
hurry up. Just relentless in his demands to hurry up because he doesn’t want to lose David. 

Have you ever been on a road trip and you just want to get to your destination as quickly as you can? 
You are making good time but then, but then, someone needs to go to the bathroom. And you have to 
get off the highway and go to a rest stop or a gas station or maybe one of the Oasis in northern IL. Have 
you ever noticed that if it is not the driver of the car who needs to go to the bathroom, you often end up 
going a little farther down the road before the stop than if the driver needs to go to the bathroom?  

Well Saul and his men are tracking David down and they find themselves in a beautiful oasis. Trees, 
water, and cool caves. They are in closing in on David. And guess what, someone needs go to the 
bathroom. But don’t worry, it’s Saul, so they pull over right away.   



Saul jumps off his horse and goes booking into the cave for a quick trip (pun -Kwik Trip). Interestingly 
enough, David and his men are in this exact same cave, not to go to the bathroom but to hide. So, they 
are deep in the cave when Saul runs into the cave and get just out of eyesight of those on the outside of 
the cave. And finds a place to relieve himself. 

At first when David and his men see Saul enter the cave they are like, we are done. The King is coming in 
and all his men are right behind him. But when they see that Saul is there to relieve himself. They see an 
amazing opportunity; Saul is no longer with his 3K elite troops but alone in the cave with David and his 
1k troops. This is not only an amazing opportunity, but also an incredible test of CHARACTER.   

David is now in the position of power. David’s men, who are tired of being away from their families, 
tired of being on the run, tired of putting their lives on the line day in and day out, are excitedly 
whispering to David to go do Saul in. They encourage him saying, God has shown his favor to us. God has 
promised you the throne. God has placed the enemy of your life into your hands. David you are 
anointed as the next king. You are going to be the next king. Go kill him. 1 Samuel 24:3 The men said, 
“This is the day the LORD spoke of when he said[a] to you, ‘I will give your enemy into your hands for 
you to deal with as you wish.’”  And you will be king. And then we can go home and quit running for our 
lives They are so giddy, they need to go to the bathroom. God has shown his favor to us. 

So, David quietly walks on the damp rocks in the dark cave making his way ever so quietly toward Saul 
with his sword drawn. Saul, is completely unaware of all of this. And David takes his sword, lifts it up, 
and…  

David cuts part of Saul’s robe off. And quietly goes back into the dark part of the cave. His men are like. 
We didn’t hear anything. Did you kill him? David is like no I didn’t kill him. But I did get a corner of his 
robe. The soldiers are stunned and are whispering, what is wrong with you? 

What is going on here is what is so important to you and me – WORLDVIEW OF CHARACTER. In your 
worldview, who is at the center of your view?  

For Saul, his worldview was, I am at the center. Since Saul was at the center of his life, he had to get rid 
of David. He was trying to kill the future. When I am at the center of things I can do these things – it is 
good logic.  

But David had a different worldview. A worldview where he was not at the center but where God was at 
the center. When God is at the center logic and reason mean nothing. God has anointed Saul as King and 
so God must take him away. So, this is not opportunity but a test – the Godly person in power never 
forgets they are not alone, and that God is at the center.  

I am at the center worldview brings about short-term results, satisfaction, control and relieves tension. 
Saul is gone and tension is gone but when God is at the center you remain vulnerable and exposed, 
tension persists and can even get worse because you are working on God’s time and not your own. 
David said, while it is true, that the Lord has anointed me to be the next king. He never told me to kill 
the present-day anointed King. Life and death are not in my hands. They are in God’s hands. I will not kill 
the Lord’s anointed. His soldiers were there encouraging him to do the wrong thing for the right reason. 
Character is doing the right thing not only when nobody is looking but doing the right thing when 
people are cheering and encouraging you to do the wrong thing no matter the result. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Samuel+24%3A3-4&version=NIV#fen-NIV-7844a


Saul finishes his business and puts his robes back down. And goes out the cave. With a smile on his face, 
he jumps back on his horse. And is about to pursue David all over again. When this happens:  

1 Samuel 24:8-13 Then David went out of the cave and called out to Saul, “My lord the king!” When 
Saul looked behind him, David bowed down and prostrated himself with his face to the ground. 9 He 
said to Saul, “Why do you listen when men say, ‘David is bent on harming you’? 10 This day you have 
seen with your own eyes how the LORD delivered you into my hands in the cave. Some urged me to kill 
you, but I spared you; I said, ‘I will not lay my hand on my lord, because he is the LORD’s 
anointed.’ 11 See, my father, look at this piece of your robe in my hand! I cut off the corner of your 
robe but did not kill you. See that there is nothing in my hand to indicate that I am guilty of 
wrongdoing or rebellion. I have not wronged you, but you are hunting me down to take my life. 12 May 
the LORD judge between you and me. And may the LORD avenge the wrongs you have done to me, but 
my hand will not touch you. 13 As the old saying goes, ‘From evildoers come evil deeds,’ so my hand 
will not touch you. Character. 

What was clear to all was that Saul went into the cave as King and David could have come out as King. 
Character. 

But before we place the crown of good character on David’s head let’s remember he cut off a part of 
Saul’s robe. Despite what you may initially think, it is actually a big deal.  

Imagine if you went to Kwik Trip, and someone reached under the stall and cut off part of your shorts? 
You are probably not calling them a friend. A freak maybe. The police for sure. Now let alone if a 
King/Queen, President goes to the bathroom, and someone cuts a piece of their clothing. So, David 
passes part of the character test and failed another part. And his character failure here, will be played 
out again in his life. 

Have you always done the right thing? Have you always done the right thing for the right reason or 
maybe you like me may have done the right thing for the wrong reason? Have you always done the right 
thing even when your friends are pressuring you to do the wrong thing? I wish I could look back on my 
life and say I always passed the character test. Short of that I wish I could look back on my life and say I 
only flunked the character test part of life when I was in high school or college? 

You know who always passed the character test, even when it was costly, Jesus. Every time, every single 
time. But let’s just go to the super pressure points in Jesus’ life. His last 24 hours. He prays late night 
knowing that the next day is his last day and he prays with his soul overwhelmed to the point of death. 
Matthew 26:39 “My Father, if it is possible, may this cup be taken from me. Yet not as I will, but as 
you will.” Dad, this isn’t looking good. But I will do your will. Just a short time later Jesus is arrested by 
his enemies. Peter flashes his sword and cuts off a servant’s ear but Jesus steps in. Matthew 26:52-53, 
52 “Put your sword back in its place,” Jesus said to him, “for all who draw the sword will die by the 
sword. 53 Do you think I cannot call on my Father, and he will at once put at my disposal more than 
twelve legions of angels? Fast forward through a conversation with the Roman Governor Pilate about 
who really is in control, and we find Jesus on the cross. Some there are saying to him: Matthew 27:40 
“You who are going to destroy the temple and build it in three days, save yourself! Come down from 
the cross, if you are the Son of God!” This was a big temptation for Jesus. For me, it wouldn’t be a 
temptation because I could not have come down from the cross. But Jesus with his almighty power 
could have. But do you know why he stayed on the cross? 



He stayed on the cross to pay for in full every single one of character failures. To show you and me the 
character of God doesn’t change. He loves us even if it means he must give up everything. He loves even 
if it means he must die. Because of the character of the perfect King you and I have a Savior. 

The more you and I move from an I am at the center of the world worldview to a God is at the center 
worldview, the more we will love others and love God, the more you and I will do the right thing not 
only when nobody is looking but do the right thing when people are cheering and encouraging us to 
do the wrong thing no matter the result.  


