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Victory of the Lamb 
September 5, 2021 

Sermon series: David: The (im)perfect King 
Sermon: David’s final words 

 
Sermon text 2 Samuel 23:1-7 ESV 

23 Now these are the last words of David: 

The oracle of David, the son of Jesse, 
    the oracle of the man who was raised on high, 
the anointed of the God of Jacob, 
    the sweet psalmist of Israel: 

2 “The Spirit of the Lord speaks by me; 
    his word is on my tongue. 
3 The God of Israel has spoken; 
    the Rock of Israel has said to me: 
When one rules justly over men, 
    ruling in the fear of God, 
4 he dawns on them like the morning light, 
    like the sun shining forth on a cloudless morning, 
    like rain that makes grass to sprout from the earth. 

5 “For does not my house stand so with God? 
    For he has made with me an everlasting covenant, 
    ordered in all things and secure. 
For will he not cause to prosper 
    all my help and my desire? 
6 But worthless men are all like thorns that are thrown away, 
    for they cannot be taken with the hand; 
7 but the man who touches them 
    arms himself with iron and the shaft of a spear, 
    and they are utterly consumed with fire.” 

 

Are you prepared to die? I know that is a startling question. In fact, it might even feel like an offensive 
question. Many of us, myself included, do everything we can to avoid the reality of death. But it wasn’t 
always this way. Did you know that in Medieval Europe, there was a manual called Ars Moriendi, which 
is Latin for “The Art of Dying”? This booklet was a manual on how to prepare for death. It was written 
during the time of the Black Plague, when the people were facing a heavy death toll. But instead of 
running from death, they faced it. They prepared for it. As the ancients used to say, “They got their 
house in order.”  

I didn’t know about the Ars Moriendi until I read the book The Lost Art of Dying by Lydia Dugdale. 
Dugdale is a physician who was concerned that her patients were not ready to die. They were filled with 
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guilt and regret. They had unresolved family feuds so they were all alone. They didn’t know what was 
going to happen to them after they died. And for all these reasons, she was seeing more and more 
patients take extreme and unreasonable measures to keep from dying.   

In her book, she makes the case that we need our own modern-day version of the Ars Moriendi. We 
need to find a way to face the fact of our finitude so that we can die well. Her thesis of the book is this: 
“The art of dying is really the art of living.”. How we die tells us something about how we lived. And so 
preparing for death is one of the most important tasks in enabling us to live well. So instead of avoiding 
death, Dr. Dugdale wants to encourage us to prepare for death.  

But that sounds scary. That means we will need to face our guilt and our regrets. That means we need to 
look at our story. That means we will have to consider what happens after a person dies. So let me ask 
you again, “Are you prepared to die?” 

Today we are finishing up our sermon series called David the (Im)perfect King, and we are going to look 
closely at David’s final words, the words he wanted to be remembered by. And as we look at these 
words we will be able to answer the very important question: How can I live in such a way that I 
“depart in peace”? 

To answer that question, we are going to dive into 2 Samuel 23, the last words of David. This is one of 
the longest sermon series that I’ve been a part of at Victory. We have taken quite a bit of time to 
explore the rise and fall of the life of David. David began with such promising hopes. He was anointed to 
be a king even as a young boy because he was a “man after God’s own heart”. He proved that he had a 
heart for God, when he took down the enemy of God’s people, Goliath. He was a faithful friend to 
Jonathan. And a virtuous servant to the previous king, the pathological King Saul. But after David rose to 
power, he had a great fall. By using his power to commit adultery with Bathsheba and then he covered it 
up by murdering her husband. After that his life just kept unraveling as his son Absalom started a coup 
to overthrow his father. And last week, we learned about David’s pride as he counted his soldiers just 
out of the selfish desire of gloating over his growing kingdom.  

That makes us wonder, how is David going to face death? Is he going to be filled with regret and guilt? Is 
he going to be afraid to meet his Maker?  

Let’s see what the Bible says as recorded in 2 Samuel 23. It says, “Now these are the last words of 
David:… (2 Samuel 23:1) Now many commentators note that these are not David’s last words, like his 
words from his death bed. This seems more like the words he wants to be remembered by. He is 
reflecting on his life, recognizing that he is going to come to the end. And this is what he wants to say: 

The oracle of David, the son of Jesse, 
    the oracle of the man who was raised on high, 
the anointed of the God of Jacob, 
    the sweet psalmist of Israel: 

2 “The Spirit of the Lord speaks by me; 
    his word is on my tongue. 
3 The God of Israel has spoken; 
    the Rock of Israel has said to me: 
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David is saying these words, but he wants people to know that they aren’t just coming from David. This 
is the word of God. God gave David these words. And what is the word that God spoke to David? 

When one rules justly over men, 
    ruling in the fear of God, 
4 he dawns on them like the morning light, 
    like the sun shining forth on a cloudless morning, 
    like rain that makes grass to sprout from the earth. 

God told David about what happens when you have an ideal ruler. When a person rules in 
righteousness, meaning he does the right things. And he judges correctly. When he is correct in his 
decisions, bringing the wrong doer to justice and setting the helpless free. And when he rules in the fear 
of God, caring more about giving glory to God than about getting glory. That kind of ruler is like the light 
that comes from the morning sunrise. It shines on the freshly watered grass and the grass flourishes. In 
other words, when a people have an ideal ruler, they are blessed and they flourish.  

That’s the kind of ruler that David wanted to be. He wanted to be the ideal ruler. He wanted to be a king 
after God’s own heart. He wanted to rule in righteousness and in the fear of the Lord. And for some of 
the time as a ruler, he was that kind of king. He ruled in righteousness. He feared God more than caring 
about the opinions of people. And when David ruled like that the nation flourished.  

But as we mentioned that is not the whole story. David did not rule in righteousness. He gave into this 
own selfishness and sin. And many people suffered. They people didn’t always flourish under his 
leadership.  

So how is David going to look at his life? What is he going to say for himself? Is he going to be filled with 
guilt and self-loathing. Is he going to beat himself up? Is he going to fear death?  

Well, David goes on to say, For does not my house stand so with God?  What does this mean? Well, you 
have to follow the train of thought. David just got done saying that a righteous ruler is a blessing to the 
people. And now he says, “Isn’t that how my house is with God?” In other words, my house is blessed. 
I’m so blessed.  

David lost at least two sons. His family was a mess. His kingdom was a mess. He ruined so many of the 
gifts that God had given to him. And yet he still says, “Am I not blessed by God?” How did David come to 
that conclusion? 

For he has made with me an everlasting covenant, ordered in all things and secure. (2 Samuel 23:5) 

David believes that he is blessed because God made an eternal covenant with him. This goes back to one 
of the most important scenes in David’s life from 2 Samuel 7. This interaction gets brought up over and 
over again in the New Testament as a key event in history. In 2 Samuel 7 David is thinking about all the 
ways that God has blessed him. And he says, “Look at me living in this palace and the Ark of the 
Covenant of God’s presence is in a tent. I know what I’ll do. I’ll make a house for God. I’ll make a Temple 
for him. But God tells the prophet Nathan, “Go and tell my servant David, ‘This is what the Lord says: Are 
you the one to build me a house to dwell in?...The Lord declares to you that the Lord himself will 
establish a house for you… Your house and your kingdom will endure forever before me; your 
throne will be established forever.’” (2 Samuel 7:5,11,16) 
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So David wanted to do something great for God. He wanted to build a great house, a great temple for 
God. But God said that he was going to do something great for David. He was going to build a “house” 
for David, a great dynasty of rulers. And from that dynasty would finally come the ideal king that God 
had always wanted, Jesus. Jesus would be the one who rules justly and rightly. Jesus would be the one 
who lives to honor God in everything that he does.  

And this promised covenant that God made with David is …ordered in all things and secure. (2 Samuel 
23:5) God ordered everything in David’s life, the good and the bad to put everything into place to bring 
in this ideal ruler. It was a secure plan that David couldn’t screw up or change. God was going to bring it 
about no matter what.  

That’s why David could ask this rhetorical question:  

For will he not cause to prosper 
    all my help and my desire? (2 samuel 23:5) 

God would be his help and his salvation. God was going to cause David to prosper and experience his 
salvation, but ultimately God was going to save his people.  

You see David looks back on his life and believes in a big God. Yes, David had a great fall. Yes, he 
experienced consequences for his sin. But God’s plans for him were bigger than his sin. God was going to 
bring an ideal ruler, Jesus Christ through David’s house, his dynasty. And there was nothing that David 
could do to screw that up. In fact, God was even going to use his sins to further his plans in Jesus Christ.  

It makes me think of a recent documentary on Amazon Prime called “Val” about the actor Val Kilmer. 
Val Kilmer was a famous actor who played in some pretty big movies like the original Top Gun, 
Tombstone, and Batman. He was talented and good looking. Well, this documentary goes behind the 
scenes using much of Val Kilmer’s own home video footage. And it shows his rise to fame and his 
decent. After scoring those big movies, he got a reputation of beings someone who was hard to work 
with. Then his marriage failed. And he ended losing his fortune. Now Val Kilmer is almost 
unrecognizable. He has throat cancer and can’t really speak. And yet, his final words in the documentary 
sound a lot like David’s words: 

I have behaved poorly. I have behaved bravely. I have behaved bizarrely to some. I deny none of this 
and have no regrets because I’ve lost and found parts of myself that I never knew existed. And I am 
blessed.  

How about you? How big do you think God is? As you look back over your life maybe it looks like David 
or Val Kilmer. Maybe you had moments of greatness when things seem to be going really well. Maybe 
you had great accomplishments and success. And then you also see all your failures and failings. 
Everyone of us is a mixed bag.  

Maybe you spend a great deal of time saying “What if…”. What if I hadn’t done that or this hadn’t 
happened? What if… But that’s not what David did. And that’s not what God is calling you to do. God is 
calling you to see that he is a big God with a big plan in the hero Jesus Christ. 

This helps us answer our opening question: How can I live in such a way that I “depart in peace”? 

Live in light of the Son. 



5 
 

Like David, come out into the light and confess your sins. Acknowledge both the good and bad of your 
life. But recognize that you are not the hero of your story. This world, this life is not about you. It is 
about Jesus. He is the ideal leader. He is the ideal king. He is the ideal person. He lived and ruled justly. 
He led with the fear of the Lord as the ideal leader. And then he took up his throne on the cross. He 
replaced his crown of gold with a crown of thorns. And he experienced in himself all of your bad 
decisions and sins and regrets. Everything that has made your life a mess. After he died he then rose 
from the dead as a preview of where our life is headed. You see God is so big that he is planning on 
putting everything in this world and your life back together again when he returns. He is going to make 
everything, including your life, the way it is supposed to be.  

David’s last words do end with a warning. David explains that there is one way that you can have 
regrets. If a person believes they are the hero, that life is about them, if they continue to hide their sin 
and reject God as their Savior, David says this: 

6 But worthless men are all like thorns that are thrown away, 
    for they cannot be taken with the hand; 
7 but the man who touches them 
    arms himself with iron and the shaft of a spear, 
    and they are utterly consumed with fire.” 

In other words, come out of the darkness. Let the light of the ideal king shine on you. Let him burn away 
all your sin. Let him refresh you with the cool waters of his forgiveness. Let him direct you in the ways 
you should go.  

As the author Lydia Dugdale says, “The art of dying is really the art of living.” How you die says 
something about how you lived. When David was dying, he didn’t focus on being the great giant slayer, 
nor did he talk about his own achievements as the perfect king. In fact, he didn’t talk about himself at 
all. He talked about the goodness of God that he would let him be a part of his plan. He talked about 
how God would surely fulfill his promises through his family. And he looked forward to his salvation and 
delight in God’s presence. In other words, because David stepped in the light of God’s love he could 
finally depart in peace. You are going to die. So how can you die well? Live in the light of the Son. Keep 
your eyes on Jesus and his story and what he is going with you and in spite of you. Let go of all your 
regrets because God will use them all. Let go of all your fears because God loves you in Jesus. If you step 
into the light of God’s Son, you will be ready to die. And if you are ready to die, you will be ready to live. 
Amen.   


