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I was listening to a podcast recently where Carey Nieuwhof was interviewing Derwin Gray. Carey is a 
former pastor and hosts the podcast. Derwin Gray is a pastor and former football player in the NFL. 
Carey is white. Derwin is black. On the podcast they recalled a time earlier when they were talking about 
hobbies. Derwin mentioned that he loved to fish. And Carey wanting to connect with Derwin said that 
he was told that like 400 years ago the Great Lakes were loaded with fish. It apparently was an 
expression from the long ago past that it was like you could walk across the Great Lakes walking on the 
backs of all the fish. So Carey asked innocently to the fisherman Derwin, “Wouldn’t you have loved to 
live 400 years ago?” To which Derwin responded. “No, I’m black. It wasn’t a good thing to be a black 
person 400 years ago.” That actually maybe eye opening if not shocking for some of us to hear because 
we are not used to thinking that way. 

Our country has a checkered past when it comes to slavery, segregation, and racism. White Christians 
have participated in slavery and segregation and racial inequality, while other white Christians fought 
against these evils. Frederick Douglas was a Christian and a slave. He was able to distinguish between 
the essence of true Christianity and Christianity in its abusive distortion. He wrote, “Between the 
Christianity of this land and the Christianity of Christ, I recognize the widest possible difference. To be 
the friend of one is of necessity to be the enemy of the other. I love the pure, peaceable and impartiality 
of the Christianity of Christ.” Douglas, through careful disentangling, discovered that Christianity 
uniquely speaks to and for ALL people.  

We need to make sure we are following Jesus and here is why: recently, a number of high-profile 
Christians have publicly rejected their Christian faith. Many of them have left Christianity, not 
necessarily because they don’t believe Christianity is true, but because they don’t believe Christianity is 
good. Either because of hearing about these former Christians rejecting their faith, or because of 
struggles you have had in your own faith, you may be ready to walk away from Christianity.  

Today we are beginning a new series called Before You Lose Your Faith. In a world full of injustice and 
cultural norms that conflict with Scripture, it can be difficult to remain strong in your faith. In this series, 
we want to examine several contemporary social issues and compare them with the teachings of Jesus. 
Through this series, we will find that Jesus is not only the one true God and Savior, but also that he is 
good and what he teaches is good for us and good for ALL people. 

And so, to begin we need to start at the beginning so that we can build on the foundation and not on an 
edition that wasn’t using the original blueprints. Genesis 1:26-27 Then God said, “Let us make 
mankind in our image, in our likeness, . . . 27 So God created mankind in his own image, in the image of 
God he created them; male and female he created them. At the beginning, people created in the image 
of God. This is a spectacular blessing. Keep in mind that all people come from one set of parents as Acts 
17:26 reminds us: From one man he made all the nations, that they should inhabit the whole earth; 
and he marked out their appointed times in history and the boundaries of their lands. To presuppose 
that one’s own race or ethnicity is superior to someone else’s is a denial of the fact that we were all 
created in the image of God. To lessen the value of someone is an affront to the one who created us all. 
All people have a soul. The human soul is one incalculable worth and significance. Only Christianity 



teaches that everyone is created in the image of God, has incalculable value, and has purpose that 
changes life for time and for eternity.  

With this foundational truth, we turn to the account of what is known as The Parable of the Good 
Samaritan. Understand God sees color. He made color. He is not afraid or worried about color. But by 
the time of Jesus, and in fact well before the time of Jesus, there was racism. Racism undermines, tears 
apart, and ruins the very nature of God’s creation known as the human race. Racism is evil. Racism 
devalues. Racism is murder of the heart. Racism divides instead of unites. Racism forgets or denies that 
we were all created in the image of God with a value that cannot be calculated. Racism is not a skin 
issue. It is much deeper than that. Racism is a sin issue. And so, Jesus tells this parable knowing there is 
racism.  

Luke 10:25-37 On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he asked, “what 
must I do to inherit eternal life?” 26 “What is written in the Law?” he replied. “How do you read it?” 
27 He answered, “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 
strength and with all your mind’[a]; and, ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’[b]” 28 “You have answered 
correctly,” Jesus replied. “Do this and you will live.” 29 But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked 
Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” 30 In reply Jesus said: “A man was going down from Jerusalem to 
Jericho, (The road from between Jerusalem and Jericho was a very dangerous highway. It was known as 
the “pass of blood.) when he was attacked by robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and 
went away, leaving him half dead. 31 A priest happened to be going down the same road, and when he 
saw the man, he passed by on the other side. 32 So too, a Levite, when he came to the place and saw 
him, passed by on the other side. 33 But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the man was; and 
when he saw him, he took pity on him. 34 He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil 
and wine. Then he put the man on his own donkey, brought him to an inn and took care of him. 35 The 
next day he took out two denarii[c] and gave them to the innkeeper. ‘Look after him,’ he said, ‘and 
when I return, I will reimburse you for any extra expense you may have.’ 36 “Which of these three do 
you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of robbers?” 37 The expert in the law 
replied, “The one who had mercy on him.” Jesus told him, “Go and do likewise.” 

People then and now try to qualify love. One love qualifier that Jesus speaks out against is how much 
should you help. Any number of people would say, and maybe you know someone like this, that if they 
were more affluent, they would help. I can’t afford to give now because it would cause a burden to me. 
Galatians 6:2 says Carry each other’s burdens. For the priest, the Levite, and the Samaritan to stop 
meant it might mean sacrificing their life because there is a good chance the robbers and thieves are still 
around since the man is still living. The cost to love is too high.  

There is another qualifier that people back then and today use for love are their circumstances 
deserving of love. It is asked this way: why do they need help in the first place. If they need help because 
of a flood of course you would help. But if the person brought calamity on themselves, like foolishly 
being in the wrong neighborhood when you know you shouldn’t be there, well of course you wouldn’t 
help. They were playing with fire. They were getting what they deserved. 

The final love qualifier in the parable is individual worth. The Jews and Samaritans were bitter racial 
enemies. Many people thought there were good people and bad people. The good people looked like 
you and the bad people didn’t. So people were willing to help people who looked like them. People that 
they liked, and people that like them.  That was a love qualifier. Don’t miss this: Jesus is nothing like us 
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but he calls us friends. Jesus is nothing like us but he likes. Jesus is nothing like us, but he loves us. He 
gave up everything for us. And when I say everything, I mean everything. And when I say us, I mean all 
people.  

Christianity is different than every other world view. Every other worldview and religion say you must do 
something to earn your worth or value. and Christianity says it is already done for you. For example: 
secular morality says if you are a decent human being you will not be a racist. I read an NYTimes Op 
article recently talking about people who were defending the forced out former NFL coach: So they 
shrug off (the coach’s) offense with the well-worn excuse of locker room banter and cry “cancel 
culture.” But that helps nothing. It’s time to stop litigating whether these punishments are fair and start 
thinking more deeply about why the behavior they punish seemed OK in the first place. And if others 
who act like (the coach) are scared, perhaps they should be. More important, they should change.” Do 
this and you will be worthy and have value. 

Religious moralism says do this because the Bible says love and if you love you will be a good person and 
earn or deserve love. It is the same thing as secular moralism. Moralism whether secular or religious is 
not Christianity. Moralism whether secular or religious belongs to the worldview and world religion 
category of “DO,” to get and earn worth and love.  

Let’s be honest. We have colored our life with hate. We have all listened to racists jokes and thought 
they were funny. We have all told racist jokes and thought is was ok. I have been guilty of racism even 
when I didn’t think I was. And I have a hunch you are the same. Behind all of this is devaluing a soul of 
incalculable worth and value, a soul made in the image of God. And that is sin which separates us not 
only from other people but from God. 

God sees color. He is not color blind. When it comes to color and Christianity this is what I want you to 
see. We get Christianity when we see ourselves as the person in the parable who is robbed, beat up, and 
left to die by Satan and our own sin. And into desperate situation the olive skinned, sinless son of God, 
Jesus, shed his red blood on a Roman cross to show how valuable we are to God and to make payment 
for every single one of your sins and three days later he physically rose from the dead to be your Savior. 
And that truth by the working of the Holy Spirit will by itself transform us to see that all people are made 
in the image of God and that Jesus rescued all people in the exact same he rescued us. That’s what I 
want you to see. Because when you see that you will see Galatians 3:28 There is no Jew or Greek, slave 
or free, but Christ is all and in all. that Christianity is not only true but is good for all people for all time.  

Speaking of all time how do you picture heaven’s eternity? Here is a picture from the last book of the 
Bible: Revelation 7:9-10 After this I looked, and there before me was a great multitude that no one 
could count, from every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the throne and before the 
Lamb. They were wearing white robes and were holding palm branches in their hands. 10 And they 
cried out in a loud voice: “Salvation belongs to our God, who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb.” 
And now you know what heaven has always known: Christianity is not only true. It is good for all people! 


