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31 “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on his glorious 
throne. 32 All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate the people one from 
another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 33 He will put the sheep on his right and 
the goats on his left. 

34 “Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your 
inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. 35 For I was hungry and you 
gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you 
invited me in, 36 I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in 
prison and you came to visit me.’ 

37 “Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty 
and give you something to drink? 38 When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing 
clothes and clothe you? 39 When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?’ 

40 “The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and 
sisters of mine, you did for me.’ 

41 “Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal 
fire prepared for the devil and his angels. 42 For I was hungry and you gave me nothing to eat, I was 
thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, 43 I was a stranger and you did not invite me in, I needed 
clothes and you did not clothe me, I was sick and in prison and you did not look after me.’ 

44 “They also will answer, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or needing clothes 
or sick or in prison, and did not help you?’ 

45 “He will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did not do for one of the least of these, you did not do 
for me.’ 

46 “Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life.” 

In 2011, Time magazine named Pastor Rob Bell one of the top 100 most influential people in the world. 
At the time, Rob Bell was leading a fast-growing megachurch in Michigan. That same year he published 
his best-selling book Love Wins: A Book About Heaven, Hell, and the Fate of Every Person Who Ever 
Lived. (Image of the cover of the book) The thesis of the book is that Christians no longer need to 
believe in eternal judgment and hell. And if we would stop believing in hell, we would be more loving. 
Then love would win.  

Here’s a quote from the book, "It's been clearly communicated to many that this belief (in hell as 
eternal, conscious torment) is a central truth of the Christian faith and to reject it is, in essence, to 
reject Jesus. This is misguided and toxic and ultimately subverts the contagious spread of Jesus' 
message of love, peace, forgiveness and joy that our world desperately needs to hear." 

Bell is saying that if we would stop believing in hell we would spread more love, peace, forgiveness and 
joy. And to believe in hell, makes a toxic culture.  



But is that true? Well over the last 10 years, many people, even Christians, have embraced Rob Bell’s 
theology. We no longer believe in God’s final and eternal justice. But has this created a less toxic 
culture? Now that our society no longer believes in hell, do we have more love, peace, forgiveness and 
joy? 

We are continuing our sermon series Before You Lose Your Faith. In this sermon series we are looking at 
challenging topics in the Christian faith that have caused many people to deconstruct their faith and 
walk away from Christianity. And one of the teachings that has led people to walk away from Christianity 
is the belief that God created hell, and on the Last Day, Judgment Day, God will send some people to 
hell.  

So here is the question I want to answer today: Why is it good for us to believe in God’s final judgment, 
even hell? 

To answer that question, we will go back to our reading from Matthew 25. In this section of the book of 
Matthew, Jesus is teaching on the Last Days, which is called eschatology. So at the beginning of 
Matthew 24 he talks about what is going to happen as we get closer to the last day. Then he says that no 
one will know when that day will come so we are all to be ready. They he tells two parables about 
getting ready of his return: One parable is about having faith called the parable of the 10 virgins. And the 
other parable is about getting to work called the parable of the talents. Then finally he tells extensive 
details about Judgment Day.  

 

31 “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on his glorious 
throne.  32 All the nations will be gathered before him… 

Jesus will judge all people. I’m not the judge. You are not the judge. The United States Supreme court is 
not the final judge. Our modern-day culture is not the final judge. What’s trending on Twitter is not the 
judge. Jesus will judge all nations.  

32 All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate the people one from another as a 
shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 33 He will put the sheep on his right and the goats on his 
left. 

Jesus will separate all people into two groups. We have a hard time judging character. Someone might 
look good on the outside, but their motives are all screwed up on the inside. Someone might look like a 
mess on the outside, but they have a repentant heart on the inside. Jesus has no difficulty separating 
one group from the other. Just like shepherd knows his sheep and has no problem separating them from 
the goats. Jesus knows those who are his and those who are not.  

Now what will happen to those on his right? 

34 “Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your 
inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world.  

Jesus says that God has had a plan from before the creation of the world. The plan has always been to 
give his children an inheritance. It is a new creation. A resurrected world. He is going to resurrect our 
bodies and resurrect this world. And on the last day all his children will be made new and all things will 



be new. And we will dwell this God and God will dwell with us. And we will see Jesus face to face. This 
has been the plan since the beginning. This is where all of history is headed. It is toward a renewed 
world and a renewed existence.  

But how does Jesus recognize who are his sheep? What makes someone a sheep or a goat? What makes 
someone a child of God and what makes them a child of the devil? He says: 

35 For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to 
drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, 36 I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and 
you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.’ 

Jesus says that his followers will be revealed by how they treated him. Jesus says that he was hungry 
and his followers fed him. He was thirsty and his followers gave him something to drink. He was a 
stranger and his followers invited him in.  

Oddly enough, the righteous, the followers of Jesus don’t remember doing anything for Jesus. They will 
respond to Jesus: 

37 “Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty 
and give you something to drink? 38 When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing 
clothes and clothe you? 39 When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?’ 

The righteous say, “When did all this happen? We don’t remember seeing you. We don’t remember 
giving you something to eat or drink or caring for you.” The righteous seem to have some kind of self-
forgetfulness. They are not keeping score. They are not even aware of themselves.  

Jesus goes on, 40 “The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these 
brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’ 

Jesus sees something that none of us can see. He can see what is motivating our hearts. We can look at 
people doing all sort of good things, but we really don’t know why they are doing them. Jesus can see 
that his followers have been so changed by the gospel, by God’s love and forgiveness, that they have no 
need of keeping score. They have no reason to announce their good works with trumpets. They have all 
the praise and acceptance they need in Jesus. As John says, We love because he first loved us.  

I pray right now your do receive that message of God’s love. I pray that you see that Jesus loves you and 
accepts you. I pray that you call out to Jesus and say, “Have mercy on me a sinner” because he never 
refuses those who call out to him with repentant hearts.  

Jesus has no trouble seeing how truly follows him and is motivated by his love. He sees their hearts and 
puts them on his right. But there is another group. Those on his left. And now Jesus addresses them: 

41 “Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal 
fire prepared for the devil and his angels.  

Jesus says there is a real hell, a place of eternal fire. And like God’s kingdom of blessing this place was 
created by God. And God had a plan for this place. And what was its plan? It was a placed prepared for 
the devil and his angels.  



There is a real devil. There are real demons. That is what is ultimately behind all that is wrong in our 
world. Yes, there is such a thing as mental instability. And yes, there are corrupt people. But what’s truly 
behind all the wickedness in the world is the devil. There is no other way to explain true evil. God, in his 
goodness, designed and created hell as a place where he would send the devil and his angels. That 
means that hell was not originally created for humans.  

But although hell was originally prepared only for the devil, some people have aligned themselves with 
the devil and are headed to hell. Who are they? Jesus says,  

42 For I was hungry and you gave me nothing to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, 43 I 
was a stranger and you did not invite me in, I needed clothes and you did not clothe me, I was sick and 
in prison and you did not look after me.’ 

Jesus says that the wicked did not feed Jesus or give him something to drink or invite Jesus in. They did 
not clothe Jesus or look after him. Just like with the righteous, the wicked don’t remember seeing Jesus. 

44 “They also will answer, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or needing clothes 
or sick or in prison, and did not help you?’ 

These people probably gave money to charity. And help out those who were in need. They probably 
donate clothes to the local shelter. They probably did volunteer in their neighborhood. So what was 
their problem? 

45 “He will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did not do for one of the least of these, you did not do 
for me.’  46 “Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life.” 

Jesus can see the true motives of our hearts. So even good things that we do, done for the wrong 
reasons are no longer good things. And how can we truly something good for others if we don’t first 
have the love of God in our hearts? As the writer to the Hebrews says, “Without faith it is impossible to 
please God.” Without know God’s love and forgiveness, the heart will always have an ulterior motive.  

The problem is we don’t have the ability to see into the hearts of others. We think we know someone’s 
motivation and intention, but we really don’t. This is why our culture has become so toxic. As a culture 
we no longer believe in God’s perfect and final judgment, so we have become the judges. And we are 
making it worse. Love is not winning but hatred. We cancel one person and we praise another, only to 
find out later that our judgment was wrong. Because, as a culture we no longer believe in hell, we have 
turned our world into a living hell.  

Yale theologian Miroslav Volf, a Croatian who had seen violence in the Balkans said,  

The only means of prohibiting all recourse of violence by ourselves is to insist that violence is 
legitimate only when it comes from God…My thesis that the practice of non-violence requires a belief 
in divine vengeance will be unpopular with many…in the West…(But) it takes the quiet of a suburban 
home for the birth of the thesis that human non-violence (results in the belief in) God’s refusal to 
judge. In a sun-scorched land, soaked in the blood of the innocent, it will in variably die…(with) other 
pleasant captivities of the liberal mind. 



In other words, if we don’t trust in God’s final and perfect judgment, then we become violent. We feel 
like we can write all wrongs. But we can’t actually see the heart of people. We are not good judges of 
true character.  

But here’s the good news and this answers our opening question:  

Why is it good for us to believe in God’s final judgment, even hell?   

Because Jesus is the good and final judge, you don’t have to be. 

Why is that such good news? Because if I don’t have to be the judge I’m free to love. The Apostle makes 
all the connections for us. Let me read to you a section from Romans 12, where Paul applies Jesus’ 
teaching on final judgment to how we treat each other in every day life. He says,  

9 Love must be sincere… 17 Do not repay anyone evil for evil… 18 If it is possible, as far as it depends on 
you, live at peace with everyone. 19 Do not take revenge, my dear friends, but leave room for God’s 
wrath, for it is written: “It is mine to avenge; I will repay,” says the Lord. 20 On the contrary: 

“If your enemy is hungry, feed him; 
    if he is thirsty, give him something to drink. 
In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head.” 

21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 

Because Jesus is the judge, you don’t have to be. And because you have been loved and forgiven by God 
you can love others with a pure and sincere love. You can love “the least of these” without expectation 
of something in return. You can feed the hungry. And give something to drink to the thirsty. And 
whatever you do for the least of these you are doing for Jesus. When you love like this you will 
overcome evil with good.  

I know it might sound appealing to renounce your faith in Jesus and his Word and no longer believe in 
God’s final and eternal judgement. But rejecting the teaching of hell, turns our world into a hell on 
earth. But there is a final judgement. And Jesus, our Savior from sin, will be that Judge. He is a perfect, 
merciful judge who sees who we really are. So believe that Jesus is the judge. Let him right all the 
wrongs. And when we do, then love wins. Amen.  

 


