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She was a brand-new teacher out of college. She got a teaching position with 4 other women and 3 men, 
who were all also new teachers. 
 
Due to budget cuts, the district found out they would need to close one of their schools. This would, of 
course, mean that they would have a teacher surplus and would have to lay off teachers. Shortly after 
that, this woman and the other 4 new female teachers with whom she started in the district were put on 
"improvement plans.", Improvement plans indicate that a teacher's instructional practices are not 
satisfactory, as determined by administrators who observe them and handle complaints or concerns 
from parents or students. All 5 women put on improvement plans were given only positive feedback in 
evaluations prior to being put on this plan. 
 
At the end of the school year, all 5 women were non-renewed.  That was in the secular world. Surely it is 
different in the church.  
 
At a previous congregation where I was blessed to serve, the pastors, my associate and I, and the male 
teachers at the school were offered health insurance plans for our families as a part of financial package. 
But, do you know where this is going?, the married women teachers were not offered health insurance 
plans for their families. Same school, same roles, different way of treating the workers based on gender 
inequality. And people would wonder why the female teachers would be edgy and so upset that her 
emotions leaked out from time to time. That sounds like a male dominated society practice and not a 
Christ centered practice. Thankfully by the time I left that congregation, with a whole of people 
involved, that practice changed.  
 
The women teachers were not the first women to be wronged. In ancient times, a respectable Athenian 
woman was not permitted to eat or interact with her husband’s male guests. She had to go stay in her 
room. Discrimination began early in Greek life as little girls were not allowed to go to school. The Greek 
philosopher Aristotle said, “Silence give grace to women.” (Polities 1.1260a). According to Plato, “It is 
only males who are created directly by the gods and are given souls.” So according to Plato women were 
believed to not have souls. According to the Talmud, a book of rabbinical Jewish law, a woman could not 
testify in court because her testimony would not be trustworthy.  

Today we are continuing our series called Before you lose your faith. In this series, we are examining 
several contemporary social issues and compare them with the teachings of Jesus. Through this series, 
we are discovering that Jesus is not only the one true God and Savior, but also that he is good and what 
he teaches is good for us and good for ALL people. Today we are going to mine the life of Jesus and see 
that Jesus is good for men and women. 

Some have left the Christian Church or stayed away because they have witnessed Christians treating 
men and women differently. While the Bible makes it clear that men and women are different, the 
elevation of one gender over another is not Scriptural. Let’s go back and revisit the beginning. Genesis 
1:26-27 Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, . . . 27 So God 
created mankind in his own image, in the image of God he created them; male and female he created 
them. Women are created in the image of God and have intrinsic value to God. If you disrespect 
someone made in the image of God you are disrespecting God. If you demean someone created in the 



image of God, you are demeaning God. Ever since the fall into sin there has been a disrespect and 
demeaning of God through the disrespect and demeaning of people that was revealed itself in many 
ways including systemic injustice. Ever done that, like me to anyone? 

The teachings of Christianity are revolutionary. Jesus challenged the inequality of his day and ours as he 
met with the Samaritan woman at the well. If we follow Jesus’ words and example, the Christian Church 
will be good for both men and women. Let’s check it out. 

John 4:4 Now he (Jesus) had to go through Samaria. So he came to a town in Samaria called Sychar, 
near the plot of ground Jacob had given to his son Joseph. 6 Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired as 
he was from the journey, sat down by the well. It was about noon. 7 When a Samaritan woman came 
to draw water, Jesus said to her, “Will you give me a drink?” 8 (His disciples had gone into the town to 
buy food.) Instead of walking around Samaria which was the expectation of what God-fearing Jewish 
people would do, Jesus went into Samaria along with his awkwardly feeling disciples. Jesus rested at a 
well while the disciples went into to town to buy food. So Jesus is all alone on the outskirts of this desert 
town at a well, until he isn’t.  

A Samaritan, (hear “rival” in every way possible to the Jews), and more than that a Samaritan woman 
shows up at the well. This is an unexpected time for her to come to the well. Most often women would 
go to the well in the morning when it was still cool to draw water. They would go together in their 
friendship groups. By the woman showing up at noon we already know that she knows she is an outcast 
even to her peers. And as she comes to the well, she can see a Jewish guy there. And she is anticipating 
one of two things. Either he will cuss her out without looking at her or a very uncomfortable, quiet, yet 
body language condemning disregard from the Jewish man as she will be “invisible” to him.  

Have you ever felt invisible? 

She is the lowest of the low in a society that already demeans, disregards, women. But Jesus doesn’t see 
her that way at all. In fact, he must confront that lie. And so the Scriptures said, He had to go through 
Samaria. And while in Samaria, he crossed, ethnic lines, cultural lines, religious lines, and gender lines. 
Jesus crosses these lines and starts a conversation with her. Not a conversation by which he demeans 
her or by assuring her of her worthlessness but by starting a conversation where he shows his need for 
her. Will you give me a drink? 

“You are a Jew and I am a Samaritan woman. How can you ask me for a drink?” The woman is 
flabbergasted, suspicious, terse, fearful, defensive. Jesus will not let her wounds keep him from meeting 
her where she is at. Sounds like a pretty cool mission statement doesn’t it?  

Because Jesus sees her, and understands she is eternally valuable, He continues what will be the longest 
dialogue that he has with anyone written in the entire book of John. 10 Jesus answered her, “If you knew 
the gift of God and who it is that asks you for a drink, you would have asked him and he would have 
given you living water.” 11 “Sir,” the woman said, “you have nothing to draw with and the well is deep. 
Where can you get this living water? 12 Are you greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the 
well and drank from it himself, as did also his sons and his livestock?”13 Jesus answered, “Everyone 
who drinks this water will be thirsty again, 14 but whoever drinks the water I give them will never 
thirst. Indeed, the water I give them will become in them a spring of water welling up to eternal life.” 
15 The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water so that I won’t get thirsty and have to keep coming 



here to draw water.” And now he switches roles with her. He is now meeting her needs. Can you see 
how much he loves her? She is not disposable. She is eternally valuable. She doesn’t get that quite yet 
but she will soon because Jesus isn’t finished talking to her yet. 

Now (Jesus)16 He told her, “Go, call your husband and come back.” 17 “I have no husband,” she replied. 
Jesus said to her, “You are right when you say you have no husband. 18 The fact is, you have had five 
husbands, and the man you now have is not your husband. What you have just said is quite true.” And 
now we know why she wasn’t with the other women at the well early in the morning. They don’t trust 
her. She gets around. Jesus confronts her sinful lifestyle not to condemn her but to get to the bottom of 
her needs, unfailing forgiveness and unconditional love.   

Do you know of anyone who needs unfailing forgiveness and unconditional love? 

She doesn’t know exactly who Jesus is yet, but she knows she can trust him and that what he is saying is 
from God. So she says, 19 “Sir,” the woman said, “I can see that you are a prophet. 20 Our ancestors 
worshiped on this mountain, but you Jews claim that the place where we must worship is in 
Jerusalem.”  21 “Woman,” Jesus replied, “believe me, a time is coming when you will worship the 
Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. 22 You Samaritans worship what you do not 
know; we worship what we do know, for salvation is from the Jews. 23 Yet a time is coming and has 
now come when the true worshipers will worship the Father in the Spirit and in truth, for they are the 
kind of worshipers the Father seeks. 24 God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in the Spirit and 
in truth.” 25 The woman said, “I know that Messiah” (called Christ) “is coming. When he comes, he will 
explain everything to us.”  

In the presence of Jesus, the woman went from having feelings of worthlessness and rejection, to 
feelings of acceptance and hope. 

Into her hopefulness, “Then Jesus declared, “I, the one speaking to you—I am he.” It is rare to find 
Jesus declaring exactly who he is. Yet the Samaritan woman was worth telling this incredible truth. I am 
your Savior. I am going to die for you because I love you. I am going to prepare a place for you for all 
eternity because I love you. You will never be alone because I will be with because I love you. 

Full of shock and joy she is frozen for a moment in time. And at this point the disciples show back up at 
the well. They must have been shocked too. And their lips were frozen too. Peculiar they must have 
thought that he was talking to a woman. They perhaps were even a little embarrassed for him because 
they caught him talking to her. And then when the women took off, their minds really wondered what 
was going on here because this was weird at best.   

The encounter of Jesus and the Samaritan woman was not a chance meeting. It was planned by God. 
Jesus had to go to Samaria. The accounts depicts for you and me Jesus mercy and grace and love for all 
people no matter the gender.  

Do you know the rest of the story? Desperate for a satisfying and unchanging grace, the woman at the 
well is forever changed by Jesus’ love for her. The woman goes back into town and becomes if not the 
first, one of the first evangelists in all of history. And she uses her story to tell others about the living 
water found in Jesus. And many people come to faith in Jesus as their Savior. And the Samaritan women 



at the well becomes the first evangelist. As she goes back to town and tells of her encounter of Jesus. 
Which leads to many other having their lives forever changed to. 

The account of the Samaritan woman at the well is a deep example of need, love, truth, redemption, 
acceptance, and hope. The cool news is Jesus accepts you too, whoever you are, wherever you are, not 
matter whether you are male or female. Jesus brings value and purpose and so Jesus is good for all 
people.  

And one last thing, Jesus knows all about injustice. He was mistreated, disrespected, demeaned, 
considered a throw away. And this not just by other people, but by me and you. And in undeserved love 
for us, he paid for our sins, even our sins of our mistreatment of him and others, of our disrespect of him 
and others, of our demeaning spirit of him and others, and conquered death to show you that you just 
how much you are loved and valued by God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


